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REACH and Binding Occupational Exposure 
Limit Values 
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Formacare 

Representing the 
Formaldehyde Industry 
 
26 Full Members  
5 Associated Members 
 
 
 
 
Sector group of CEFIC 

 

Aminoplast Resins 

Polyacetal 

Polyols 

Paraformaldehyde 
Hexamine 

Associated 
Members 
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64 Formaldehyde 
Manufacturing Sites 

Accross Europe 

Sales of 
formaldehyde based 
product estimated at 

9,5 billion Euros 

Estimated 30.000 
direct and indirect 

workers in chemical 
manufacturing 

Estimated 1,7 
million workers 

depends on 
formaldehyde  in 

downstream sectors 
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Applications 
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Exposure to Formaldehyde 

Industrial Use Professional Use 

Consumer Exposure Occupational Exposure 

Indoor / Outdoor Air 
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REACH/OSH Interface: Formaldehyde (1)  

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

 
 
CLP Re-classification  
(3,5 Years) 
 

REACH Substance Evaluation / Consumers  
(7 Years) 

REACH RMOa / Workers 
(4Years) 

CMD Binding OEL for Wokers - 3rd batch 
(5 Years) 

Restriction / Workers ? 
(2 to 3 Years) 

Restriction / Consumers ? 
(2 to 3 Years) 

Scientific Committee on Occupational Exposure Limits 
(8 Years) 
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REACH/OSH Interface: Formaldehyde (2)  
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Legislation own merits 

OSH / CMD / BOEL REACH 

Risk 
Assessment 

• Obligation at the individual site 
level (Inventories, Identification 
of SEG’s, sampling and monitoring 
protocols) 

• Chemical Safety Report  
• Safety Data Sheets 
• Exposure Scenarios 

 
complementary tools for the risk 
assessment at the workplace 

 
• Substance Evaluation/RMOAs (Scrutiny) 

 

Risk 
Management 

• Hierarchy of measures 
• Occupational Exposure Limits to 

cover all uses and sources 
(including process generated 
exposures and intermediate uses) 

• Restrictions: Target uses where an 
unacceptable risk is clearly identified/ 
Additional Safety Net (ongoing discussion 
on Isocyanates) 
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• Assessment substance by substance + use by use (no 
shortcuts) 

 

• Risk Management Option Analysis is a pragmatic way to asses 
the REACH/OSH interface 

 

• Constructive cooperation from the social partners is a must 

 

• REACH/CMD are complementary legislations to protect 
workers 
 

Conclusions 


