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Commission representatives: Dirk Hadrich, Maria Jesus Ruiz Monroy, Nicolas Mariel 

Participants: 

Alfonso  Philippe ETF 
Bejar Ochoa Rocio FEOPE 
Bellavista Massimo COGECA  
Blonk Cornelis RVZ/EUROPECHE/COGECA 
Bongarzoni Massimo COGECA  
Buonfiglio Giampaolo COGECA  
Conan Bernard CFDT 
De Bock Alex ACLV 
Degabriele Victor EUROPECHE/COGECA 
Farrugia Michael EUROPECHE/COGECA 
Gatt Reno  EUROPECHE/COGECA 
Gonzalez Martinez Maria Jose EUROPECHE 
Kristensen Karsten 3F 
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Larzabal Serge CGT 
Luns Ronke EUROPECHE/COGECA 
Majrone Guido UILAPESCA 
Martinez Francisca EUROPECHE 
Minini Giovanni FLAI CGIL 
Nicolai Lorenzo COGECA 
Olrik Raben Marianne EUROPECHE 
Orosmando Francesco FAI CGIL 
Otero Ramiro CC. OO. 
Perez Vega Jose Manuel UGT 
Perraudeau Yves University of Nantes 
Pinon Henri EUROPECHE 
Renault Cedric EUROPECHE 
Roux Sylvie CFDT 
Saporetti Aldo EUROPECHE 
Smidt Flemming 3F 
Spera Livia ETF 
Trujillo Juan Manuel CC.OO. 
Van Der Zwan Ment EUROPECHE/COGECA 
Vernaeve Guy EUROPECHE/COGECA 
Victor Ivan BTB 
 

1. Adoption of the provisional agenda  

The proposed draft agenda was adopted with the additional items of "recent accidents at 
sea" (under AOB) and "recognition of professional certificates" (related to the work 
programme). Item 4 was decided to be discussed before item 3. 

2. Adoption of the minutes from last meeting, 26 September 2007 

The draft minutes of the last meeting were adopted. 

3. Follow up of the actions that will be taken in the framework of the EU integrated 
maritime policy 

Nicolas MARIEL (DG FISH) explained the background of certain parts of the action 
plan on the EU integrated maritime policy. For 2008 and 2009 specific activities were 
planned addressing maritime clusters and training, the social and labour regulatory 
framework for seafaring jobs and fishermen as guardians of the sea. A European 
Maritime Day should be created with the aim to raise public awareness and to 
demonstrate importance of the oceans and seas. Further information on the agenda and 
organisation of this day would soon be provided by DG FISH. Social partners also 
wanted too see further explanations and specific ideas on how the Commission intends to 
develop the project "Guardians of the sea". DG FISH said that the action of developing 
the potential role of fishers as Guardians of the Sea was included in the Action plan 
adopted by the Commission on 10 October 2007. The aim of this project was to find 
alternative activities for fishermen by exploring to what extent current or former 
fishermen could be trained to provide environmental and other services to the maritime 
community. Further information on the development of this project would be sent by DG 
FISH in the following days. 
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ETF was interested to be involved in the development of the report on the 
implementation of directive 93/103/EC on minimum safety and health requirements for 
work onboard fishing vessels.  

ETF was against the exclusions of seafaring workers from EU social legislation and 
proposed a joint opinion on this issue. 

Europêche/Cogeca agreed to work on a joint opinion and it was decided to set up a 
working group of 4 people that should work on the basis of a document to be prepared by 
ETF for the plenary meeting on 25 April. 

The social partners wanted to be informed on the state of play of the Commission 
proposal to authorise Member States to ratify the ILO convention on work in the fishing 
sector. 

4. SSDC's 2008 work programme: debate on a draft and adoption 

Social partners went through their draft work programme for 2008 and discussed the 
work to be done for the different items. 

The mutual recognition of professional qualifications would be already crucial in these 
days but it would be even more important in future when workforce would be more 
limited. Training in merchant navy would not be recognised in the fishing sector and the 
SSDC should work on that, also in the light of the promotion of clustering in the 
maritime sector, as recognised by the Action plan on future maritime policy. EU-wide 
ratification of the STCW-F provisions would fill some of the current gaps. In the UK, 
many EU certificates would be accepted if they are close to the UK standards. In 
Denmark, two years work experience would allow working in the fishing sector. 
However, this short experience is not sufficient and professional training similar to the 
one that fishermen receive is required. The chair concluded that a document would be 
required to assess and to reflect on the different situations in Member States. 

Social partners concluded that capacity building in some new Member States such as 
Malta and Poland would be necessary to strengthen the social dialogue in these countries 
and to involve them as partners in European social dialogue. A request for fund under 
one of the DG EMPL budget lines will be submitted by the ETF in order to organize a 
project on that subject.  

Social partners wanted to follow and further promote the study carried out by the Dublin 
Foundation on innovative recruitment strategies in the fishing sector. Translation of this 
study into other languages could be useful. 

The draft work programme for 2008 was adopted. 

5. Latest developments of the project "IMAGE" and "Handbook to improve safety 
onboard fishing vessels" 

Yves Perraudeau (University of Nantes) reported on the recent activities in the 
framework of the study “Image and enhancement of the fishing sector”. More than 5000 
citizens had been approached to assess the image inside and outside the sector. Specific 
differences were found between the Member States but generally citizens seem to believe 
that fishing would be increasing. Most important for citizens would also be the price and 
not so much an environmental label. The development of possible strategies would be 
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necessary to explain why fish stocks are falling and to highlight the effects of pollution. 
95% of the fishermen would take this job once again if they could choose. Fishermen 
would generally love to work at sea and they would like to contribute to the protection of 
the sea. 

Translation of this campaign into more languages was requested. 

6. Presentation and debate of the project "ErgoSpace" and possible actions in the 
framework of the REFOPE 

The ErgoSpace study on the space available on board fishing vessels and occupational 
safety was presented. It was carried out be IMP and LESAM (South Brittany University 
Lorient) from 2005 to 2007. Some conclusion could be drawn concerning the space 
factor and occupational accident rates. The situation has been compared with three 
different countries. A steady fleet renewal was suggested to be essential but it would be 
insufficient due to the removal of public grants to construction, the lack of economic 
visibility and the collective quotas that do not boost individual initiatives. 

The detailed conclusions of the study should be disseminated to the committee. 

7. Any other business 

ETF suggested working on a proposal for a resolution on accidents at sea in order to 
follow accidents with examination. Europêche agreed with the seriousness of the issue 
and looked forward to the ETF’s draft proposal.  

Marie-Christine Hervouet-Dion announced the end of her active membership after 20 
years in social dialogue. The working group thanked her for all her work and 
contributions and said her good-bye. 

 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS: 

25 April 2008 (PL) 
3 July 2008 (WG) 
1 October 2008 (WG) 
1 December 2008 (PL) 
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