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for Combating Poverty 
and Social Exclusion

General presentation
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What are we talking about?

• Poverty is a reality for almost 80 million people in the 
EU. 19 million of these are children.

• Women, the young, the elderly, people on precarious 
contracts, migrants and people from ethnic minorities are 
especially at risk of poverty. 

• 8% of people in work don’t earn enough to escape from 
it. 

The poverty threshold is set at 60 % of median national 
income
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The different faces of poverty

• Being poor isn’t just having too little money. 
• It’s also not asking friends round to dinner, not going to 

the cinema and not giving your children a book or a box 
of paints. 

• Being poor is feeling different and out of place in the 
society around you. 

• So poverty isn’t just economic, it’s also social.
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An initiative from the European Union

• The Decision of the European 
Parliament and of the Council in 
October 2008 aims to “make a decisive 
impact on the eradication of poverty and 
social exclusion”.

• The European Year 2010 should:

• Raise public awareness

• Call to Action

• Strengthen political commitment 
to more effective and efficient 
social inclusion policies in MSs
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Which objectives of the EY 2010?

• To better acknowledge the right of people living in 
poverty to play a full part in society.  

• To build and reinforce partnerships between actors 
working to fight poverty and social exclusion. 

• To increase awareness of the many forms of poverty
• To inspire people to come together and to generate new 

impetus in the struggle against poverty and social 
exclusion.
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• fighting child poverty 
• promoting inclusive labour markets 
• eradicating disadvantages in education/training 
• tackling the gender and age dimensions 
• ensuring access to adequate services 
• overcoming discrimination
• promoting inclusion of ethnic minorities
• addressing the needs of disabled people 

The policy priorities for EY 2010
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How is it implemented?
Key principles of EY 2010 : decentralisation and 

coordination 
• At national level : 

– a national implementing Body
– a national programme 

• At European level:  
– one common information and awareness raising 

campaign 
– a specific budget (17 million € + national co-financing)
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What is going on in Member States?

• 29 countries to take part in the EY 2010 (including 
NO and IC)

• National Implementing Bodies (NIBs) nominated 
by all participating countries, but Latvia 

• All National Programmes, but two (IC, NO) 
received and can be found on-line

• Calls for proposal launched in the autumn. 
Hundreds of projects expects
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3 Publications : 
1 promotional leaflet 
2 brochures:
• Eurobarometer survey results, 
• Being poor in a rich Europe: Facts and Figures 

Videos: 
1 promotional clip introducing EY2010 (opening 
conference)
one VNR (facts and figures about poverty in the EU)

One visual concept: a series of 4 posters, one logo
One website

Key EU Campaign Tools
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• 28 October: seminar for journalists & 29 October 
conference « Poverty between reality and perception: the 
communication challenge »

• 21 January 2010: opening conference in Madrid
• Two series of "focus weeks“: second half of June (people 

experiencing poverty meeting) and October (around 17th 
October)

• December 2010: closing conference 
• Journalist competition (March to October)
• Art initiative (March to October)

7 EU Key Events
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• Going beyond “traditional sectors”: education and culture, 
regional development, health.... 

• Partnership is crucial: involving social partners and civil
society at all levels

• Invite other EU institutions and international bodies to put 
poverty on their agenda in 2010 (e.g. European 
Parliament, Council of Europe, ILO) 

A year for partnership and  
reaching out to new actors
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How can you participate?

• Sign the on-line civil commitment
• Participate in an activity organised in your region (look at 

the country section of the website)
• Organise an event in your city related to the EY 2010, 

inform the NIB, use the logo of the EY 2010
• Join the social network on Facebook
• Be creative, work in partnership beyond your traditional 

partners and think in terms of the specific added value of 
your own activities

For the benefit of the most vulnerable people
Let’s build together a society for all !
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Thanks for your attention !

For further information
www.2010againstpoverty.eu

For contact
2010againstpoverty@ec.europa.eu

THANK YOU !
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