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Introductory note

This document presents methodological guidelines to assist Member States (MSs) in the
preparation of the2017 EU-SILC operation. Moreover, it describes in detail all target
variables to be collected in framof the EUSILC survey and furthermore all variables
included in the adhoc module The Annex of the document presents nomenclatures and
classifications used for the description of the variables as well as more detailed information
about specific definitins (enterprise and local unit, company car, etc).

The main structure of the document is the following:
Chapter 1. ELBILC Methodological Guidelines
Introduction

General definitions

General description

Chapter 2. Description of ESILC Target Variables
Household Register {Bile)

Personal Register (Rile)

Household Data (HFile)

Personal Data @File)

Chapter 3. Description of dtbc modules

2017 Moduleonh eal t h and dduidelingsaadgodestionmare) | t h

ESS AgreementEU-SILC supplementaryariables on labour, ovéndebtedness,
consumption and wealth

Annexes
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AIM

EU-SILC is the EU reference source for comparative statistics on income distribution and
social exclusion at the European level, particularly in the context of the 'Programme of
Community action to encourage cooperation between Member States to comlbht soci
exclusion' and for producirkey policyindicators on social cohesion ftbre follow up of the
EU2020 main target on poverty and social inclusion and flagship initiatives in related
domains, e.g. in the context of the European Semester.

It provides twatypes of annual data:

Crosssectional data pertaining to a given time or a certain time period with variables on
income, poverty, social exclusion and other living conditions, and

Longitudinal data pertaining to individubdvel changes over time, obsedvperiodically over
a fouryear period.

The first priority is to be given to the delivery of comparable, timely and high gdaliy
Thecrosssectional dat#s collected in two stages

An early subset of variables collected by register or interviemss®ss as early as possible
poverty trends

A full set of variablegrovidedalong with the longitudinal data to produce main key policy
indicators on social cohesion.

The Longitudinal data is aimed at identifying the incidence and dynamic processes of the
persistence of poverty and social exclusion among subgroups in the population. The
longitudinal component is more limited in sample size compared to the-sacssnal
component. Furthermore, for any given set of individuals, rievel changes are followed

up only for a limited duration, such as a period of four years.

For both the crossectional and longitudinal components, all household and personal data are
linkable. Furthermore, modules providing updated information in the field of social exclusion
are included from 2008 different module is implemented each year) and collected along
with the early limited subset of cresectional variables
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TIME REFERENCE

The crosssectional and the longitudinal data are produced annually.

2017 Operation -14 -



\ Chapter 1. EU-SILC Methodological Guidelines Introduction

REFERENCE POPULATION

The reference population of EBILC is all private households and their current members
residing in the territory of the Member States (MS) at the time of datectoh. Persons
living in collective households and in institutions are generally excluded from the target
population.

Small parts of the national territory amounting to no more than 2% of the national population
and the national territories listed belovayrbe excluded from ESILC.

National territories that may be excluded from EUSILC

Country Territories
France French Overseas Departments and territor
Netherlands The West Frisian Islands with the excepti
of Texel
Ireland All offshore islandswith the exception of

Achill, Bull, Cruit, Gorumna, Inishneg
Lettermore, Lettermullan and Valentia

United kingdom Scotland north of the Caledonian Canal,
Scilly Islands
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LEGAL BASIS

The Directors of Social Statistics decided to introduce a legal act f&@IEC in June 2000.

A framework regulation (regulation (EC) n° 1177/2003) was adopted by the Council and
European Parliament on 16 June 2003 and published in the Official JourBaluby 2003.
Following the successive EU enlargements, this regulation was amended by regulation (EC)
n° 1553/2005 of 7 September 2005 and regulation (EC) n° 1791/2006 of 20 November 2006.

In parallel, Eurostat and the MS developed the technical asdetts mstrument. The five
following Commission regulations that implemented the framework regulation were
elaborated upon:

Definitions regulation (EC) n°1980/2003 of 21 October 2003, amended by regulation (EC)
n°® 676/2006) of 2 May 2006;

Fieldwork aspest and imputation procedureegulation (EC) n°1981/2003 of 21 October
2003;

Sampling and tracing rulegegulation (EC) n°1982/2003 of 21 October 2003;
List of target primary variablesegulation (EC) n°1983/2003 of 21 October 2003;

Content ofintermediate and final quality reportegulation (EC) n° 28/2004 of 5 January
2004.

In addition, every year a Commission regulation describing the list of secondary target
variables (annual modules) is published. At the time of writing this documerfglliwsing
regulations had been published:

Module 20050n the list of target secondary variables relating to the intergenerational
transmission of poverty: Commission Regulati&&) N° 16/2004f 6 January 2004;

Module 2006o0n the list of target secondary variables relating to social participation:
Commission RegulatioEC) N° 13/200%f 6 January 2005;

Module 2007 on the list of target secondary variables relating to housing conditions:
Commission Regulatio(EC) N° 315/200@®f 22 February 2006;

Module 2008on the list of target secondary variables relating to -oneéebtedness and
financial exclusion: Commission Regulati(#C) N° 215/200@f 28 February 2007;

Module 20090n the list of target secondary variables relating to material deprivation:
Commission Regulatio(EC) N° 362/200&f 14 April 2008.

Module 20100on the list of target secondary variables relating to ihtnasehold sharing of
resources: Commission Regulation (EC) N° 646/2009 of 232049.

Module 2011 on the list of target secondary variables relating to intergenerational
transmission of disadvantages: Commission Regulation (EU) N° 481/2010 of 1 June 2010.

Module 2012on the list of target secondary variables relating to housing ocomstit
Commission Regulation (EU) N° 1157/2010 of 9 December 2010.

Module 20130n the list of target secondary variables relating to wellbeing: Commission
Regulation (EU) N° 62/2012 of 24 January 2012.

Module 204 on the list of target secondary variabledating to material deprivation
Commission Regulation (EU) NI'12/2013 of 7 February2013.
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Module 205 on the list of target secondary variables relatingstxial and cultural
participation and material deprivatiol@ommission Regulation (EU) N67/2014 of 27
January2014.

Module 20% on the list of target secondary variables relatingatwess to services
Commission Regulation (EU) N¥®452015 of 16 February2015.

Module 2017 on the list of target secondary variables relating to hedth and children's
health: Commission Regulation (EU) N° 114/2015 of28 January 2016.

In addition, an ESSC Agreement has been passed at the Working Party 2012 concerning
further variables that are to be collected in 2013 on Material Deprivation and an ESS
Agreement orhealth (2nd priority), labour, oveéndebtedness as well asconsumption and
wealth to complement the Commission (implementing)Regulation as regards-BkEU

2017 target secondary variables on health

The EUSILC projectwad aunched in 2003, on the basis
Member States (Belgium, Denmark, Greece, Ireland, Luxembourg, and Austria) as well as in
Norway.

The start date for the EBILC instrument under the Framework Regulation was 2004 for 12
Member State Estonia, Norway and Iceland. A derogation was provided in the cases of
Germany, the Netherlands, the UK and nine of the then ten new Member States (all except
Estonia) permitting them to begin in 2005 under the condition that they supply ratnepa

data for the year 2004 for the common EU indicators that have been adopted by the Council
in the context of the open method of@alination.

Bulgaria and Turkey started the full implementation of the HUC instrument in 2006
while Romania and Swierland began to implement it in 200Yhe former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia (FYROM3tarted in 2010Croatia in 201dvhile Montenegroand
Serbiain 2013.

! Belgium, Denmark, Ireland, Greece, Spain, France, Italy, Luxembourg, Austria, Portugal, Finland and
Sweden.
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TIMELY AND FLEXIBLE

Since i mproving timeliness has Dbbecause ibime of
universally recognised that the longitudinal dimension takes more time in data production,
priority has been given to the delivery of timely and comparable -sexg®onal dataMore
recently, as a consequence of the economic and finanisial ttre need fotimely EU-SILC

data became even mom@ominent. As a consequence, an early delivery of material
deprivation, economic constraint and similar variables is being implemented just after the
year of data collection. Moreover, it is also atha carrying out the delivery doth cross
sectional and longitudinal dataround the middle of the year following those of data
collection. At that time, if not avoidable countries may provide data with provisional or
missing longitudinal weights. Inhat case, a second delivery of the data with final
longitudinal weightsnustbe carried outater on.

Another characteristic is flexibility in terms of data sources and sampling design. Eurostat
strongly encourages the use of existing data sourceshevhiey be surveys or registers or
the use of national sampling design.

Nevertheless, Eurostat recommends an integrated design for those countries planning to
launch a new operation. This design aims to be the moseffestive and efficient in terms
of both crosssectional and longitudinal requirements.

On the other hand, the integration of the new instrument into established national statistical
systems is recommended and should be promoted.
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THE INTEGRATED DESIGN

As mentioned above, one characteristic of &UC is flexibility in terms of sampling design.
Depending on the country, micoata could come from:

One or more existing national sources whether combined or not with a new survey;

A new harmonised survey toeet all EUSILC requirements.

The only constraint is that for both the cresstional and longitudinal components, all
household and personal data will be linkable.

An integrated design (06the rotationaveydesi gr
was proposed by Eurostat.

Rotational design refers to the sample selection based on a number of subsamples or
replications, each of them similar in size and design and representative of the whole
population. From one year to the next, some replinatiare retained, while others are
dropped and replaced by new replications.

Why an integrated design?

Annual crosssectional estimates can be produced from:
Independent samples from year to year; or
A long-term panel (i.e. retaining the same sample from year to the next), or

A rotational design i.e. a combination of the above tweootating a part of the sample from
one year to the next and retaining the other part unchanged.

Crosssectional estimates for a single year are essentially unaffectée ipattern of rotation
(theoretically, modest improvements may be achieved with partial overlaps using special
estimation procedures).

In principle, annual crossectional estimates can be produced using independert (non
overlapping) samples each year.eTimajor consideration favouring independent samples is
that such a system avoids the cumulation of respondent burden which repeated interviewing
of the same units would involve. The statistical advantage is that the data can be cumulated
over survey yearmore efficiently to obtain larger sample sizes, permitting more detailed
analysis and, even more importantly, greater spatial breakdown for the production of regional
(subnational) estimates. Independent annual samples may succeed in achieving better
respase rates, and in any case are free from the cumulative effect of sample attrition over
time. The latter aspect also makes the control and implementation of the sample less complex.
The main disadvantage of independent samples is the greater samplingvelk@d in the
measurement of yedn-year net change and trends. Independent samples also tend to have
higher fieldwork costs than overlapping samplesising the same units: this is because of

the higher costs of selecting and locating new sampts.uni

The other extreme would be to use a fixed panel, i.e. using the same sample from year to
year. The advantages and disadvantages are just the opposite of those noted above for
independent annual samples. Cumulative respondent burden and sample, atritiatl as

the greater complexity in control and follayp of the lag sample, are major problems. The

high positive correlations preclude efficient cumulation of the data over time. However, for
the same reason, the system is efficient for the measur@meeat change over time. In any
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case, gross i.e. miclevel changes can be measured only on the basis of a panel of
observations.

The appropriate pattern of rotation is determined primarily on the basis of a compromise
between the two objectives:

The cumulation of data over time, so as to achieve an increased sample size, which favours
maximum rotation i.e. independent samples; and

The measurement of change over time, which favours maximum overlap.
The effect of departures from these patterns depamdise correlation over time.

In the case of ELBILC, the measurement of trends (changes over time) is likely to be clearly
more important than cumulating data over years, favouring large overlaps (P) from one year
to the next. However, as noted abovesréhare practical limitations in continuing with the
same sample, i.e. having large overlaps (P close to 1.0) from year to year.

A rotational sample design appears to be the most suitable option for-gectesal survey,
without precluding the othemptions in particular circumstances.

The longitudinal component of EBILC will consist of selecting an initial sample, then
following up with individuals in that sample annually over time, i.e. for the annual
longitudinal component the sample must of seube related over time, allowing only the
following two options:

A long-term panel (i.e. retaining the same sample from one year to the next), or

A rotational design i.e. a combination of the above tweootating a part of the sample from
one year to th next and retaining the other part unchanged.

For the combined crossectional and longitudinal components, the options are given by the

0intersectiondé of the above -termmdesignet s, i .e. a
Due to the fact that, as menti oned above,
for the EUSILC crosssect i onal component, and a O6rotat

every year, Eurostat has recommended the rotational design for cotindtiegart a new
survey.

On the other hand, the most important objectives of the longitudinal componentSiLEU

is to allow the calculation of th8ocial Inclusion Indicatorat théi p e r s-rislsdf @owetty

r a t €hts indicator is computed as thergentage of the population living in households
where the equivalised disposable income was below the 60% threshold for the current year
and at least two out of the preceding three years. In this way, at the population selected for the
first year need todfollowedup at least every four years, i.e. the panel duration should be of

at least four years. For the abawentioned reason Eurostat has recommended the use of a
rotational design with four sukamples or replications.

Figures 1 and 2 below illustethe type of structure that has been recommended by Eurostat.
This structure will be suitable for meeting the combined esessional and longitudinal
requirements.
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Figure 1. lllustration of a simple rotational design

SUCCESSINE PANELS OF LIMITED DURATION

SAMPLE Years in survey
1| I I Z |
2 I I I3 I !
3 | l2 I I |
4 1 I I I
TIME
e. . T-2 T-1 T T+1 T+2 ée. . é .

Figure 1 illustrates a simple rotational design (once the system is fully established). The
sample for any one year consists of four replications, which have been in the survely for 1
years (as shown for oOTi me = dnGemaimsinthb survdyi gur e
for four years; each year, one of the four replications from the previous year is dropped and a
new one added. Between year T and T+1 the sample overlap is 75%; the overlap between
year T and year T+2 is 50%; and it is reduced3® 2rom year T to year T+3, and to zero for

longer intervals.

For EUSILC, such a 'linear' rotation pattern is the simplest and most appropriate in so far as
the main interest is in monitoring yetryear changes.

Figure 2 illustrates how a rotation patt may be implemented from year one.

Figure 2. lllustration of the rotation pattern in year one

PATTERN FROM YEAR 1

L1

SURVEY ROUND (TIME)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 ée. .

At the beginning, a crossectional representative sample of households is selected. It is
divided into say four subamples, each by itself representative of the entire population and
similar in structure to the entire sample. One-saimple is purely csssectional and is not
followed up after the first round. Respondents in the seconésaubple are requested to
participate in the panel for two years, in the third-sample for three years, and in the fourth
for four years. From year 2 onwards, one rpamel is introduced each year, with request for
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participation for four years. In any one year, the sample consists of fosasytles, which
together constitute the cressctional sample. In the first year they are all new samples; in all
subsequent yes, only one is new sample. In year 2, three are panels in the second year; in
year 3, one is a panel in the second year and two in the third year; in subsequent years, one is
a panel for the second year, one for the third year, and one for the fouathydar.
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SELECTION OF THE SAMPLE

According to the Commission Regulation on sampling and tracing rules, the selection of the
sample will be drawn according to the following requirements:

For all components of EASILC (whether survey or register baseiihe crosssectional and
longitudinal (initial sample) data shall be based on a nationally representative probability
sample of the population residing in private households within the country, irrespective of
language, nationality or legal residence stafdlsprivate households and all persons aged 16
and over within the household are eligible for the operation.

Representative probability samples shall be achieved both for households, which form the
basic units of sampling, data collection and data aisalgsd for individual persons in the
target population.

The sampling frame and methods of sample selection shall ensure that every individual and
household in the target population is assigned a known andenorprobability of selection.

Article 8 of the EU-SILC Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council notes:

1. The crosssectional and longitudinal data shall be based on nationally
representative probability samples.

2. By way of exception to paragraph 1, Germany shall suppdgssectional data
based on a nationally representative probability sample for the first time for the year 2008.
For the year 2005, Germany shall supply data forqueagterbased on probability sampling
and for threequarters based on quota samples, |#ier to be progressively replaced by
random selection so as to achieve fully representative probability sampling by 2008.

For the longitudinal component, Germany shall supply for the year 200&hiotheof
longitudinal data (data for year 2005 and 200&3ed on probability sampling and tivords

based on quota samples. For the year 2007, half of the longitudinal data relating to years
2005, 2006 and 2007 shall be based on probability sampling and half on quota sample. After
2007 all of the longitudinadata shall be based on probability sampling.
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SURVEY UNITS

In terms of the units involved, four types of data are involved irSHLL:
Variables measured at the household level;

Information on household size and composition and basic characteristicauséhiold
members;

Il ncome and other more complex variables ter
information and second job) measured at the personal level, but normally aggregated to
construct householvel variables; and

Variables collecte@nd analysed at the persbre v e | 0t he detailed vari:
health care, detailed | abour information, ac

For set (i)(ii) variables, a sample of households including all household members iedequi

Among these, sets (i) and (ii) will normally be collected from a single, appropriately
designated respondent in each sample houséhadthg a household questionnaire for set (i)
and a household member roster for set (ii). Alternatively, some oof athese may be
compiled from registers or other administrative sources.

Set (iii) concerns mainly, but not exclusively, the detailed collection of household and
personal incomé this must be collected directly at the person level, covering all persons in

each sample household. In most countries, i.e. inthead | ed &édsurvey coun
income variables will be collected through personal interviews with all adults aged 16+ in

each sample household. This collection will be normally combined withfohaget (iv)

detailed variables, since the latter also must also be collected directly at the person level.

By contrast, in Oregister countriesdé, set (i
administrative sources, thus avoiding the ntethterview all members (adults aged 16+) in
each sample household.

Set (iv) variables will normally be collected through direct personal interview in all countries.
These are too complex or personal in nature to be collected by proxy; nor are thalyieavail
from registers or other administrative sourc
normally be combined with that for set (iii) variables as noted albosensequently both

normally based on a sample of complete households, i.e. coxaripgrsons aged 16+ in

each sample household.

However, from the substantive requirements of&EUC, it is not essentiathati in contrast

to set (iii) variable$ set (iv) variables be collected for all persons in each sample household.

It is possibleto do this collection on a representative sample of persons (adult members aged
16+), such as by selecting one such person per sample household. It is expected that this
option will normally be followed i nthedag egi st
countries interview all household members for set (iii). In those countries which choose to
take a representative sample of persons, the sampling process involved will be the selection of
persons(usually one adult member aged 16+ per househotdyttly or through a sample of
households. The selected individuals may be tertnede | ect ed .MRandomseddent s
selection procedures must be used to ensure that a representative sample of persons is
obtained from the representative sample of households
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Table 1 summarises the type of survey units for sampling, analysis and data collection
involved in EUSILC. The ultimate units used in the sample selection may be addresses,
households or persons, each unit selected with a known probability. Fromittlesdways
necessary to construct a sample of households, the probability of each household in the
sample being determined through its association (or identity, as the case may be) with units in
the sample selected. The analysis units can be househbldsgmbers, adult members, or
possibly a subsample of adult members; these are the units to which the information collected
pertains. Their probabilities of selection (or the corresponding sample weights) are
determined through their association with faenple household. The collection unit refers to

the person or source providing the information.

Table 1. Survey units for sampling, analysis, and data collection

Sampling unit Analysis units | Collection unit/source

Selected constructed Osurvey c¢gobébregister
Set (i): Household Registers +HR

Address household respondent (HR)
Set (ii): all Household Registers +HR
household respondent*

Or Household members

Household Set(iii): Personal interview | Registers
household and | (all members 16+) | (all members 16+)
personal incomg

Or and basic

Person variables

(aged 16+)
Set (iv): detailed variables
All members Personal
16+ interview**
Selected Personal interview
respondent

* combinedwith set (i) household interview
** combined with set (iii) personal interview

In each country, EASILC involves the provision dbngitudinal datan which crosssectional
data isncluded both for6i ncomkasaincd vari adbéeaidl edl(g).vaarnida b
Combining these dimensions gives four basic data components 81LELJ

(CI) Crosssectional income component (including basic variables)
(CS) Crosssectional detailed component
(L) Longitudinal incomecomponent (including basic variables).

(LS) Longitudinal detailed component

Substantive requirements of ERILC impose certain conditions on the samples for these
components. The basic (essential, minimum) condition which must be satisfied by any data
structure in EUSILC can be expressed as:

(a) csi ci
é the basic condition of EA$ILC data structure.

(b) LSI LI
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The basic condition means that the detailed data must be collected on the same sample as the
income data, or on a subsample of the latter. The condipipfies separately to both the
crosssectional and longitudinal components.
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SAMPLE SIZE

On the basis of various statistical and practical considerations and the precision requirements
for the most critical variables, the minimum effective sample sizelsetachieved were
defined. These are presented in the Annex Il of the Framework Regulation (and its subsequent
revisions) and in Table 2 hereafter.

Sample size for the longitudinal component refers, for any pair of consecutive years, to the
number of housedlds successfully interviewed in the first year in which all, or at least a
majority, of the household members aged 16 or over are successfully interviewed in both the
years.

For the crossectional component, the plans are to achieve the minimweutigd sample

size of around 138600 housholds in the EU as a whole (18@0 including Iceland and
Norway). The allocation of the EU sample among countries represents a compromise between
two objectives: the production of results at the level of individual wesn and production

for the EU as a whole. Requirements for the longitudinal data will be less important. For this
component, an effective sample size of arod@d.000 households (BI00 including
Iceland and Norway) is planned.

Member States using nsters for income and other data may use a sample of persons
(selected respondents) rather than a sample of complete households in the interview survey.
The minimum effective sample size in terms of the number of persons aged 16 or over to be
interviewed n detail, is in this case taken as 75 % of the figures shown in columns 3 and 4 of
Table 2, for the crossectional and longitudinal components respectively.

The minimum effective sample size to be achieved for those countries selecting a sample of
persongather than a sample of households or addresses will be as set out in Table 3 hereatfter.

The reference is to the effective sample size, which is the size required if the survey were
based on simple random samplingf (pfesemginy erf d
variable = 1.0). The actual sample sizes will have to be larger to the extent that the design
effects exceed 1.0 and to compensate for all kinds offesponse. Furthermore, the sample

size refers to the number of valid househaldgheseare households for which, alongside

their all members, all or nearly all the required information has been obtained.

For countries with a sample of persons, design, information on income and other data shall be
collected for the household of each seldctspondent and for all its members.
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Table 2. Minimum effective sample size for countries (based on the use of a sample of

households/addresses)

EU-Member States Households Persons aged 16 or over to be
interviewed
Cross-sectional | Longitudinal | Cross-sectional | Longitudinal
Belgium 4 750 3500 8 750 6 500
Bulgaria 4 500 3500 10 000 7 500
Czech Republic 4 750 3500 10 000 7 500
Denmark 4 250 3250 7 250 5500
Germany 8 250 6 000 14 500 10 500
Estonia 3 500 2 750 7 750 5750
Ireland 3750 2750 8 000 6 000
Greece 4 750 3 500 10 000 7 250
Spain 6 500 5 000 16 000 12 250
France 7 250 5500 13 500 10 250
Croatia 4 250 3250 9 250 7 000
Italy 7 250 5500 15 500 11 750
Cyprus 3250 2500 7 500 5500
Latvia 3750 2750 7 650 5600
Lithuania 4 000 3000 9 000 6 750
Luxembourg 3 250 2 500 6 500 5000
Hungary 4 750 3500 10 250 7 750
Malta 3 000 2 250 7 000 5250
Netherlands 5000 3750 8 750 6 500
Austria 4 500 3250 8 750 6 250
Poland 6 000 4 500 15 000 11250
Portugal 4 500 3250 10 500 7 500
Romania 5250 4 000 12 750 9500
Slovenia 3750 2750 9 000 6 750
Slovakia 4 250 3250 11 000 8 250
Finland 4 000 3000 6 750 5000
Sweden 4 500 3500 7 500 5750
United Kingdom 7 500 5750 13 750 10 500
Total of EU 135000 101 500 282 150 210 850
Member States
Iceland 2 250 1700 3750 2800
Norway 3750 2750 6 250 4 650
Switzerland 4500 3250
Turkey 7750 5750
Montenegro 3250 2500
FYROM 3750 3000 11500 8750
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Serbia 4500 3500

Total 164750 310150

Table 3. Minimum effective sample size for countries using a sample of persons

EU-Member States | Households / Persons aged 16 ¢ Persons aged 16 or over to be
over to be interviewed indetail covered
Crosssectional | Longitudinal | Crosssectional | Longitudinal
Denmark 5500 4 250 9 500 7 250
Netherlands 6 500 5000 11 500 8 750
Slovenia 6 750 5 000 16 250 12 250
Finland 5 000 3750 8 500 6 250
Sweden 5750 4 500 9 500 7 500
Non-EU countries
Iceland 3000 2 000 5000 3250
Norway 4 750 3500 8 000 6 000

Countries using a sample of persons (selected respondents) must select an extra sample to
cover the population of 14 and 15 year olds.

2017 Operation -29 -



\ Chapter 1. EU-SILC Methodological Guidelines Introduction

The integrated design éxample)

A) Countries using a sample of household addresses

Take the case of Poland. The sample size requirements for thesectismal component is
6000 and for the longitudinal component (two consecutive years) it is 4500.

I 1500 I

[1500 J1500 |
[1500 J1500 |1500 |
11500 |1500 |1500 |1500 |

[1500 |1500 |1500 |1500 |
[1500 |1500 |1500 |1500 |
[1500 |1500 |1500 6. .
[1500 |1500 le . .
[1500 le . .
SURVEY ROUND (TIME)
1 2 3 4 5 6 é. .

In the columns we can read the cresstional component and in the rows, the longitudinal
component. Every year we have a sample of 6000 households for thesextissal
component.

For every two consecutive years, we have a sample of 4500 households/addresses for the EU
SILC longitudinal component (this sample is based on three panels (replications), i.e. each
panel has a sample size of 1500). From the fourth year of the survieyniemation we will

have a panel with four longitudinal observations, a panel with three and a panel with two.

B) Countries using a sample of persons

If Poland chooses to select a sample of persons instead of a sample of households, the
required sampleize will be 11.250 households (selected respondents) for th&8IED
crosssectional component and 8.500 for the-BILC longitudinal component. In this case,

each panel will have a sample size of approximately 2850 households.
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SAMPLE IMPLEMENTATION

The following rules about sample implementation are laid down in the CR on fieldwork
aspects and imputation procedures.

Each Member State shall follow appropriate procedures to maximise the response rates
achieved, in accordance with its own "best practickesthe case of an interview survey, at
least three calbacks shall be made before a household or individual is accepted -as non
responding, unless there are conclusive reasons (such as a definite refusalpévats
circumstances endangering the satdtthe interviewer, etc.) why this cannot be done.

EU-SILC shall be based on the selection and implementation of a probability sample. As a
rule, the units enumerated in the survey shall be exactly the same units as those selected for
the purpose in accoadce with the sampling design, i.e. not substituted for by other units.

Records shall be kept of the outcome of each household and person selected for the sample,
distinguishing (i) eligible units successfully enumerated, (ii) eligible units not sucdgssful
enumerated, (iii) selected units not found to be eligible for the survey and, (iv) units not
successfully enumerated where the eligibility status could not be determined. Reasons for the
failure to successfully enumerate eligible units shall be recordentifying at least the main
categories such as naontact, refusal, and incapacity to respond (such as being ill). In
circumstances where units are found to be ineligible, or in the uncertain eligibility category,
these shall also be recorded.

The prxy rate shall be kept as limited as possible for the income personal variables and for
any variables required for at least one household member aged 16 or over.

In the crosssectional component and in the first year of each panel constituting the
longitudinal component, controlled substitutions may be allowed only where the response rate
falls below 60% and one of the following situations arises:

address not contacted because it cannot be located or is inaccessible, or,

address contacted but interview nompleted because the household refuses “opeoate,
the entire household is temporarily away, or the household is unable to respond.

No substitutions shall be allowed for second and subsequent waves of a panel in the
longitudinal component.

Procedures sl be followed to ensure that the process of substitution is controlled to the
maximum extent possible. These include the use of a design which ensures that substitutes are
selected so as to match the substituted units closely for important charastefisigc
substitutions shall be allowed only after special efforts have been made to convince of
refusals, and properly scheduled d@icks have been made to other -nespondents. A
household shall not be substituted by anothersample household at tsame address.

SURVEY DURATION AND TIME

The following rules about survey duration and time are laid down in the CR on fieldwork
aspects and imputation procedures.

The interval between the end of the income reference period and the time of the interview for
the respondent concerned shall be limited to eight months as far as possible. This applies both
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to the household and personal samples, and irrespective of whether the reference period used
is fixed in terms of calendar dates for the whole sample or vinmreference period
determined according to the timing of the interview for the household or person concerned.

By way of exception to paragraph 1, if the income variables are collected from registers, the
interval between the end of the income refergrex@od and the time of interview for current
variables shall be limited to 12 months.

Where all the data are collected through field interviewing and a fixed income reference
period is used, the total duration of the data collection of the sample sliatiiteel to four
months as far as possible.

Where the data are collected through field interviewing using a moving income reference
period and the fieldwork duration exceeds three months, the total annual sample shall be
shared equally (approximately) bet@n the fieldwork months. In this case, the total fieldwork
duration for the crossectional component and each wave of the longitudinal component shall
not exceed 12 months.

For the longitudinal component, the collection or compilation of data, for an givét
(household or person), between successive waves shall be kept as close as possible to 12
months.
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WEIGHTING

[. Introduction

The objective of the present section is to outline a unified structure for the whole weighting
procedure of the standardtegrated ELSILC design, covering the initial sample and its
crosssectional and longitudinal development. Such an integrated structure is possible and
desirable, given that different parts of the-BUL.C design are interelated.

According to the Commigsn Regulation on sampling and tracing rules (EC No 1982/2003,
874):Wei ghting factors shal/l be calculated as
probability of selection, neresponse and, as appropriate, to adjust the sample to external

data relatng to the distribution of households and persons in the target population, such as

by sex, age (fivgear age groups), household size and composition and region (NUTS Il
level), or relating to income data from other national sources where the Member States
concerned consider such external data to be sufficiently reliable

On the other hand, the Framework Regulation (No 1177/2003) pointed out in its article 10
that: Member States shall transmit to the Commission (Eurostat) in the form of-aaitzro

files weghted crosssectional and longitudinal data which has been fully checked, edited and
imputed in relation to income.

Il. Weighting for the first year of each sub-sample

1. Design weights (Household weights DB080 and "Selected respondent” weights PB070)

These weights are of methodological interest, but are not used in substantive analysis.
Actually, the design weights need to be defined for all selected units, and not only for
responding units. DB080 is computed as follows:

In the case that households saenpledor addresses or other units containing households):
DB08Q, = = 1/ (probability of selection of h)

In the case that persons are sanpled

DB08Q, = 1 /S (probabilities of selection of eligible persons in h)

AEl i girsloems e ar e per s on s-zerw probabiity i@ the seledion a n
procedure, such as persons aged 14+ or 16+. In the particular situation where the probability

of selection is the same for all eligible persons in each household, the denominiabgtyis s

the number of such persons in the household multiplied by the probability of selection.

When households or persons are seleastingerd f r on
unoccupied structures, the unit not being a private householtptisehold or person listed

does not exi st é, it i's i mportant to ensure
correctly. For instance, if there are N |lis
probability sampl e otbhal umits Isisaectedn then yhe sdedtionn g 0

probability is:

r]I - '
%\l' if N'is known

VN otherwisgthemostcommoncase

P
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PBO070 is defined only when a sample of persons is used, for the selected respondent k:
PBO7Q = 1/ (probability of selection of the selected respondent k)

2. Adjustments fonon-response

The principle is to adjust the household design weights to allow for the bias that is caused
when all measured variables are missing for some of the sample households. The main
reasons for not having information are that the household eeftesecooperate or is
temporarily away. However, other factors may cause householedesponse: the data

coll ected are of insufficient g u-eesponseyis t he
particularly critical when the neresponding households owepresent survey
characteristics, which may create substantial bias in the estimates. For instance, one can
assume that households with high incomes would be less willing to cooperate for income
surveys than those households with low incomes.

This step invlves estimating response rates or propensities to respond as functions of
characteristics available for responding and -responding households, as well as
characteristics of the areas where the households are located. Basically, the design weights
haveto be inflated by the inverse of the response propensities in order to compensate for the
loss of units in the sample.

A classical procedure consists of modifying the design weights by a factor inversely
proportional to the response rate within each "hanegus group”, wherein the response
probabilities are assumed to be equal:

DB08JM = DB08Q, c"aRl—
K

WhereRk denotes s the (weighted) response rate in the dethghouseholth belongs to:

_ sum of design weights of responding units in cel k

R
‘ sum of design weights of selected units in cel k

Numerous, very small weighting cells ceesult in a large variation inRvalues and should

be avoided. On the other hand, if only a few broad classes are used, this may capture little
variation in the response rates across the saimphaking the whole reveighting process
ineffective. On praatal grounds, cells of an average size of -BO0O units may be
recommended.

An alternative way to estimate response probabilities is to use a regrieasaxh approach.

Using an appropriate model suchlagit regression, response propensities can be a&tn

as a function of auxiliary variables, which are available for both responding ard non
responding cases. When many auxiliary variables are available, this approach is preferable to
the classical procedure described above. A very important point wiveg the regression
approach is to ensure that weights assigned are confined to be within reasonable limits.

In dealing with the effect of neresponse, it is of crucial importance to identify responding
and nonrresponding units correctly:

Selected units thich turn out to be neeligible or norexistent must be excluded and not
counted as neresponding.

Imputation has to be made for units with unknown status, i.e. when it is not clear whether they
are noreligible or nonrespondents. Every unit has to esigned uniquely to one category or
the other.
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In surveys where substitution has been allowed,responding original units for which
successful substitutions have been made ar e
computation of response rates the purpose of determining noesponse weights.

When a sample of persons is involved, exactly the sameasponse adjustment, as above
for the household level, applies to the selected respondent to@BE8G" be household
weight after final nofresponse adjustment; with this, the selected respondentesponse
weight is given by:

&DB0sdY g

PBO70N = PRO70G——————¢
& DB08O |

This follows from the fact that household and personatmesponses always occur together
according to ELBILC interview acceptance procedures. The household interview or data
compilation is accepted only when the personal interview has been accepted for the selected
respondent.

3. Adjustment to external sources (calibration): SILC target variables DB090 BBO60

The key feature of this step is the modification of the household wei@B&BdN) to
reproduce characteristics from the sample population, nawtalg and category frequencies.

For example, in a human population survey, age ancgseratural ancillary variable$he
distribution of the human population by age and sex is often known from other statistical
sources such as a census or a population register and by proper modification of the survey
weights, the population structure mlg exactly reproduced by the sample. For variables in

the survey correlated with the ancillary information, improved precision in estimates is
usually obtained on application of the new calibrated weights.

More precisely, suppose that there exist J anyilivariables ¥ xjé x; called calibration
variables, with known population totals (for the numerical variables) or marginal counts (for
the categorical variablesyithout loss of generality, we can assume that all the calibration
variables are numericébtherwise, we consider the 0/1 variables for each category).

We seek new household weights DB090 that are "as close as possible” (as determined by a
certain distance function) to the initial weigmBOSCfN). These new weights are calibratad
the totals Xof the J auxiliary variables; in other words they verify the calibration equations:
"j=12J & DB090 &, = X;.
ki s

Where DB09Q, =g, 2 DBO8O™

The SAS macr€€ ALMAR, developed in the French Statistical Office (INSEE), can calculate
calibrated weights.

When using CALMAR, it is recommended to use a bounded method and to impose lower and
upper bounds LO and UP on the weight adjustment fagtorssually referred to as-g

weights In practice, oe has to bear in mind that the choice of the bounds is not free and
directly depends on the calibration variables that are chosen: the limits must be adjusted
taking into account the differences betwebea estimates based on the "old" initial weights
and the benchmark totals that the new weights are to reproduce, so CALMAR can find a
solution within the constraints applied to the problémpractice, those limits are determined

by some "guess and checkte start with a small interval [LO,UP] and we enlarge it until
CALMAR finds a solution.Applying calibration bounds prevents negative and extreme
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weights. Extreme weights can lead to unexpected values especially for domain estimates.
Negative weights aneot acceptable from a practical point of view.

At this stage, Eurostat recommends an fAint e
household and individual external information in a sirgflet calibration at household level.

The individual variablesre aggregated at household level by calculating household totals

such as the number of males/females in the household, the number of persons aged of 16 and
overé. . The <calibration is then conducted at
the indivMdual variables in their aggregated form. This technique ensures “consistency"
between household and individual estimates by making the household and the individual
weights equal.

In the framework of calibration, it is critical that the external controlaldes are strictly
comparable to the corresponding survey variables, the distribution of which is being adjusted.
For instance, ELSILC micro data must not be calibrated on the basis of ILO LFS counts if
ILO status is not measured properly in4SULC.

When a sample of persons is involved, the final household weights DB090 determined above
can be used to compute the corresponding weights PB060 for the selected respondents:

DB090g

PBO60= PBO?O%
B0O8OH

4. Personal weights (SILC target variables RB050 and PB040)

The calibrated household weight is assigned to each of its meRB@&38; , = DB09Q, . The

weights PB040 are derived simply by filtering RB0O50 to the persons who have received an
individual questionnaire (PB040 = RBO050). This is based on the factfahaesponding
households, all the individual questionnaires are completed. Indeed, if individual non
response is restricted, Eurostat recommends imputing individual redords$ least for
individual income components. In this case, personal weights sinotlthe adjusted for
individual nonresponse and consistency between total income and income components is
preserved.

[ll. Computation of base weights (SILC target variables RB060, PB050 and PB080)

The base weights are the backbone of the computationtofdnosssectional weights and
longitudinal weights. They are computed and updated for a single panel and, as such, they
will rarely be used for estimating population parameters. The-saxt®nal and longitudinal
weights are obtained by combining thesbaveights in an appropriate way, which will be
described later.

In the following example, we consider a panel (sample, rotation group) selected fresh at
time t=1 from population £ and then enumerated for a total of 4 waves, t=1 to 4, betthe
sample of all persons in the households enumerated at t=1.

For each person in this set, we define the personal base weight at wave t=1 as:
w8 = RB060 = RB050

Similarly, we define (when applicable) the personal base weight at waviort=sklected
respondents as:

w8 = PB080 = PB060
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In each subsequent wave, persons will have left the population between years t and t+1, due to
death, migration out of the country, movement out of the private household sector to an
institution or collective household, or will have become excluded from the target population
for any other reason. We also have to deal with totalrasponse (attrition) when, for a
person who still is in the target population, the measured variables anegn&sme possible
causes of missingness are:

No contact

Refusal to participate in the survey
Information not available

Inability to trace a unit that has moved
Lost questionnaires

"Base weights" at subsequent waves are obtained by adjusting for aliatierweights from
wave 1. In general, in order to determine base weigf (t = 2, 3 or 4) from known{?®,

we can use the following procedure. Consider the set of persons, denetederated at-(t
1) who are stillin-scope at t. For each person j in this set, we define the following binary
variable:

ri=1 if the person is in,S.e. is successfully enumerated at t
r;=0 otherwise, i.e. the person is not successfully enumerated at t

Using a logit model, for instanceve can determine the response propensity ach person
in the above set as a function of a vector of auxiliary variabtes V

p; =Pr(R; =1V,

Where Ris a random indicator of response, whose realisatign F®r any person j in,sthe
required weight is:
W(RB)
RB060 =w{*® =~ for wave t>2.
i
The application of the above procedure requires that for each person enumeratgdthe (t

personds status at t is known precd)sanlbg . Thi
classified into one of the following categories uniquely:

Enumerated at t
Remains in the population, but not enumerated at t
Moves out of the population

In practice, for a proportion (of neenumerated persons), it cannot be determined whether

they belongo (2) or (3). Each such person has to be assigned to one or the other of these two
groups on the basis of some appropriate exogenous information or model. This may be done,
for instance, on the basis of a Ilropensitytor egr e
remain in the population as a function of a set of auxiliary variables.

In so far as the most naesponse occurs at the household level, a majority of the relevant
auxiliary variables will be geographical and household level variables irdgioisehold size

and type, tenure); also constructed variabl e
Some personal vari ables are also | i kiethey t o b
sort of variables correlated with persons movingew address, setting up a new household,
remaining traceable, etc. The main difference from similar adjustment ferespanse at

wave 1 is that a great deal is known about-respondents at subsequent waves, in so far as

those persons have been enuneetrg@reviously.
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There are certain (small) categories of households and individuals which, according to EU
SILC rules, are not followed up. Examples are households that are not enumerated at wave 1

or for two consecutive waves thereafter, or evenematmerated at a single wave for some
specified reason. Furthermore, persons below a certain age (under 14, or under 16 in some
countries) are not followed up 1 f they move
adult sample person. For the presentppee, all these categories are treated as non
respondent$ even if these have not been recorded as such in the survey because of particular
EU-SILC tracing rules. The above applies to all household members coveredilé) R
including persons aged 16+diirrespective of whether an initial sample of households or
persons has been used.

For the personal interview samplef(l¢), the above provide the starting weights but a further
adjustment is required depending on the type of the sample. For a sdrhpleseholds, the
adjustment arises from withimousehold nomesponse (which in most countries is very
small). First, base weighta/"® are applied to the completed (and accepted) personal
interview sample. Then the results are calibrated on gender gendim single years)
according to the distribution of the-fike sample aged 16+ weighted by the same base
weights. The resulting weightg™® = PB050 for the completed individual interview sample
are these postalibration weights. The result is that tRdile sample gives the same agex
distribution, as the Rle sample for persons aged 16+.

For a sample of persons, rtes@moeasied. ndoi wii nitior
data compiled for all household members aged 16+, the already conmasdveights are
used unchanged, which gives PB050=RB060.

For nonincome variables collected via the personal interview with selected respondents (one
per household), the personal interview data weighted by:

ewiRel g
PB080 =w(®® = WE??@WQ, tz 2,
I Y1y

are calibrated on gender and age (in single years) according to the distribution of the total
sample aged 16+ weighted differently, namely W{®. The resulting weights for the

completed individual interview sample are thpsetcalibration weights.
There remain some additional categories of persons to be considered:

Children born to sample women. They receive the weight of the mother.

Persons moving into sample households from outside the survey population. They receive the
average of base weights of existing household members.

Persons moving into sample households from othersaomple households in the population

it hese -raersei diecnot s6 and are given zero base wei

These are also persons who had a base weight tow#lgiwho were not enumerated for the

first wave, and who were subsequently returned as those sample persons not enumerated in
wave 2 but returned in wave 3; and those who were not enumerated in wave 3 but returned in
wave 4. Since during their absencesdaveights of other persons in the sample are adjusted

to take into account that absence, on return these persons canneissegmed a positive

weight without adjusting the weights of other persons. Hence it is convenient at this stage
(duringtheirabs nce) to retain a zero base weight fo

IV. Cross-sectional weights, year 2 onwards
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In the following figure, the rotation groups in a rotational design are repre8epéeticularly
the structure of the crosectional sample at each yeirl§old):

Panel introduced in year

X
X X
X X X
Y-3 X X x[|x
Y-2 X x|x|x
Y-1 XIxIx X
Y x[x x X
SURVEY YEAR Y

The crosssectional sample at Y is clearly representative of the target-sectisnal
population at Y, through the selection of a-sample at Y in this population. On the other
hand, the three "old" sedamples do not represent some "immigrants" entering the target
population. The figure below summarises the situation for each panel.

Panéintroduced in Sample and

year weight Population
Y (5, W) P,
Y-1 (S, W5 ) P, - IN(eW
Y2 (5, W5™) R, - (INO= +IN{SY)
-3 (s, W75™) P, - (INO® + N0 + INCe)

P, is the target crossectional population at Y.

IN™*¥is the population entering the target population and forming separate household (no
initial population member) during the year preceding Y.

s is the sample enuenated in the #h year of a specified panel, for example in year 3 of
panel Y-2 in the third row above.

wk(RB) is the corresponding base weight @hkyear of the specified panel. (RB) indicates that

the reference is to base weights @& tbtal population (Rile).

w,"® are the base weighte,"® at t = 3, modified to incorporate -mtries into the
sample. This refers to sample persons who weyecoursei present at t = 1, not present in
the samplat t = 2, but were renumerated again at t = &, is an extension ofv, " : it
gives a nofzero weight to returnees at t = 3. This requires thatvt@@B) weights of all other
sample persons haveltoe adj ust ed ( seret r6iWes &@)h.ti ng of r e

w',®® These are a modification of base weights™® at t = 4, as will be defined below.

We use a simple procedure to estimate first adjustment to the base wgi‘ﬁﬁts

1(RB)

W4-(RB) — £° ‘_‘3

g
8®v4(RB) .
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RB)

Then, in the same way as going framf™® to w,®® to accommodate returnees at t = 3, we

go fromw,®® to w',®®, adjusting for returnees st 4.

In order to put the four crossections together we first multiply the weights of units according
to their origin (initial population or immigrants at previous wave) in order to take into account
the number of times the subpopulation they refes t@presented in the different panels. We
have:

P, - (INU® +INOS” +INOSY) by 4/4=1

(new)

IN,_, by 43
N, by 42=2
N, by  4/1=4

Let w; be the weight of unit j after the abeweentioned modification. Whin a household,
each member j has been assigned a weightexcept for "ceresidents”, i.e. for every
household members who are ineligible for inclusion in the panel, for wiyefn An average

of these weights over all household members (includirgegsdents) is assigned to each
member (including coesidents). We recommend applying this averaging process to all
households, including households that do not containr@sident. Finally, the four panels
are combined and the weights are scaled by arfatth

wi=w; /4
The final step will be to calibrate these weights against external standards; using the approach
already described in Il. Integrative calibration will ensure that members in the same

household all receive the same weight. Houseboddssectional weight is the same as the
average personal cressctional weight: DB090=RB050

By replacingw®® by w"® throughout, we obtain the personal cresstional weight PB040.
Similarly, by replacing it withvt>®, we obtain the selected respent crosssectional weight
PB060.

Remark: trimming

Trimming refers to recoding of extreme weights to more acceptable values. The objective of
trimming is to avoid excessive increase in variance due to weighting, and possibly give rise to
influential datagven though the process introduces some bias. The aim is to seek a trimming
procedure which reduces the mean squared error. Basically, at each step of the weighting
procedure, the distribution of the resulting weight adjustments should be checked.

There & no rigorous procedure for general use to determine the limits for trimming. While
more sophisticated approaches are possible, it is desirable to have a simple and practical
approach. Such an approach may be quite adequate for the purpose if the plmtgtade

wide enough.

The following simple procedure is recommended with:
w,? = weight before adjustment (nane s ponse, cal i brationég)

w,? = weight determined after adjustment

w® W their respective mean values,
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Any computed adjusted weights outside the following limits should be recoded to the
boundary of these limits:

(2) y:(2)

w7 [w

1/C¢ - ¢C
vvim /Wt

A reasonable value for the parameter is C=3. Since trimming alters the mean value of the
weights, the above adjustment may be applied iteratively, with the medatamnined after
each cycle. Typically, a very small number of cycles should suffice.

V. Longitudinal weights (SILC variables RB062, RB063 and RB064)

We consider the longitudinal dasat delivered each year, after 88ILC year 2, when the
normal rotational system has been established. The set consists of three panels of duration:
two, three and four years as shown below. We will refer to each panel by its current duration.

Panel durabn
*
years (2) v2 v2
*
v2 v2
years (3) v3 v3 v3
*
v2 v2
years (4) v3 v3 v3
v4 v4 v4 v4
year Y-3 Y-2 Y-1 Y

* Panel selected. Each square represents an annual data-$&t. IdBgitudinal variables to be defined.
These are three longitudinal data sets of different durations which are of interest:

Longitudinal set of a twayear durationinvolving annual data from year {¥) and Y. All the

three panels 2, 3 and 4, contribute to this set. In the diagram, V2 stands for the required
longitudinal weight to be used in the analysis of these data. The diagram also shows the
annual data sets forhich this variable is required.

Longitudinal set of a three year duration, involving annual data from yea2$ t¥Y. Panels
3 and 4 contribute to this set. V3 is the required longitudinal weight for the analysis of this
set. The annual data sets for @fhthis variable is required are shown in the diagram.

Longitudinal set of a four year duration. Only panel 4 with data from yeai®) (6 Y
contributes to this set. V4 is the required longitudinal weight for its analysis.

Longitudinal set of a tweyear duration, for the most recent period €Y) to Y (variable
RB062)

Sample from panel Weight  Population not represented
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RB
() wg™® -
® W NG
@ W NG + NG

* IN : entrants in the year preceding Y, forming separate house

To ensure proper representation of the special groups identified in the final column, we first
multiply the weights assigned to cases:

INOY by 3

IN{"SY by 3/2

Then the required target variables can be computed as folRBE62 :W% wherew; is the
weight for any unit j as defined above.

Longitudinal set of a thregyear duration, for (¥2) to Y (variable RB063)

Sample from panel Weight Population not representec

@) Wi

@ Wi NG

After multiplying the weights assigned to caseifi%’ by 2, the required target variable for
all the longitudinal units of interest can be computed as:

RB063 ="

Longitudinal set of a fouryear duration, for (¥3) to Y (variable RB064)

For the four year panel, ¢3) to Y: the modified base weightg{"® directly give the required
target weights.

Only panel 4 with data from years @) to Y contributes to this set and the longitudinal
weight is given byw "® .

This weight is not equal to RB060. For example, members with RB110 = 4 in the last wave
will have RB064 equal to zero while RB0O60 will be equal to the weight of the mother.

Weighting of re-entries
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E

D d

C C o

B b b

A a a a
N1=A+B+C+D nl=a+b+c+d n2=a+b n3=a+c

wave 1 wave 2 wave 3
Initial population sample ===>>

A sample is selected from the initial populationvatve 1. We conceptualise the population as
being divided into five parts, A to E, according to its potential response status.

A = part of the population which potentially responds for all three waves, W=1 to 3.
B = potential respondents at W=1 and W=, ot at W=3

C = potential respondents at W=1 and W=3, but not at W=r(irges)

D = potential respondents at W=1, but not at any subsequent wave

E = potential nosrespondents at W=1.

The latter mentioned group (E) are not followed up in4SILLC. Theyonly affect the sample
weights at W=1, but not thereafter. Hence they are of no further interest in this note.

Let us assume for simplicity that all quantities above refer to the 'longitudinal’ population, i.e.
to all units at wave 1 thaémain inscopeat waves 2 and 3.

2. Suppose that wl, the (perdemel) weights at wave W=1, have been appropriately
determined taking into account the design weights,-response at wave 1, and any
calibration adjustments.

Therefore, wave 2 weights, w2, can be deteeatifrom the wave 1 weights, wl, by taking
into account nomesponse between waves 1 and 2. For instaocelitional on appropriately
selected auxiliary variables/e determine response propensities

o = P(n2|n1)1
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where the righthand side is anbdreviation indicating the propensity, for the n1 sample units,
to be present in sample h2vith the previous wave weights w1l modified as

(1) W, =W1/P(n2|nl)’

the achieved sample (n2=a+b) at wave 2 with weights w2 represents the population N1, just
as does nl with the original weights wl. Similarly, with weights at wave 2 modified as

s = Haln, ] ~ Plan, JFnn,)’

the 'longitudinal’ sample a with weights w3 represents the population N1, just as n2 does with
weights w2, and n1 with the original weighi4.

(2)

3. The objective is to determine weights such that n3=(a+c) represents the population N1.
Clearly, in terms of the propensity to be conditional on being in (a+c), weighasdwg'
relate as:

W, = w3i/P(a\ln3), giving

Wz-P(alns) _ \Nl'P(alnB)
P(eq n, ) P(aj n, ).P(n2|nl)
As noted, the response propensities are deternuoeditional on appropriatelyelected

auxiliary variables. Generally, we use auxiliary variables referring to wave 1 for estimating
P(n,|n,), to wave 2 for estimating(an, ), and to wave 3 for estimatimfgn, ). This means
that the three propensities in (3) are defined only for units common to all the three waves,

namely for set a. Therefore, (3) can be used to define the required weights only for units in set
a.

3 Wj = Ws-P(al ns) =

For the remaining units (c) in sample n3, we may use the following slightly approximate
solution.

4. An alternative to (3) is
@ wi=w,/Pngn,).

The objective of (4) is the same as that of (3): to provide weights such that n3=(a+c)
represerd the population N1. However, (4) is less precise than (3), as it goes directly from
wave 1 to wave 3 and disregards information specific to wave 2. However, it is determinable
for all units n3=(a+c).

We can use (3) for units in the larger set a, and (491 the remaining (re-entries) c.

5. The introduction of wave 4 causes no further complication ifSBIC. For units which
are enumerated in both waves 3 and 4, we have the required wave 4 weights analogous to (1):

w, :w3i/P(n4|n3).

For units enumetad in waves 2 and 4, but not in wave 3, we have the required wave 4
weights analogous to (4):

! As noted above, strictly this refers to units from sample n1 whickt#iréin scopeof the target population at
n2.
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w, = WZ/P(n4|n2).
Note that in accordance with EBILC follow-up rules for nofresponse, no cases are retained
in wave 4 which were not enumerated in batives 2 and 3. Hence no further complications

are involved.
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TRACING RULES

The main objective of the longitudinal component of-EWIC is to study changes over time

at individual level, such as transitions from school to work and from work to retireffoars,

into and out of economic activity and work and, above all, changes in the level of income and
poverty of individuals and households.

One of the most important objectives of the longitudinal component eBIEQ is to allow

the calculation of the&Saial Inclusionl ndi cat or -fiskdf prowe.rJhisent at e
indicator is computed as the percentage of the population living in households where the
equivalised disposable income was below the 60% threshold for the current year and at least
two outof the preceding three years. The population consists of all the persons that have been
living for four years in private households.

As a consequence, it is necessary in the longitudinal component @ILEL) to trace
individuals on a minimum of a fowyea period.

Longitudinal surveys require a set of procedures that indicate who is traced and interviewed
through time.

Target population

In each wave, the longitudinal component of-BULC should ideally represent the current
target population, i.e. thpopulation of all persons living in private households within the
national territory of the country concerned. Excluded from the target population are persons
living in collective households and in institutions. For practical reasons, small parts of the
national territory (the excluded areas) may also not be covered in the survey.

In practice, the target population that can be covered will differ in certain respects from the
above as a result of the manner in which the longitudinal sample is constrlib&ed.
longitudinal component of EASILC will comprise one or more panels. Each panel will begin
with the selection of an initial sample representing the target population at the time of its
selection. This initial sample is then followagd over time (for aninimum duration of four

years; or the duration may be longer or indefinite depending upon the design adopted in the
country), according to specified tracing rules defined below. The objective of the tracing rules
is to reflect any changes in the targepplation in the initial sample and to follewp
individuals over time. The sample for the 8ILC longitudinal component at any given time
(year) will typically consist of (i) follomup of the initial sample(s) selected at earlier times,
plus (i) anynewd i ni t i al sampled selected at the ti
designso, as wel |l as any supplements which
compensate for panel attrition.

m e
r

Thus, depending on the tracing rules, the longitudszethple at any given time may not
exactly represeseéecttih@enacludr rteaantgedtcrpemsul ati on.
changes which need to be reflected include births to individuals in the original population,
movements of persons from outside tginal population (from collective households,
institutions or abroad) into private households containing individuals from that population,

and into new private households that do not contain such individuals. With the possible
exception of sample supphents added specially for the purpose, the lattentioned

category of iamigrants is generally not covered by the panel tracing procedures. Deducted

from the population are individuals who have died, moved out of scope (abroad or outside the
private houshold sector), or who have become ineligible for other reasons.
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Initial sample and sample persons

As already mentioned in O0SurveSjiCpenanstothe t he
following types of units. This applies to both the crsestioral and longitudinal components.

Households, for the collection of household level variables

All household members, for the collection of demographic and other basic information on
household members, including on household size and composition

All householdmembers aged 16+, for the collection of income and basic information

Selected respondents, which may include all members aged 16+ or a random subsample
thereof (usually one such person per household), for the collection of detailed information,
and

Former household members (for the longitudinal component only), on whom some
elementary information on activity status and time spent in the household during the income
reference period may be collected.

The information for Set #&h nwstbemledes througled ai | e
personal interview in all countries, irrespective of whether or not registers are used for other
purposes. ELBILC permits two types of samples for this purpose:

An initial sampl e of 0 ¢ 0 mppkrsohseird eadh diauseboldo | d s
Among these, only persons aged 16+ at the time are eligible for the detailed personal
interview.

A random sample of persons. Again, only persons aged 16+ at the time are eligible for the
detailed personal interview.

Both these dtemes are intended to represent the entire target population of persons (and
hence also all private households) at the time of sample selection. They differ only in the type
of sample selected from that population.

Set 4 defines samples for the other s&tgese consist of all households containing at least
one Set 4 person (Set 1) or all current members of these households (Set 2). Among current
members, only persons aged 16+ at the end of the income reference period are eligible for the
collection of inome and related information under Set 3.

Individuals selected for the purpose of Set 4 are termed sample persons. These are all or a
subset of persons in the initial sample which are followed up over the duration of the panel to
obtain the longitudinal sgohe of observations. Thus, in principle, all members of households

in the initial sample of O6completed househo
persons, the term applies only to the individuals selected (normally one per sample
household). @er individuals in sample households are termedesaents. A sample
household is defined as a household containing at least one sample person.

For those countries where a sample of complete households is selected, exactly the same
information (all Setsl-4) is required from sample persons and fromresidents. For
countries using a random sample of persons (normally one person per householdB Sets 1
apply to sample persons as well asresidents in the households, while the personal
interview (Set 4 applies only to the sample persons.

Follow-up of sample persons

To study changes over time at individual level, it is necessary that all sample persons are
followed-up over time, despite the fact that they may move to a new location during the life of
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the panel. However, in the implementation of-BW.C, some restrictions will be applied for
practical reasons, as explained below.

Movement

Ideally, all sample persons once selected should be followed up at whatever new place they
move to. However, for costind other practical reasons, it has been decided that-48I1EU
persons moving only within the confines of the target population as defined above will be
followed-up: in other wordsperson remaining or moving within private households in the
national teritory covered in the surveysample persons moving to a collective household or
to an institution, moving to national territories not covered in the survey, or moving abroad
(to a private household, collective household or institution, within or outsed&W), would
normally not be traced. The only exception would be the continued tracing of those moving
temporarily (for actual or intended duration of less than 6 months) to a collective household
or institution within the national territory covered, ware still considered a member of the
household.

Age range

The longitudinal sample must also remain representative of all age groups in the population.
This means than in principle, persons of all ages should be followed up. However, in view of
cost and otér practical considerations, separate folggvmay be restricted to persons above

a certain age. The appropriate choice of the agef€uwtill depend on the type of ESILC

design adopted by the country.

The minimum EUSILC requirements are for a folleup of individuals in the longitudinal
sample for a period of four years. For panels of such short duration, it is acceptable (in view
of cost and other practical reasots)separately followup only persons aged 14 or over at

the time of selection of theitial sample for a panel

The practical effect of this limitation is that children aged under 14 in the initial sample will
not be covered in the longitudinal sample ut only i f they move 06i
original household to a new househaelthtaining no member aged 14+.Since households in
the longitudinal sample include all private households containing at least one sample person,
when the followup is confined to sample persons above a certain age (such as 14+), the
resulting sample will dll short of the ideal by excluding households which contain only
sample person(s) below that age limit (and no older sample persons).

In addition, to reflect demographic changes in the population accurately, it is also necessary
that provision is made tanclude newborn children into the sample. This can be achieved by
including children born to sample women also as sample persons and following them up using
the normal procedures. For short panels of a-year duration, it has been decided not to
follow up newborn children. This results in unadewverage of babies who move to
households containing no person aged 14+ from their original housklwlcircumstance

which should be rare in EU countries.

The implication of these restrictions on the follow of children is that longitudinal
(persistent) poverty among them cannot be estimated exactly. However, as noted, the
approximation will be confined to children moving into new households not containing any
person aged 14+.

Hence it is not sufficient to cdine the selection to persons aged 16+ within each household
for the purpose of followup. For a fouryear panel, the selection should at least cover
persons aged 14+.
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Thed9onger the duration of the panel, the greater the necessity to lower the agbdwveit a
which all sample persons will need to be followed. It is recommended that if the panel
duration exceeds say eight years, the follgwcovers persons of all ages, including children
born to sample women during the course of the panel survey.

As notedearlier, two types of sample designs are possible unde®IEO for the detailed

per sonal interview survey: a sample of 06comp
are eligible for the detailed personal interview; or a sample of persons, inndniolally one

person aged 16+ is selected per sample household for the purpose of a detailed personal
interview.

It is important to emphasise that in the design employing a sample of persons, the inclusion of
persons aged under 16 is a more critical requerg than that in a sample of complete
households. This is because in a sample of persons, those aged under 16 can enter the
interview sample on achievement of age 16 only if they were already selected into the sample
for this purpose.

It is consequentlyacommended by Eurostat, for countries using a sample of persons (register
countries) to select a sample of persons aged 14+ in case of-yeéryranel and to bring
their household into the sample:

The selected persons aged 14+ (i.e. the selected respgshdre the only ones to be followed
up if they move

Selected respondents aged1Blat the time of selection will not be interviewed in detail till

they reach the age of 16but must be followedip (traced) even though no detailed personal
interviews @& al | is involved in the household (the
reach the age of 16). Household and income information should nevertheless be collected for
such households, normally using registers.

The size of the selected sample wouleked to be appropriately increased to achieve the
required number of interviews with persons aged 16+.

If panels of longer than a fowear duration, the age limit for the selection of individuals
would need to be reduced further.

Non-respondents

A houséold that refuses interview may be dropped from the sample. Any sample persons are
automatically dropped from further folloup.

For a short panel of a foyears duration, a household which has not been enumerated for
two consecutive years or na@ontacté the first year of the panel (due to the impossibility of
accessing address, because the whole household is temporarily away or is unable to respond
due to incapacity or illness) may be dropped, along with any sample person in it. Households
that are norenumerated for a single year due to the impossibility of locating the address, the
address being neresidential or unoccupied, lost (no information on what happened to the
household) may be dropped.

In countries using panels of longer duration, more ahgh followrup procedures are
recommended because of the greater danger of panel attrition. As a general recommendation,
only those household that produce womsecutiveoninterviews may be dropped.

Precise tracing rules

Based on the above, the BBILC tracing rules are summarised below:
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Children aged under 14 will not be traced if they move to a new household containing no
sample person aged 14+, I n this sense, t hey
persons aged 14+ will be normally traced.

Detailed interviews will be conducted with those persons aged 16+, and in the case a sample
of complete households is used, with all persons aged 16+ (whether sample persens or co
residents) in the household.

Sample persons aged 14+ who have moved to anpthate household within the country
are traced to the new location. Those aged 16+ are interviewed.

Strictly, the reference here is to the territory of the country included in the target population.
Those moving to certain small and specified exclugleds are dropped from the survey, as
are persons moving out of the country.

Sample persons aged 14+ who reside temporarily in a collective household or institution but
who are still considered as members of a private household are traced and, if aged G+,
be interviewed by proxy.

However, sample persons aged 14+ who have moved to a collective household, are
institutionalised or moved abroad on a permanent or indefinite basis, for an actual or intended
duration of six months or more, or for a shaaysbut who cannot be considered a member of

any private household, are dropped from the survey. (In such cases, the following information
should be recorded from someone who was a
previous wave: to where did the pen move, date of movement, number of months spent in

the household during the income reference period and main activity status during the income
reference period).

For sample persons who died, no information other than date of death, number of months
sper in the household during the income reference period and main activity status during the
income reference period will be collected.

For sample persons aged 14+ who have not been contacted in the previous wave because of
the impossibility to access the adds (for atmospheric reasons) or because the whole
household was temporary absent or wunabl e to
reasons, a new contact will be attempted in the present wave. If the sample person has not
been contacted theadt year or two consecutive years due to the reasons mentioned above, the
sample person may be dropped from the survey.

Sample persons aged 14+ will also be dropped if theyhave not been contacted because of the
impossibility to locate the address lm#cause the address was -mesidential or unoccupied,

lost (no information on what happened to the survey) and who (or whose household) refused
to cooperate.

Coresidents are included in EBILC as long as they continue to live with a sample person.
Per®nal information is required, using normal procedures, if aged 16+. Howewer, co
residents are not traced if they move to a household that does not contain a sample person
(aged 14+).

For former residents (66t he f o rstiheee mdnthsuirs e h ol c
the household during the income reference period, the following information will be required

(only initial households): number of months spent in the household during the income
reference period and main activity status during the ingefeeence period.

The age cubff of 14 years will be lowered if panels of duration longer than four years are
used. Persons of all ages in the initial sample (including children born to sample women)
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should be treated as sample persons to be follmped panels of duration exceeding eight
years.

The age refers to the age that person is in the first wave of each panel.

The following table summarize the follewp of sample persons, sample households and co
residents:

Table 4. Rules for the follow-up of sample persons, sample households and-sidents

Sample persons Action
Persons move to a private household Followed to the new location of the
within the national territory covered in household

the survey
Other persontemporarily away but who| Covered in the household they belong
are still considered as members of the
household

Persons who are no longer members 0 Dropped fom the survey
private household, or who have moveg
outside the national territory covered in

the survey
Sample households Action
Non-enumerated for a single year due t Dropped

impossibility of locating the address, thg
address being neresidential or
unoccupied, lost (no information on wh;
happened to the household), or the
household refusing tco-operate
Non-contacted in the first year of the Dropped
panel or norcontacted two consecutive
years due to the impossibility to access
the address, because the whole housel
is temporarily away or is unable to
respond due to incapacity or illnessfar
other reasons

Co-residents Action
Living in a household containing at leas Followed to new location
one sample person
Living in a household not containing an Dropped

sample person

Organisation of the tracing

For countries where a sampd¢ households/address was selected, the tracing will be done
from the addresses that exist in the previous wave.

Due to the fact that the main risk of attrition in a panel survey is linked to the movers,
measures to avoid this risk have to be taken byNihes to collect the maximum possible
information when a sample person is moving. The NDUs have to establish special procedures
to trace all moving/sphoff households.

Most importantly, every effort is to be made to trace moving people before the wtervied s
visit. Several measures can be taken, e.g. (a) asking about intention or expectation of move at
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the previous interview; (b) contact by mail or phone in the intervening period between the
waves; (c) requesting the household to inform of a move (wipropriate financial
incentives) etc.

In order to be able to trace moving/split households, the first task of the interviewer, when
visiting the address of the household in the previous wave, is to get all the information for the
identification of the howshold and on the changes in the household composition. It is
important to obtain the date, reason of move and the new address of the movers.

If the interviewer is unable to obtain the new address, then an attempt must be made by the
supervisor and/or by éhcentral team. It is recommended that within each NDU, at least one
person is concerned only with finding the new addresses of these households in the
population, using the postal system/other sources.

Another proposal which may be considered is to ugeialised interviewers for following
the movers: they could be paid more, and have a closer relationship with the supervisor.

Information to be collected

I n t he initial househol d, the o6whol ed i nfor
basic infornation for former household members and also basic information on household
members in a previous wave that are no longer household members, will be collected.

In the splito f f househol d, only the o6wholed infor
members Wi be collected.

The o6whol ebé information required for current
former household members and the basic information on household members in previous
waves that are no longer household members, are laid downQothmission Regulation on

the list of target primary variables.

Where a sample person is in the survey for more than one year, information will be obtained
regarding whether the person remained at the same address or moved to a different address
from oneyear to the next.
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IMPUTATION

In EU-SILC, missing data problems can arise from the fact that there are diverse sources in a
number of forms. This discussion concetime problem of imputation for item naesponse,
particularly the problem encountered in constructing total household income in the presence
of missing information on some income components. Similar problems arise when the
information is available on sarbut not all members of a household.

The discussion is confined to the creextional context only. Editing and imputation of
longitudinal data involves taking into account auxiliary values from the current wave,
previous and future waves (countriesngsa rotational or longerm panel will apply a
common imputation method for the cresectional and longitudinal component).

There are two reasons for imputing missing data; one may be referred to as statistical and the
other practical. The statisticadason of imputation is to minimise the mean squared error of
survey estimates, in particular the r@sponse bias component that arises when the pattern

of missing data is not random. The practical reasons concern consistency between the results
from different analyses (which may haniland be affected differently by the problem of
missing data), and the convenience of not having to deal with the missing data problem at the
analysis stage.

In certain situations, such as when the incidence of iterrregponse is low and/or when the
nonrresponse happens not to be selective, it may be a reasonable option to ignore the problem
and confine the analysis to those cases that have complete information.

However, this is not a typical option in the case of&UC. This is because total household
income is made up of a large number of components. In a large proportion of the cases,
information on some but not all components may be available. It is not acceptable to reject a
case if the information is incompletas that would result in the loss of much valuable
information. Hence it is essential to impute missing values in the income variables where that
can be reasonably done. Furthermore, since the total income of a household-igpno&de
incomes of its individal members, it is also necessary to take into account the problem of
missing individual interviews within otherwise completed households.

Missing data in EUSILC
Coverage and sample selection errors

These arise for instance when units in the target ptipal are not represented (whether
implicitly or explicitly) in the sampling frame, or when the unit selection probabilities are
distorted, or other sample selection errors occur. Generally, such distortions are extremely
difficult to correct. Some corrdons may be possible on the basis of information external to
the sampling frame. Such adjustments are variously called {meadting, poststratification,
calibration, etc.

Unit non-response

This refers to the absence of information on whole units (holdsehad/or persons) selected

for the sample. Normally the impact of unit Agsponse is reduced by attaching appropriate
weights to the responding cases. Some of the information for weighting comes from within
the survey, s uc h a sction prébabilittes &nd onit nevsponse nies s 6 s
for different subgroups in the sampl e. Thi s
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weighting normally also makes use of external control distributions of population
characteristics (e.g. by housethaize, location, age and sex, activity status). This is similar to
the benckmarking, poststratification or calibration mentioned above.

Partial unit non-response

EU-SILC involves two levels of units of analysis: household and persons. In analysis
involving the distribution units at either of these levels, -reBponse can be dealt with
through weighting. However, a special feature of &UC is that a number of variables at the
household level are not collected directly with the household as the windrébconstructed

by aggregating information on individual members of the household. An example is the

variable O6number of economically acdefinade me mb
current activity status06, ctiwphgstatus of allehquaehalde s i n
members.

The most important of this class of variables concerns the component of household income.
This can be constructed only if information on income is available for all members of the
househol d. T h enortreersnp otnpseerdt iiasl iunntirtoduced to d
some but not all individual members of a household selected for the survey have been
successfully enumerated. Two possible approaches of dealing with this problem are: (i)
adjustment of sample wghts of enumerated individuals in the household with the objective

of compensating for members not enumerated; or (ii) construction of the required variables

for each norenumerated person in the household through imputation.

Item non-response

This refersto the situation when a sample unit has been successfully enumerated, but not all
the required information has been obtained.

In certain situations, such as when the incidence of iterregponse is low, it may be a
reasonable option to ignore the prabland confine the analysis only to cases with complete
information. However, as noted above, this is not an option in the case SiLELJ

In Table 5, two types of approaches (which may be used in combination) are mentioned:
imputation and weighting.

Table 5. Treating missing data

Missing data Compensating measures
Coverage and sample selection errg Benchmarking, post
stratification, calibration
Unit nonresponse Benchmarking, post Weighting
stratification, calibration
OParti adeponseni t n|Weighting Imputation
Item nonrresponse Imputation Weighting
Target variables (gross income Modelling
components)

The construction of target income variables

EU-SILC requires income components to be in the gross f@omponents which are

available (collected) as net amounts still have to be converted to the required gross form.
These present a different omissing valued pr
be modellingor microsimulationrather than paly statistical imputation.
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EU-SILC target variables for imputation

Accordingtothe EkBI LC Fr amewor k Regul ati on: 0 MS sha
(Eurostat) in the form of micrdata files weighted crossectional and longitudinal data
which has been checked, edited anguted in relation to the incomed .

The Commis®n Regulation on sampling and tracing rules mentions, in relation to the
imputation:

1. Where nonresponse to income variables at component level results missing data,
appropriate methods of statistical imputation shall be applied,

2. Where any gross inme variable at component level is collected directly, appropriate
methods of statistical imputation and/or modelling shall be applied to obtain the required
target variables.

3. When nowresponse to an individual questionnaire occurs within a sample holdse
appropriate statistical procedures for weighting, or imputation shall be used to estimate the
total income of the household.

Furthermore, the Commission Regulation in fieldwork aspects and imputation procedures
refers to the imputation as follows:

1. The procedure applied to the data should preserve variation of and correlation between
vari abl es. Met hods t hat i ncorporate Odéerror
preferable to those that simply impute a predicted value.

2. Methods which takmto account the correlation structure (or other characteristics of the
joint distribution of the variables) shall be preferable to the marginal or univariate approach.

Desirable characteristics of an imputation procedure

A set of rules is required to priole a guide on how to generate acceptable imputation results.
The quality of the results always requires considerable amounts of good judgement during the
imputation process, in the identification of patterns, in the selection of the appropriate
techniqus, choice of auxiliary variables, etc.

Various approaches to the imputation of missing values are possible. It is neither necessary
nor possible to insist on any particular methodology in the case «8IEQ. However, there

are clearly some desirable projpes that the procedure should have, and some procedures are
better than others in terms of those properties.

The procedure should preserve the variation of, and correlations between, variables. Methods

t hat i ncorporate some ubedvaluesrare prefaraple to thase that | nt ¢
simply impute a predicted value. Similarly, methods that take into account the correlation
structure (or other characteristics of the joint distribution of the variables) are preferable to the
marginal or univariat@pproach which deals with the imputation of each variable separately.

On the other hand, it is also desirable to limit the complexity or the computational work
involved in the construction of the imputations.
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Partial unit non-response:

Adjusting for personal interview nonrresponse within interviewed households

It is necessary to correct for the effect of remponding individuals within a household when
aggregating personal level income variables to construct the corresponding variables at the
houselld level. Otherwise, income of individuals not interviewed is not accounted for when
calculating the householddés total I ncome.

The same applies to other variables constructed at the household level through the
aggregation of persdevel variables.

Onepssi bl e approach to dealeismpgmp nwietdh ptrloéd | @ pna i
full imputation of missing personal interviews.

However, the adjustment of sample weights can provide a simpler alternative.

A simplified procedure, such as it was applie the case of ECHP, is justified on the grounds
that only a small proportion (around 3% overall) of the households were affected by the
problem, though of course it could substantially affect the data for particular households.
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TRANSMISSION OF DATA AND DATA AVAILIBITY

Deadlines
According to article 10 6Transmission of dat
toEUSI LC confidenti al dataod of t he Framewor k

of the Council concerning Commun#yatistics on income and living conditions (EBILC):

Member States shall transmit to the Commission (Eurostat), in the form of-daitadiles,
weighted crossectional and longitudinal data that has been fully checked, edited and
imputed in relation tincome.

Member States shall transmit the data in electronic form, in conformity with an appropriate
technical format to be adopted in accordance with the procedure laid down in article 14.

To fulfil the need of an early assessment of changes in thedfigidverty, it was agreed to
send a subset of the micro datafiles. This subset would,almong otherghe calculation of
"severe material deprivation" indicators. This subset of micro datafiles is called "early
transmission”

In order to simplify the allection of crosssectional and longitudinal micro data, it was
agreed to reconcile both components in the same microdata files. This micro datafile delivery
is called "regular transmission”

The transmission and dissemination of the data is summarisieg fiollowing table

Transmission | Deadline for transmission Transmission of Dissemination of micro
type of the data indicators from Eurostat data
to the Commission

Early Ey the end of year of surve Early material deprivation None

transmission indicatorsby the end of
January N+1

Regular By the end of June of survg Crosssectional indicators| Crosssectional data: Eng
transmission year N+1 by the end of August of of February of year of
survey year N+1 survey N+2 **

2" regular By the end of november of Longitudinal indicators by| Longitudinal data: End
transmission survey year N+1 the end of December of | of July of year of survey
(optional)* survey year N+1 N+2 **

* This transmission can be envisaged if member statesnat ready to provide final
longitudinal weights at the deadline of reqular transmission

** Would you refer to "User database" documents to see the exact content e$ectenal
and longitudinal releases

Sample to be transmitted

Rotational panel schemwith four subsamples

Under a rotational panel scheme with four subsamples, Member States shall annually transmit
not only the rotational subsample up to year N with a four year duration to the Commission
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(Eurostat), but also the current rotational subdaswith shorter duration (thre@vo and one
year).Each year all théour subsamples will be transmitted together.

For each subsample, data of the previous years will be updated according to the longitudinal

controls.

Subsamples to transmit to Eurostafor year of survey N
Subsample
4

Subsample | Subsample | Subsample
106 20 30

Year of
survey

Year N-2
Year N-1
Year N

Subsampleto transmit

T [subsamplle not to transmit,

Sample to be disseminated

The Commission (Eurostat) will annually make available for scientific purposes, the micro
data files of these subsamples at the Community level. In this way, the Commission (Eurostat)
will make four subsampleisom year of survey Navailable for scientifigourposesas cross
sectional user database

Crosssectional data

Subsample | Subsample | Subsample | Subsample
Year of 4 106 20 30
survey

Year N-3

Year N-2

Year N-1
Year N

Subsamples tbe disseminated
LIIITITITITITTNID Subsampte not tbe disseminated

the Commission (Eurostat) will make three out of four subsamples that will cover at least the
most recentwo to fouryears available for scientific purposas longitudinal user database
Longitudinal data

Subsample | Subsample | Subsample | Subsample
Year of 4 10 20 30
survey

Year N-3

Year N-2

Year N-1
Year N

Subsamples tbe disseminated
Subsample not tbe disseminated

Panel scheme (pure panel)

Under a panel scheme such as ECHP, Member States will transmit updated longitudinal data
on an annual basis, covering the precedmg survey years to the Commission (Eurostat),
the two first data transmissions will cover respectively the two and three most recent years.

If new households (not split off households) are added to the panel (substitute the loss of other
panel h o u stkehnew lbeseholds should be considered the same way as a new
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subsample in a rotational survey. They should only be transmitted when they cover at least
two years.

Files to transmit to Eurostat

The target variables will be sent to EUROSTAT in four déferfiles:

Household Register (D)

Personal Register (R)
Household Data (H)
Personal Data (P)

The household register file (D) must contain every selected household, including those where
the address could not be contacted or those households could nerbiewed.

In the other files, records related to a household will only exist if the household has been
contacted AND has a completed household interview in the household data file (H) and at
least one member has complete data in the personal data fileh{®)member must be the
selected respondent if this mode of selection is used.

The personal register file (R) must contain a record for every person currently living in the
household or temporarily absent. In the longitudinal component it must alsincamtcord

for every person registered in thefiR of the previous year or who has lived in the
household for at least three months during the income reference method.

The personal data file (P) must contain a record for every eligible person for tileom
information could be completed from interview and/or registers.

Format and Transmission

Format
The files must be in CSYormat (comma separated values). The following rules apply:

Header row (first record with the variable names)

Delimiter of variable is comma (,)

Decimal separator is point (.)

Character values must NOT be enclosed by quotes

Bl ank variables are represented by nothing

The first three variables should be Year, Country and ID (for the rest of the variaffiblesdno

order is required)

e.g.

DB010,DB020,DB030,DB040,DB040_F,DB050,DB060,DB050_F,DB060_F,DB090,DB090
F, é

2003,BE,1,BE01,1;2-2 , 1. 25,

2003,BE,2,BE05,1,536,/2,, 1. 1

2003,BE,3,BE01,1;22, 1, 1,

Means of transmission

The means to send thetd@o Eurostat will be Stadium from the first year of the survey
onwards. Stadium requires an installation on both sides (at Eurostat and in the Member
States).

Register Files in EUSILC
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To complete the register files focusing on the variables and tHegs/se Annex 6
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General definitions

Gener al
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DEFINITIONS

For the crosssectional and longitudinal components of EBILC, the following definitions
will be applied:

Year ofsurvey
The year in which the survedata collection, or most of the collection, is carried out.

Fieldwork period

The period of time in which the survey component is collected.

Reference period

The period of time to which a particular item of informatiolatess.

Crosssectional data

The data pertaining to a given time or a certain time period. The-sgosisnal data may be
extracted either from a croesgctional sample survey with or without a rotational sample or
from a pure panel sample survey (on ctiodi that crossectional representativeness is
guaranteed); such data may be combined with register data (data on persons, households or
dwellings compiled from a unlevel administrative or statistical register).

Target primary areas

The subject areakdt are to be collected on an annual basis.

Target secondary areas

The subject areas that are to be collected every four years or less.

Gross income

The total monetary and nanonetary income received by the household over a specified
'income reference ped’, before deduction of income tax, regular taxes on wealth,

employees', selémployed and unemployed (if applicable) compulsory social insurance
contributions and employers' social insurance contributions, but after the inclusion -of inter
household trasfers received.

Disposable income

Gross income less income tax, regular taxes on wealth, employeegmpéifyed and
unemployed (if applicable) compulsory social insurance contributions, employers' social
insurance contributions and intérousehold tnasfers paid.

Collective household

A nonrinstitutional collective dwelling such as a boarding house, dormitory in an educational
establishment or other living quarters shared by more than five persons without sharing
household expenses. This also includesqes living as lodgers in households with more than
five lodgers.
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Institution

Refers to an old peoples’ home, health care institutions, religious institutions (convents,
monasteries), correctional and penal institutions. Basically, institutions areydistiad from
collective households, in that the residents of former have no individual responsibility for

their housekeeping. I n some <cases, ol d an p
household on the basis of this last rule.
Age

The age at the end of the income reference period except for the chaddarmrincome
relatedvariables where the age refers to the age at the time of interview.

The following definitions will be applied for the longitudinal component of ESILC:

Longitudinal data

The data pertaining to individubdvel changes over time, observed periodically over a certain
duration. The longitudinal data may come either from a esestonal survey with a
rotational sample where individuals once selected are follawedr from a pure panel
survey; it may be combined with register data.

[nitial sample
The sample of households or persons at the time it is selected for inclusiorSi.EU

Sample persons

All or a subset of the members of the households in the isérmaple who are above a certain
age.

Age limit used to define sample persons

In the case of a foryear panel, this age limit shall not be higher than 14 years. In countries
with a fouryear panel using a sample of addresses or of households, all hdusemobers

aged 14 and over in the initial sample shall be sample persons. In countries wittye@afour

panel using a sample of persons, this shall involve the selection of at least one such person per
household.

The abovementioned minimum age limit shddle lower in case of a longer panel duration.

For a panel duration exceeding eight years, members of all ages in the initial sample shall be
sample persons, and children born to sample women during the time the mother is in the
panel, shall be included aample persons.

Panel duration

The number of years over which sample persons, once selected into the sample, belong to the
panel to obtain or compile longitudinal information.

Rotational design

The sample selection based on a number ofssntples or reptations, each of them similar
in size and design and representative of the entire population. From one year to the next, some
replications are retained, while others are dropped and replaced by new replications.

In the case of a rotational design basedaom replications with a rotation of one replication
per year, one of the replications shall be dropped immediately after the first year, the second
shall be retained for two years, the third for three years, and the fourth shall be retained for 4
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years. [Fom the second year onwards, one new replication shall be introduced each year and
retained for four years.

Sample household

A household containing at least one sample person. A sample household shall be included in
EU-SILC for the collection ocompilation of detailed information if it contains at least one
sample person aged 16 or above.

Co-residents or norsample persons

Coresidents are all current residents of a sample household other than those defined above as
sample persons.

Entire houselold

A sample household is said to be entire (complete) if it remains as one household, without
forming an additional household and without the household disappearing, even though there
may have been changes in its composition from the previous wave duelts, ceambers
moving out of scope or emsident leaving the household, people joining the household, or
births.

Initial/Split -off household

A sample household from wave x iIs said to he
X reside at the time ofvave x+1 in more than one private household within the national
territories included in the target population.

When a split has occurred, one (and only one) of the resulting households shall be defined as
the Ainitial 06 househotlder swha rl en ftdare meodu Shesdpddi dee

The foll owing approach shall be foll owed i n
of fo househol ds:

If any sample person of the wave x still lives at the same address as the last wave, then his/her
housdhol d shall be defined as the dAinitial o ho
shall form ooatforhmosehabgs$jt

If no sample person lives at the address of the last wave, then the household of the sample
person who had the lowest persmmber in the register for the last wave shall be the initial
household. In the case in which this person is no longer alive or in a private household within
the national territory of the target population, the initial household shall be the household of
the sample person with the lowest person number.

Fusion

Sample persons from different sample households from the previous wave who join together
to form a new household.
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INCOME DATA

One of the main ELEILC objectives is to produce comparable and timebggsectional and
longitudinal data onincome and on thelevel and composition of povertyand social
exclusion.

The measure of poverty in the EU is based on the disposable iddonsudy income
distribution and compare income between European Counteewtdl gross and the gross
income at component level are required.

The first step to be resolved in setting up a conceptual framework for income distribution
analysis is the choice of reference period over which income should be measured. It is useful
to start from first principles and recall that one of the concepts which we are trying to capture
is current economic webeing, for which disposable incothevhat households have
available to spend or sa¥ds a proxy. The question then arises as to the diesite of
reference period over which to measure household income such that it most closely represents
current elt®inmognd .c Aef urt her consideration i :
required for two distinct purposes: (i) in its own right, toaswe the distribution of income
across households, and (i) as a classificatory and/or substantive variable to be used in
conjunction with other social indicators, in particular the indicators of social exclusion. The
ideal reference period for the firpurpose may not be the same as for the second and
compromise may be required.

The spectrum of choices of reference period ranges from lifetime income to income received

over the mostrecentper®dd ay t he | ast week or monteke. OANN
two extremes and is the concept most commonly addépied example, it is the
recommendati on of the Canberra Group. Howev e

ways and in order to achieve comparability between countries it is important tresntiee
interpretation is used throughout. Later it is discussed howraolih reference period can
be interpreted and applied. However, the two extremes of the spéclifetrme and current

incomed will be examined below because they can clarify the ckovdeich have to been
discussed in defining annual income.

Lifetime income

The proposition here i s t haleingatoddyasusterimned d 0 s
not just by income in the most recent period, but also by past expériandeindeed by

future expectations. A university student may have the expectation of a good job and so their

|l ow i ncome whilst they are studying may be a
income distribution. (Indeed their earnings potential may enale theéake out loans which

enable them to sustain a lifestyle in excess of that which their current income could support.)

At the other end of the lifecycle, a retired person may not only benefit from income from
savings set aside during their working lideshich would in any case be reflected in their

current incomé& but may also be drawing down some of their savings to finance current
consumption. (Dissaving of this kind will not be captured in the EU definition of disposable
income.) In addition, they mayenefit from past consumption made possible by past earnings.

For example, their ownership of consumer durables may be higher than their current income
would allow. Past income or future expectations may also influence social exclusion in less
directwaysf or exampl e, a personbs soci al position
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Even during their working lives, people may have incomes that fluctuate considerably from
year to year, so that to focus on the income of any particulad yetalone garticular week

or manthd would give a misleading impression of their position within the income
distribution. The selemployed, particularly farmers, exemplify this. A sethployed farmer

may experience years when yields are high and markets are buoyant, followed by years of
poor weather and of depressed world prices. They may be able to smooth the resulting
fluctuations in income so that fluctuations in their consumption are not so pronounced, for
example by managing their personal borrowing and saving and/or their investiibair
business so that a certain standard of living may be maintained throughout. However, the
ability to do this will depend on how well future income can be forecast and will not always
be possible for this and other reasons, such as how the deeehlbf income compares with

that of essential expenditure in the good years.

Similar remarks can be made about the individual that experiences a number of periods of
unemployment throughout their working life. Their economic \eeihg may not be dicted

solely by their economic status at a point in time. The person who haspavdjbb now but

has experienced unempl oyment in-offié pasitsomiec
on the same salary but with no such episodes. For example, theyhawmaydifferent
perceptions of job security which may affect their expenditure patterns and thus their
economic weklbeing.

Lifetime income will tend to smooth out such fluctuations, and therefore will generally be
more equally distributed than incomesasered over a shorter period.

However, to what extent do people in practice manage their finances so that lifetime income
is a better indicator of current economic wadling than income over a period closer to the
current time? It is debatable as to tixéeat that the person who is now on benefit income is
affected by the fact that they have held down a-pa@itl job in the past, and vice versa. Even

for the elderly, the provision that they made for their retirement during their working lives
may be perfetly well captured by their current income from pensions (however financed) and
interest income from savings. The benefit they obtain from living in a property which they
own outright will also be captured in current income through imputed rent. If [datather

than current income is used as a classificatory variable alongside social exclusion indicators
such as current ability to afford a certain standard of food and clothing, counigve

results are bound to be obtained.

There are also considetalzonceptual problems in defining lifetime incomes. For example,

what discount rate, or rates, should be used? Forecasts have to be made of future income
flows to produce complete I|ifetime profiles
series ofassumptions about future levels of human capital, the returns to that capital, and the
type and amount of work effort by individuals.

In addition there are numerous practical difficulties in the measurement even of cumulative
income received up to the poiaf interview, in addition to those introduced by the need to
make forecasts. Although in countries where income data are obtained from registers it may
be possible to construct cumulative income flows with a reasonable degree of accuracy, the
problems ofrecall will be considerable where data are obtained through interview surveys.
(For simplicity, these two groups of countries will henceforth be referred to, respectively, as
'register’ and 'survey' countries.) Some very danmmning panel surveys may lkable to
supplement the data collected on income at each wave with data on periods covered in
previous waves and possibly with retrospective questions to cover periods before the survey
began, but here again there will be recall problems.
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Current income

At the other end of the spectrum from lifetime income, lies current incevhat an

i ndi vidual has available to spend or save 0t
over a short period in the immediate past, such as during the last week br Swwit a short

reference period is meaningful only on the assumption that people spend or save what they
get virtually instantaneously and that they do not smooth their expenditure to take account of

the irregular nature of some income flows.

For a persomvith stable, regular monthly or weekly income flows, for example the employee
on a fixed salary or a retired person on pension income, current income defined in this way
may represent a reasonable picture of their current economibeiedj. Even in suchases,

it can be argued that there may be some influence from past income experiences. For
example, the person who has recently got a job after a period of unemployment may be
paying off debts incurred whilst out of work. The retired person may, as pldesaissed, be
running down their savings to finance current expenditure.

However, virtually everyone will have some income flows that are irregular. Is it reasonable
to assume that they are spent immediately, affecting economibemelj only at the tim of
receipt? Two factors are likely to affect the reasonableness of this assumption: the size of the
receipt and whether it is expected by the recipient and can therefore be taken into account in
their budgeting. The Canberra Group recommends excludirge lamounts, such as
inheritances and lump sum retirement payments, from income in any case, and regarding
them as capital transfers. Small amounts that ardiomeor irregular, such as cash gifts from
relatives or unexpected bonuses, will probably aspirtually immediately. However, there

are a number of important income components which are irregular in the sense of not being
received as frequently as salaries or benefit income but which are not unexpected. For
example, property income received aaltly or btannually is likely to influence current
budgeting even if not received during the most recent accounting period.

We have already seen that seffiployment income may also be erratic over time, and this is
true not j ust 0 vhbeaitr alscaovep shorteroperidds. Mary fsafiplaoyed e
people experience 6l umpyd income flows over
sufficient money is set aside to finance consumption over periods during which perhaps no
income at all may be recad. Seasonal workers also experience irregular flows of
employment income. For example, the ski instructor may be able to earn sufficient in a few
months to support themselves for the rest of the year. Both the seasonal worker and the self
employed persoare in effect setting up shetdrm patterns of saving and diaving to cope

with irregular income flows. Even amongst employees receiving regular monthly or weekly
wages and salaries, some may receive annual bonuses or have the possibility of overtime
working only at certain times of the year. It would be misleading to take income over the most
recent week or month as an estimate of the current economibeired) of any of these
groups, whenever that period happened to fall.

To be abl e t mancesimthegeesituatiors drplies the expectation of a certain
stability of income, albeit over a longer period than that which might be considered the
6currentd period. For the casual wor ker on
possibility of incane/expenditure management: for them the financial pressures may be such

that income is in fact spent as soon as it is received. Although it may therefore appear that
current i ncome might be a reasonable -repres
being, this may nevertheless not be the case. If the income received over the last period is
atypical, it may give an overly optimistic (or pessimistic) view.
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Thus the use of a relatively short accounting period for income, such as a month or a week,
will accentuate the influence of shatin fluctuations, and at the aggregate level will lead to
income distribution estimates which imply a greater level of inequality than is the case when
income is measured over a longer period.

These arguments lead to thenclusion that income should be measured over a period longer
than the immediate past.

Annual income

An annual accounting framework is most commonly adopted for income distribution analysis.
It represents a compromise between the two extremes just disciigseabt subject to the

same level of fluctuation as income in the immediate past, but it does not raise the
measurement problems of lifetime income. Most direct taxes use an annual accounting
framework, as do many of the more intermittent income comptsrsuch as property income.

A twelve-month reference period is also the common period for which owners of small
enterprises derive a measure of profit or loss for their business, and it also enables income
from seasonal activities to be captured.

Howevet t he term O6annual 6 is open to a variety
be compiled across the EU, we have to be very clear about how it is to be defined. The main
choices are between:

A fixed twelvemonth period preceding the survey peritat, which data are most readily
available; or

A moving twelve month period immediately preceding the time of data collection/compilation
for each respondent or unit in the survey.

In the above, the 'survey period' refers to the time during which themafian is
collected/compiled for the sample as a whole. The concept applies whether the income data
are obtained through interview surveys or registers. In practice it may vary from a short
duration of a few weeks or months, to a whole year as in consrarmwal surveys.

The reference period is the time to which the information relates. The reference period may be
fixed, i.e. defined in terms of specified calendar dates, the same for all respondents/units in
the sample; or it may be a moving referenceiooe defined as a specified duration
immediately preceding the particular time of data collection for each sample unit. In the latter
case, the exact calendar period to which the data relate would generally vary from one sample
unit to another. Furthermey the information aggregated over the sample units will be
unevenly distributed over a period longer than the length of the moving reference period
(equalling in fact to the sum of the survey and reference period lengths).

Each type of reference periodshiés own advantages as discussed below.

We will first consider situations where income data are obtained through interview surveys
(‘'survey countries’). The situation is quite different in countries where income data are
obtained from registers.

Fixed twdve-month reference period

The major advantage of using a fixed reference period is that it provides information related
to a defined time period that is the same for all respondents. The most appropriate choice will
be the period for which income recom@® most readily available overall (i.e. for most survey

units) @ meaning in most circumstances the tax year. The fact that respondents are able to
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consult records that provide complete data over the twelve month period will greatly aid data
quality.

This is the preferred option: for most EU Member States, respondents will have records most
readily available for the tax year, which is typically the calendar year. Thus the option
equates, for the majority of countries, to the calendar year preceding interview

In all countries, greater flexibility is required in the case of theesalfloyed.

There are also disadvantages in using a fixed reference period, whether it refers to the tax year
or the preceding calendar year. How serious these disadvantages exrdsdep the timing

and duration of the data collection period. With a long gap between the income reference
period and the time of data collection, a major disadvantage is that other variables, for
example those measuring household composition, econontityacstatus and social
exclusion, are measured at the time of interview and might not relate well to income measured
over a period considerably in the past. Such variables can only sensibly be related to current
income, which cannot be constructed ifadate only collected for a fixed period in the past.

The disadvantages become most clear when we consider a continuous survey where the
fieldwork is spread over all 12 months. In this case some respondents would be interviewed
up to 12 months after the eadd as much as 24 months from the beginning of the reference
period, seriously magnifying recall problems. Furthermore, in order to capturerelatéd
transitions and for incomehecking purposes, an activity log of up to 24 months will be
needed if cwent income is to be collected as well as calendar year totals. Hence at least in
continuous surveys, the use of a fixed reference period would not be appropriate.

Moving 12month period preceding the interview

The second option, of using anionth movingreference period immediately preceding the
interview, has the major advantage of matching most closely with the circumstances of the
household at the time of interview as measured by other variables. It is-thentl2 period

closest to the time of inteew and might therefore be expected to minimise recall
problems though it will not of course eliminate them and may cause difficulties if the
records the respondent has available refer to another period such as the tax year. In countries
where reliance idest placed on tax record data, this option will not provide as accurate
income data as the method whereby the tax year is used as the fixed reference period.

Another disadvantage of using a moving reference period is that it results in information
relating to different times for different respondents in the sample, and also to different
reference periods for different countries depending the timing and duration of fieldwork.

However, if the fieldwork can be carried out over a short period shortly aftenthef the
tax (or calendar) year, this option becomes very similar to the first method of using a fixed
reference period.

If fieldwork is spread over a period of time, such as over all 12 months of the year in a
continuous survey, the differences betweke actual reference periods will be maximised
among different respondents within a single country. This effect has to be taken into account
when aggregating the data. Nevertheless, despite this problem, a moving reference period is
generally the approfate choice in a continuous survey. As noted above, the use of a fixed
reference period would tend to result in large response errors and burden (which in addition
are uneven among respondents in the survey).
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Reqisters

So far, this discussion has concatgd on considerations for survey countries. For register
countries, the arguments around respondent recall and resulting data quality do not, of course,
apply. For them, the choice is reduced to that between the period closest to that at which other
varigbles are measured or that which corresponds with the period that makes most sense from
an administrative point of view (e.g. as used for tax or other administrative systems).

For the EUSILC, the use of the preceding calendar year as the income refeenue has

been considered as the appropriate choice in these countries. Some of-iheonen EU

SILC variables may be obtained from interview surveys rather than registers, and the problem
of mismatch between those and income data will remain, depeoditige time lag between

the two.

Total annual income or modified annual income?

Whichever choice of 12 month period is made, there is a further decision to be taken about
whet her annual 6 income is to be defirned a:
whether only some components are to be measured over 12 months whilst for others more
emphasis is to be placed on the level of receipts over a current or relatively short period
closest to the time of interviaanualincbmhee | att er

From the point of view of most accounting frameworks, for example the national accounts,
the term O6annual I ncomed i s daenbnthnperidd. Wy t ot a
might one wish to deviate from this convention? There are thae arguments when the

data are collected through interview surveys:

For some components, current income may provide a better picture of current economic well
being, particularly if income is to be analysed against other variables measured at the time of
interview, whilst for other components annual (total) income may be more appropriate;

For some components, data quality may be improved by taking income received in a short
recent period and multiplying it by an appropriate factor (H&Ragth of the redrence period

used in months) to obtain an estimate of annual income, rather than asking respondents to
reconstruct their income receipts over a 12 month period;

Even when it may result in some reduction in data quality, simpler or approximate procedures
may be preferred so as to limit respondent burden.

At most, only the first of these applies to register countries.

Taking the first of these arguments, the contention here is that if a person has experienced
changes in income over a y&aior example, they @y have moved from employment into
retirement or unemployment or vice veabsi is only their current economic status, and
therefore their current income, which best describes their current economibeingl
Previous statuses and the income flows rasyiftiom them should be ignored as irrelevant to

the situation at the time of interview. For intermittent but regular income components, such as
property income, measurement over the year is still appropriate recipient can be
assumed to still be benefig from them even if there happened to be no receipts in the most
recent period. Thus a modified total income measure would take current values of some
components (for example benefit income, wages and salaries) multiplied up to produce an
annualised figte, and add to it total annual income for those components that are intermittent
over the year (for example property income, earnings from seasonal work). For self
employment income, there may be no choice but to take total annual income for the most
recen period for which the respondent has produced annual accounts. If these accounts are for
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a year some time in the past, it may be necessary to apply an inflation factor and possibly
other adjustments to reflect any changes in trading conditions. Thereeaegtheless
particular problems in capturing data on satiployment income that accurately reflect the
position of the respondent within the income distribution.

The second and third arguments, about data quality and respondent burden, are purely
pragmaic. These stem from the wethown and documented problems of respondent recall
when asked to reconstruct detailed income data for a period as long as 12 months in situations
where the respondent has no records available to consult. A more accuratte edtanaual

income may be obtained, at least for some components, by taking the most recent receipts and
annualising them in the way already described. However, it may be possible to ask some
questions to establish whether the most recent receipts areyiway atypical for the past

year and if so, in what way they were atypical. From this, it may then be possible to adjust the
6annualised incomeb6 to take account of this.

There are a number of implications of the modified income concept. Because taanpaym
are usually made on an annual,-tear basis, tax paid on modified annual income should as a
rule be modelled rather than collected at interview.

There are other more minor considerations. For example, it may no longer be possible to
compare survepased estimates of income aggregates with those from other sources, such as
tax records or national accounts, as part of the robustness assessment process since the time
periods will no longer correspond.

It should also be recognised that the resultirggrithution of income may be more unequal

than if total annual income were used, since, as recognised in this paper, the longer the period
over which income is measured, the lesser is the degree of dispersion that is likely to be
observed. This is not angument either for or against the use of modified income, simply an
implication of its use. The impact on income dispersion will in any case be less than if a
current income concept were used.

Conclusion about the income reference period

Clearly, if the pupose of data collection were solely to produce income distribution statistics,
the same fixed reference period used for respondents in all Member States would be preferred
as this would ensure maximum comparability. Also, in so far as the calendar yeadei

with the tax year and countries wish respondents to refer extensively to tax returns in
providing information at interview, the use of the calendar year as reference period will
provide better quality data.

However, it is also necessary to recogniwo important problems with this choice, which

tend to be less serious with the =t®nth moving reference period preceding the interview"
approach. Firstly, the time lag between the reference period and fieldwork weakens the match
between income (whiclefers to a period in the past) and other related variables (which
measure the current situation) such as housing, employment status and social exclusion. If
current income is not collected addition tothe fixed period total, it will be impossible to

relate current labour market status to income for those households that have experienced a
work-related income transition between the reference period and the time of interview. In
principle, this problem applies equally whether the information is coll¢btedgh interview
surveys or from registers.

The second problem is the loss in data quality in interview surveys as a result of the longer
recall period, compared to the use of a moving reference period of the 12 months immediately
preceding the interview.
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To reduce the impact of both these problems, it is desirable to undertake the survey early in
the New Year, and to minimise the fieldwork duratione. to make the conditions of data
collection as similar as possible to the ‘h&nth moving reference ped preceding the
interview" approach.

There are circumstances in which the above conditions cannot be met, making the choice of a
moving reference period more appropriate:

If data collection takes place using a continuous survey, i.e. with fieldworkdspu over alll

12 months of the year. Clearly, the use of a fixed reference period will not be appropriate in
this design unless it can be certain that respondents will continue to have ready access to the
necessary records, as the recall periods willobex prolonged and, furthermore, greatly
variable among respondents in the same survey.

Some countries have an established tradition of using the moving 12 months reference period
in income surveys, and/or do not rely on extensive use of tax records colkbetion of
information.

In certain circumstances, it may be impossible to start the survey early in the new year, and a
moving 12month reference period would be desirable to reduce recall problems.

In respect of the second of the two choicesnual ersus modified incon@ethe
recommendation is for the total annual income concept.

The collection of total annual income presents no problem in register countries, and should be
feasible in terms of data quality also in countries where a fixed calendpyé€taxperiod has

been chosen as reference period and most of the income information is available from
respondent sé tax document s.

However, it has to be recognised that the modified income concept is less demanding, and
may be accepted in exceptional casehere full collection of total annual income is not
considered feasible and an established national tradition favouring this choice exists. In this
case, the extent to which the comparability with other countries may be affected must be
assessed. In theK at least, the effect has been found to be minor in terms of income
distribution statistics.

Taking into account the previous discussion the HUC framework regulation, article 4
concludes:

The income reference period will be amh®nth period. This mde a fixed 12month period
(such as the previous calendar or tax year) or a moviAgdizh period (such as the 12
months preceding the interview) or be based on a comparable measure.

If a fixed income reference period is used, fieldwork for the surveypooent shall be
carried out over a limited period as close as possible to the income reference period or to the
tax declaration period so as to minimise time lag between income and current variables.

Income data to be delivered (collected) in B3JLC

Aswas discussed above, 6tot al di sposabl e 1incc
component | evel-8lLGare required in EU

Nevertheless, some of MS can not deliver, from the beginning of the survey, altSiLEU
requirements regarding income.

The EUSILC Commission Regulation specified the requirements about income as well as the
Derogations given to some of Members States:
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A key objective of EUSILC is to deliver robust and comparable data on total disposable
household income, total disposaliieusehold income before transfers (except old age and
survivor's benefits; including old age and survivor's benefits), total gross income and gross
income at component level

This objective will be reached in two steps, in that Member States will beealltmpostpone

the delivery of some of the above data until after the first year of their operations. The only
data for which delivery will not be compulsory is from the first year of the operatomas
follows:

Non-monetary components of employee (witte exception of company cars that is to be
calculated as from the first year of the operation) andeseffloyed income, imputed rent and
interest payments that shall be optional from the first year of the operation and compulsory
from 2007;

Gross employes' social insurance contributions shall only be included from 2007 if results of
feasibility studies are positive

By way of exception to paragraph 2, Greece, Spain, France, Italy and Portugal ( at the time of
writing this document two other countries dat and Poland have also requested a
derogation) may be exempt from to the requirement that they deliver any gross income data as
from the first year of their operation. Nevertheless, these countries will be required to do their
utmost best to deliver thdata as soon as possible and definitely no later than 2007.

In the meantime, the Commission will carry outiepth feasibility studies on this topic in-co
operation with countries and provide technical assistance to initially help countries meet this
gross data requirement.

Countries will report each year on their progress in performing net/gross conversion in their
quality reports.

In the case thaBreece, Spain, France, Italy and Portugal cannot deliver a gross income data
component as from the first geof their operation, the corresponding net income component
shall be required.

In this way, an income component shall always be recorded in the same form (gross, net of
tax on income at source and social contributions, net of tax on income at soucf¢arein

social contributions) according to the usual specification for this income component in the
country.

In case a given income component is collected as the sum of subcomponents, some of them
gross and the others net, the total amount will haveetaecorded (and imputed where
necessary) either in a gross or net form in accordance with the usual specification for this
income component in the country (preferably in gross form).

If an income component is collected for all households within a coimbgth form$ gross
and ned both should be provided to Eurostat.

2017 Operation -73-



Chapter 1. EU-SILC Methodological Guidelines General Description

Gener al Descript.i
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DOMAINS and AREAS

Households

BASIC DATA (B)

Basic household data includidggree of urbanisatior

INCOME (Y)

Total household income (gross and disposable)

Gross income components at household level

SOCIAL EXCLUSION (S)

Housing and nothousing related arrears

Non-monetary household deprivation indicatg
including problemsin making ends meet, extent
debt and enforced lack of basic necessities

Physical and social environment

LABOUR INFORMATION (L)

Childcare

HOUSING (H)

Dwelling type, tenure status and housing condition

Amenities in dwelling

Housing costs

Persons

BASIC DATA (B)

Basic personal data

Demographic data

EDUCATION (E)

Education, including highest ISCED level attained

LABOUR INFORMATION (L)

Basic labour information on current activity status i
on current main job, including information on I
main job for unemployed

Basic information on activity status during incor
reference period

Total number of hours worked on current second/t
€ jobs

Detailed labour information

Activity history

Calendar of activities

Health, including health status and chronic illness

HEALTH (H) condition
Access to healthcare
INCOME (Y) Gross personal income, total and components

personal level
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REFERENCE PERIODS

Reference period: period of time to which a particular item of information relates.
EU-SILC uses the following reference periods for different items:

At selection this term is usually used with variables related to the samplendasayit refers
to the time that the sample is selected.

Constant
Current

Income reference periothe income reference period shall be aniéhth period. This may

be a fixed 12month period (such as the previous calendar or tax year) or a movingritg

period (such as the twelve months preceding the interview). Limited departures from this
definition are permitted for those Member States that traditionally follow a different time
period in their national statistics, as long as the impact on comparabitigrginal.

Previous 12 monthshis refers to the Xthonth period preceding the interview.

Since last yearsince the last interview.

Working life: period of time between the time that person started his/her labour activity and
the present time.

Childcae reference period the childcare reference period shall be a typical (usual) week
around the interview. If the date of the survey is before or during the school summer holidays,

the childcare reference period shall be a typical week in the period émary to the date of

the survey, as possible to the date of int
one which is representative of the period as a whole. If it is difficult to identify a typical week
because weeks differ too much, then thiermation should be provided for the first week

before the end of the reference period that is not affected by holidays or other special
circumstances (e.g. illness).

Other periods of time such as tteference week r ef er s t he peri ogd oéfron
of the week before the interview dat#)e four previous week@efers to the previous four

weeks ending with the reference week), etc are used in the data collection and they are
defined in each item.
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UNITS

Household

Private Householddefined as gerson living alone or a group of people who live together in
the same private dwelling and share expenditures, including the joint provision of living
essentials.

Household member

Subject to the further and specific conditions shown below, the followengops must, if
theyshare household expensebe regarded as household members.

Persons usually resident, related to other members

Persons usually resident, not related to other members

Resident boarders, lodgers, tenants

Visitors

Live-in domestic servast aupairs

Persons usually resident, but temporarily absent from dwelling (for reasons of holiday travel,
work, education or similar)

Children of the household who are being educated away from home

Persons absent for long periods, but having househstdgesons working away from home
Persons temporarily absent but having household ties: persons in hospital, nursing home,
boarding school or other institution

Further conditions for inclusion as household members are as follows:

For categories (3) (4) (5)

Currently has no private address elsewhere or their actual or intended duration of stay is six
months or more

For category (6):

Currently has no private address elsewhere and their actual or intended duration of stay is less
than six months

For categorie (7) and (8), irrespective of the actual or intended duration of absence, the
person:

Currently has no private address elsewhere, is the partner or child of a household member,
and continues to retain close ties with the household and consideasidnéss to be his/her
main residence

And for category (9):

The person has clear financial ties to the household and the actual or expected duration of
absence from the household is less than six months

Shares in household expensesilude benefiting from @enses (e.g. children, persons with
no income) as well as contributing to expenses. If expenses are not shared, then the person
constitutes a separate household at the same address.

A person will be consideredwsually residentmember of the householdh&/she spends most
of his/her daily nightest there, evaluated over the pastmpbnths. Persons forming new
households or joining existing households will normally be considered members at their new
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location; similarly, those leaving to live elsewher#i wo longer be considered members of
the original household. The aberee nt i onednodp dadt csiixt eri a will k
intention to stay for a period of six months or more at the new place of residence.

Account must be taken of what may bencoi dered as Oper manent d mo
households. Thus a person who has moved into a household for an indefinite period or with

the intention to stay for a period of six months or mordl] be considered a household

member, even though the perdwas not yet resided in the household for six months, and has

in fact spent a majority of that time at some other place of residence. Similarly, a person who

has moved out of the household to some other place of residence with the intention to stay
away fa six months or more, will no longer be considered a member of the previous
household.

If the person who isemporarily absent is in private accommodatitiren whether they are
members of this (or their other) household depends on the length of themceabse
Exceptionally, certain categories of persons with very close ties to the household may be
included as members irrespective of the length of absence, provided they are not considered
members of another private household.

In the application of these tgria, the intention would be to minimise the risk that individuals
who have two private addresses at which they might potentially be enumerated are not
doublecounted in the sampling frame. Similarly, the intention would be to minimise the risk
of some pesons being excluded from membership of any household, even though in reality
they belong to the private household sector.

Former household member

The termformer household membeefers to a person who is not a current member of the
household and who ha®t been recorded as a household member in that household in a
previous wave, but who lived in the household for at least three months during the income
reference period.

The former household members will be included only in the-SHWC longitudinal
compament.

Selected respondent

If income information is available from population registers, and a sample of persons (rather
than households or addresses) is selected, then one household member aged 16 or over (the
person selected into the sample) may bestiected respondentn this situation, detailed
individuaklevel information on labour situation, health and access to health would be
collected for one adult, rather than all adults in the household.

Household member 16 and over

In countries where a sangpbf households or addresses is selected, all persons aged 16 and
over at the end of the income reference period will be selected for personal interview.
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MODES OF COLLECTION

The information included in the SILC project can either be extracted fromaegist be
collected from interviews.

In case of interviews, five modes of data collection are possible:
Faceto-face personal interview (PAPI)

Faceto-face personal interview (CAPI)

Telephone interview (CATI)

Selfadministered by respondent

Proxyinterview

Computer assisted web interviewiGpAWI*

In the EUSILC legal basis, priority is given to fate-face personal interviews (PAPI or
CAPI) over other modes of data collection.

For the countries where a sample of persons, as opposed to a saatjueesfes/households,

is selected (i.e. in the 'registers’ countries), the systematic use of telephone interviews has
been allowed on a gentlemen's agreement basis. This has been made possible because the
interview duration is much shorter in this sitoatigiven that part of the information is
extracted from registers.

It is only under special circumstances (absence, iliness, incapacity, ...) where the individual is
unable to directly provide the requested information through personal interview, that a
personal interview with another member of the household (proxy), a telephone interview with
the individual or a selddministration of the questionnaire by the respondent are the
recommended methods.

Proxy interviews are to be especially avoided for botlrnme variables, health and detailed
labour information.

If the information is carried out through personal interview with another member of the
household or is seddministered by the respondent, the interviewer, if possible, should try to
arrange a latenterview with that person or, if this is not possible, to contact him/her by
phone in order to check the accuracy of the information provided in the questionnaire.

In the case that a proxy interview is carried out, the identification number of the pdrson
has provided the information must be recorded.

! This mode of data collection does not exist in theLIC legal basis; it was introduced in 2014 following thguest from the countries
conducting the survey
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D-, R-, H- and P-FILES

The target variables will be sent to EUROSTAT in four different files:

Household Register (D)
Personal Register (R)
Household Data (H)
Personal Data (P)

The household register dil(D) must contain every household (selected + substituted + split
off), also those where the address could not be contacted or which could not be interviewed.

In the other files, records related to a household will only exist if the household has been
contacted (DB120 = 11 or DB110 = 1) AND has a completed household interview in the
household data file (H) (DB130 = 11) AND at least one member has complete data in the
personal data file (P) (RB250 = 11, 12, 13 or 14 => DB135 = 1). This member must be the
selected respondent (RB245 = 2) if this mode of selection is used.

The personal register file (R) must contain a record for every person
currently living in the household or temporarily absemt
that has moved out or died since the previous wave

lived in the household at least three months during the income reference period and who was
not otherwise recorded in the register of this household.

The personal data file (P) must contain a record for every eligible person (RB245 =1, 2 or 3)
for whom the inbrmation could be completed from interview and/or registers (RB250 = 11,
12, 13 or 14).
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VARIABLE NAMES

The variable names are composed of three parts:

1% character: file
2" character: domain
3 digits: sequential number

If there is character at end, th@me variable has been split for some reason.

FLAGS

Variables and flags must be filled in a coherent way.

The fl a6 viag uien 6most (but not all) cases dep
variables.

The f 1 a36 v{aeleatsr respordt) is only valid in those countries which use these
feature.

Rules

In order to avoid creating two sorts of variables (and to have the possibility to add further
flags if necessary), all variables except the key variables will be completed byvariialgie.
The flagvariable isalwaysfilled with a value.

All variables wil be completed by a flag variable (the flagriable name is the variable name
with the suffix "_F").

Exemption: the key variables (year of survey [xB010], country [xB020] and IDs [xB030,
RBO040] will NOT have a flagyariable.

All the flag-variables areilled with a value.

There are two types of flags:

Negative numbergspecial codes)

The variable is blank (no value)

The flag variable specifies the reason why the main variable is blank (codes are the same for
all variables)

Positive number@ncluding zeo)

The variable is filled with a correct value

The flagvariable provides supplementary information to the value of the main variable (codes
may be different by variable or group of variables)

Number of digits:

Most variables (except income variables) dnawone digit flag

Variable is filled: positive flag (= 1) and no supplementary information is necessary/possible
Variable is NOT filled: negative flag (= reason why variable is not filled)

Income variables (see the next section)
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INCOME FLAGS

Income flags: Total household income variables

Income flag/Total household income variables: HY010, HY020,
HY022, HY023

Transmission type | Regular

Reference period | -

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Constructed

Values 071 99999 Integer, usually 5 positions
Construction

Specific values:
0 Noincome
-1  Missing (not allowed for most income component)
-5 Not filled - variable of net series is filled

Otherwise income flag is the concatenation of various digits:

1% digit: collected net or gross
2" digit: imputation method
3 and following digitsimputation factor (collected/recorded)

1 digit i Collected net or gross digit
1 Net
2 Gross
3 Net and gross (part of the component collectet] part gross)
4 Unknown

2" digit i Imputation method digit (refer to the main source of imputation used fo
components)
0 no imputation
1 deductive imputation
2 statistical imputation
3 gross/net conversion

3 andfollowing digit i Imputation factor
Imputation factor = collected value / recorded value (in percent with no decimal)

Example:if the collected value is 912 Euros and the recorded value after imputation i
Euros then the three digits for the impuatfactor will be 091.

2017 Operation -82-



\ Chapter 1. EU-SILC Methodological Guidelines General Description

Income flags: Gross income variables

Income flag/Gross income components: HY040G, HY050G,
HY060G, HY070G, HY080G, HY081G, HY090G, HY100G,
HY110G, HY0120G, HY130G, HY131G, HY145G, HY170G,
PYO010G, PY020G, PY021G, PY050G, PY08(,090G, PY100G,
PY110G, PY120G, PY130G, PY140G, PY200G

Transmission type | Regular

Reference period | -

Unit -

Mode of collection | Constructed

Values 071 99999 Integer, usually 5 positions
Construction

Specific values:
0 Noincome
-1 Missing (not allowed for most income component)
-2 Not applicable (PLO40 not equal to 3 or MS has other source to
calculate the gender pay gap or to analygerity for PY200G)
-4 Missing @mount included in anothencome componenfnly for HY120, PY020
PY021, PY100, PY110, PY120, PY130)

Otherwise income flag is the concatenation of various digits:

1% digit: collected net or gross
2" digit: imputation method
3 and following digitsimputation factor (collected/recorded)

1% digit i Collected net or gross digit

Net of tax on income at source and social contributjonk "1" for HY100, HY120)
Net of tax on income at source

Net of tax on social contributions

Gross

Unknown

Mix (parts of the component collected according to different ways)

OOl WNPEF

2" digit i Imputation method digit
0 no imputation
1 deductive imputation
2 statistical imputation
3 gross/net conversion

3 and following digitsi Imputation factor
Imputation factor = collected value / recorded value (in percent with no decimal)
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Income flags: Net income variables

Domain/Area Income flag/Net income components: HY040N, HYO50N, HYO60N
HYO70N, HYO80N,HYO081N, HYO90N, HY100N, HY110N,
HYO0120N, HY130N, HY131N, HY145N, HY170N, PYO10N,
PYO20N, PY021N, PYO50N, PYO80N, PYO90N, PY100N, PY110I
PY120N, PY130N, PY140N

Transmission type | Regular

Reference period | -

Unit -

Mode of collection | Constructed

Values 071 99999 Integer, usually 5 positions
Construction

Specific values:

0 Noincome

-1 Missing (not permitted for most income components)

-4 Missing @mount included in anotheéncome componennly for HY120, PY020
PY021, PY100, PY11®RY120, PY130)

-5 Not filled - variable of gross series is filled

Otherwise income flag is the concatenation of various digits:

1% digit: collected net or grogenly "1" for HY100, HY120, HY145)
2" digit: type of net recorded value

3 digit: imputation method

4™ and following digitsimputation factor (collected/recorded)

1% digit i Collected net or gross digit

Net of tax on income at source and social contributions
Net of tax on income at source

Net of tax orsocial contributions

Gross

Unknown

abhwnN -

2" digit i Type of net recorded value digit

Net of tax on income at source and social contributions

Net of tax on income at source

Net of tax on social contributions

Unknown

Mix (parts of the component collected according to different methods)

DOTWN -

3" digit i Imputation method digit
0 No imputation
1 Deductive imputation
2 Statistical imputation
3 Gross/net conversion

4™ and following digitsi Imputation factor

2017 Operation -84 -



Chapter 1. EU-SILC Methodological Guidelines General Description \

Imputation factor = collected value / recorded value (in percent with no decimal)

Explanations
Collected net or gross digit

If the amount is the same in gross and net value because the concerned income casponent
not taxed at all, then the ‘'collected net or gross' digit should be put to ‘four’, ie ‘gross’, for the
flag of both the net and gross income component variables.

Imputation digit

Deductive methodone or a few subcomponents of the income variablee isfatained by
model |l ing the component using individual/ ho
allowances can be computed on the basis of the age of the child.

Statistical imputationthe recorded value is obtained by a statistical/probabilietidel in

which parameters are estimated from the data. It includes random hot deck, random
model/regression, predictive regression, mean/median imputation, last observation carried
forward, distance matching (including sequential hot deck) methods.

Grosg¢Net conversion the component is obtained directly from corresponding net/gross
component using a taxation model, possibility using iterative algorithm. In this particular
case, it is expected that both Gross and Net variables exist in the data base.

The new imputation digit aims to allow distinguishing between uncontrolled item non
response and controlled data collection strategies. The former is used for quality assessment
of the survey.

Imputation factor

Imputation factor is nomegative. It is expressd as a percentage without a decimal. It is not
bounded.
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IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS AND RECORD OF PERSONS

Identification numbers

Following rules should be applied when constructing such idenifiers:

During thesurvey, every household will receive a household number. This number is the base upon
which to construct the Household ID and the Personal ID. It should be a sequential number and should
not contain other information. It must NOT contain any informati@t conflicts with confidentiality

rules This number must be unique for all the years of the survey.

Construction

Household number : 1999999 (maximum six digits)

Household ID : = Household number + split number (two digits)

The split number for therffist wave will always take value 6006506.

In the case of the household remaining entire, it keeps the Household number and Split number from
one wave to the next.

In the case of a spliff, the initial household will keep the Household number and Split nufrdrar
one wave to the next. The other households, i.e. theodplibuseholds will keep the same Household
number, but will be assigned the next available unique Split number in sequence.

In the case of a fusion of two sample households, if the new lhaldsemains at a previous address,

it shall retain the Household number and Split number of the household that was at that address in the
previous wave. If the new household is at a new address, the Household number and Split number of

the householdofh s ampl e person who now has the | owest p
will be retained.

Personal ID : = Household ID + personal number (two digits)

Personal number: for every new person in the household add 1 to the-higgabgersons numbdol
all the years of the survey and the Household ID)

e househ

It refers to the number assigned in 6th
t hboldper son

recorded as a household member. shoul d correspond to
regi ster 6.

Household ID and Personal ID never change, not even when the person moves to another household.
No links are needed between the spfifthousehold and the initial household.
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Examples:
WAVE 1 WAVE 2 WAVE 3 WAVE 4
Jean Jean
Jean
Jean Mary Mary Mary
Mary Marcus Marcus
Elaine
Household Lucas Elaine Elaine Elaine
Anne Anne Lucas
Anne
Peter Peter Peter
Sara Sara Sara
Wave 1:

Householdhumber = 123

Split = 00

Household ID (original)= 12300

Lives in Paris, is composed of five members all of them sample persons :

Line rF:Srr:ggr First name Personal id
A 01 Jean 1230001
B 02 Mary 1230002
C 03 Elaine 123-00-03
D 04 Lucas 12300-04
E 05 Peter 123-00-05
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Wave 2:

Jean and Mary stay in the same accommodation.

Elaine and Lucas moved out to Metz. They live with their aunt Anne-{asident).

Peter

mo v ed

out to

Household number = 123 Split = 00

Household ID (original and initial)= 12300

hreésislenty. Theyt lieerin@serdeaus.u s e

Line Person First name Personal id
number

A 01 Jean 12300-01

B 02 Mary 123-00-02

Household number =123 Split = 01

Household ID (split)= 12301

Line Person First name Personal id
number

A 03 Elaine 123-00-03

B 04 Lucas 123-00-04

C 01 Anne 12301-01

Household number =123 Split = 02

Household ID (split)= 12302

Line Person First name Personal id
number

A 05 Peter 123-00-05

B 01 Sara 12302-01

Observation: There are tweplits. The household composed of Jean and Mary is the initial
household (they lived at the same address in wave 1) and keeps the household number and the
split number.

The household composed of Elaine, Lucas and Anne is one8ptibusehold; it keepshe

same household number but has a different s
Anne is the Household ID =12301 adding one to the highest used person number (for all the
years of the survey and the Household ID), as the household did nonegxistzious wave

the person number is 01.

The household composed of Peter and Sara is oneofplibusehold, keeps the same
household number but has a different spl it
personal ID assigned to Sara is the HookehD =12302 plus add one to the highest used
person number (for all the years of the survey and the Household ID), as the household did
not exist in previous wave the person number is 0O1.
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Wave 3:

Jean and Mary divorced. Mary stays at home with a netmgraviarcus. Jean moved out to a
new household in the same city. The rests of the households from wave 2 stay at the same

accommodation and with the same composition.
Household number = 123

Split = 00

Household ID (original and initial)= 12300

Line Person First name Personal id
number

A 02 Mary 123-00-02

B 06 Marcus 123-00-06

Household number = 123

Split = 03

Household ID (split)= 12303

Line Person First name Personal id
number

A 01 Jean 123-00-01

Household number =123

Split=01

Household ID =12301

Line Person First name Personal id
number

A 03 Elaine 123-00-03

B 04 Lucas 123-00-04

C 01 Anne 123-01-01

Household number =123

Split = 02

Household ID = 12302

Line Person First name Personal id
number

A 05 Peter 123-00-05

B 01 Sara 123-02-01

Observation: There is a split. The household composed of Mary and Marcus is the initial
household (she lives at the same address) and keeps the household number and the split
number. The personal ID assigned to Marcus is the Household ID =12300 addinthel

highest used person number (for all the years of the survey and the Household ID). As the
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household exited from the previous wave, and for this household numb@5s @drson
number was already assigned, the person number assigned to Marcus is 06.

The household composed by Jean is the-sfflihousehold; thikeeps the same household
number but has a different split number. The split number is formed by adding to 1 to the
highestused split number (for all the years of the survey). Because weahawaely had two

splits the new split number will be 3.

Wave 4:

Elaine moved out to Nice.
Lucas and Anne moved out to Nancy.

Rest of households from wave 2 stay at the same accommodation and with the same

composition.
Household number = 123
Split =00

Household ID (original)= 12300

Line Person First name Personal id
number

A 02 Mary 123-00-02

B 06 Marcus 123-00-06

Household number = 123

Split =03

Household ID = 12303

Line Person First name Personal id
number

A 01 Jean 123-00-01

Household number123

Split=01

Household ID (initial)= 12301

Line Person First name Personal id
number

A 03 Elaine 123-00-03

Household number =123

Split = 04

Household ID (split)= 12304

Line Person First name Personal id
number

A 04 Lucas 123-00-04

B 01 Anne 12301-01

Household number =123
Split = 02
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Household ID = 12302

Line Person First name Personal id
number

A 05 Peter 123-00-05

B 01 Sara 12302-01

Observation: There is a split. The household composed of Elaine is the initial household (she
had the smallest line in the register in previous wave) and retains the household number and
the split number. The household composed of Jean and Anne is theffshdtiselold and

keeps the same household number but has a different split number. The split number is
formed adding to 1 to the highest used split number (for all the years of the survey), as we
have already hathree splits, the new split number will be 4.

Recod of Persons

For determining the household identification numbers, it is necessary in the case of household
splits to distinguish between thitial household (household that split remains identical to
the parent household) asglit-off households

The nitial household will be also very useful for the purpose of data collection.

When a household is split from wave x to wave x+1, all information about the moving of the
persons from the previous wave will be collected from the initial household (i.e initilal
household, the full information required for current household members, the basic
information for former household members and the basic information on household members
in the previous wave that are no longer household members will be collected)

In the splitoff household, only the full information required for current household members
will be collected.

In the previous example, in wave 2, the initial household is the household composed of Jean
and Mary, because they lived at the same addressve 1. In this household, information
about the moving away of the persons from the previous wave will be collected.

The household composed of Elaine, Lucas and Anne is a split household. In this household,
only information on current households memhweitsbe collected.

The household composed of Peter and Sara is also a split household. But only information
about these members will be collected if nobody was living in the household during the
income reference period as a former household member.
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Housshold ID = 12300

RB030 RB0O70 | RB080| RB090 RB100 RB110
#
Line| Person| Personal |Month of| Year of Sex Sample | Member
number Id Birth Birth person or| ship Status
co-residen
A 01 1230001 05 1959 1 1 1
B 02 12300-02 02 1962 2 1 1
C 03 12300-03 01 1980 2 1 5
D 04 12300-04 09 1982 1 1 5
E 05 12300-05 12 1930 1 1 5

Household ID = 12301
RB030 | RBO70 | RBO80| RB090 | RB100 RB110

#
Line| Person[ Personal |Month of| Year of Sex Sample | Member
number Id Birth Birth person or| ship Status
co-residen
03 12300-03 01 1980 2 1 2
B 04 12300-04 09 1982 1 1 2
01 12301-01 05 1963 2 2 3

Household ID = 12302
RB030 | RB070 | RBO8O| RB090 | RB100 RB110

#
Line| Person| Personal |Month of| Year of Sex Sample | Member
number Id Birth Birth person or| ship Status
co-residen
05 12300-05 12 1930 1 1 2
B 01 123-02-01 03 1926 2 2 3
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Household -Rebester
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DBO010: Year of the survey

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household data including degree of urbanisation

Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Current

Unit Household
Mode of collection | Interviewer
Values Year(four digits)
Flags -

Description
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DB020: Country

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household data including degree of urbanisation
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Constant

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Frame

Values BE  Belgique/Belgie
BG Bulgaria

CZ  Czech Republic
DK Denmark
DE Deutschland

EE Estonia
IE Ireland
EL Ellada
ES Espafa
FR France
HR Croatia
IT Italia

CY  Cyprus
LV Latvia

LT Lithuania
LU  Luxembourg
HU  Hungary
MT  Malta

NL Nederland
AT  Osterreich

PL Poland

PT  Portugal

RO Romania

Sl Slovenia

SK  Slovak Republic
FI Suomi

SE  Sverige

UK  United Kingdom

CH Switzerland

IS Iceland

NO  Norway

ME  Montenegro
MK  FYROM

RS  Serbia

TR  Turkey

Flags -
| Description

2017 Operation - 96 -



Chapter 2: Description of EU-SILC Target variables Household Register (D-file) \

2017 Operation -97 -



\ Chapter 2: Description of EU-SILC Target variables Household Register (D-file) \

DB030: Household ID

Domain/Area

Basic data/Basic household data including degree of urbanisation

Transmission type

Early and regular

Reference period

Current

Unit

Household

Mode of collection

Frame, register or interviewer

Values

ID number- see construction in chapt@eneral Description

Flags

Description

Every household will receive a household number. This number is the base upon w
construct the Household ID and the Personal ID. It should be a sequential number an
not contain other information. It must NOT contain any information that ctsflvith
confidentiality rulesThis number must be unique for all the years of the survey.
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DB040: Region

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household data including degree of urbanisation
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Frame, Register or interviewer
Values NUTS(2 digits / SeéAnnex 1
Flags 1 Filled according to NUTS.0
-1 Missing
Description

This variable refers to the region of the residence of the household at the date of interv
Difference with EUSILC Requlation:

The Regulation refers to the classification NUI® However, COMMISSION
REGULATION (EU) No 31/2011 of 17 January 2011 amending annexes to Regulatiof
No 1059/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council ordtablishment of
common classification of territorial units for statistics (NUTSytates that all dat
transmission as of 1/1/2012 should be made according to NIOTS

! http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:L.:2011:013:0003:0054:EN:PDF
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DBO050: Primary strata [Primary strata as used in the selection of
the sample]

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household data including degree of urbanisation
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | At selection

Unit Household
Mode of collection | Frame, Register or sample design
Values 17 99999
Flags 1 Filled
2 Self-representing PSU
3 Collapsed stratum due to single PSU (only for households

selected in the stratum with the single PSU)
-2 Not applicable (no stratification)

Description

DBO050 provides an identification code for the strata in case the target population (of
thereof) is stratified at the first stage of the sample design. Stratifying a population
dividing it into noroverlapping subpopulations, called strata.ejpehdent samples are th
selected within each stratum. DBO050 refers only to explicit strata, in the case of sys
sampling of PSUs, implicit stratification will be accounted for through the use of DB0O70
In order to facilitate the computation of teandard errors for the common EU indicators,
the equivalised disposable income, for the unadjusted gender pay gap and for a list of
components, countries shotifil in this variable (in the case of stratification) for ALL pang
and waves irthe file, and not only the first one of the ssdmple (being the year of tk
selection of the concerned household). The recorded information, however, always r
the situation at the time of the selection of the concerned household.

The above defition applies also to the neentries from the second wave onwards.

All primary strata receive a unique value which remains the same for the entire durg
EU-SILC (make sure the value is consistent for all-&UC waves). The information i
DBO050 shold enable the identification of ALL explicit primary strata, a combination
other variables (such as DB040) should not be necessary to identify all strata, giv|
DBO040 should refer to the moment if interview rather than the moment of selection.
Sdf-representing PSUs are PSUs selected with a probability of 1. Therefore, for vi
estimation purposes they must be considered to be a stratum rather than a PSU. As a
the case of selfepresenting PSUs, a separate, unique, value is assigri@B050 for its
identification and the flag variable receives code 2 for all households selected with
PSU. The stratum code for this sepresenting PSU is unique and remains the same fq
entire duration of ELSILC.

If strata in the sampleoasist of only 1 PSU selected among a larger number of PSUs
stratum population, or if strata in the sample contain only one PSU (among a larger nu
selected PSUs) with respondents, primary strata have to be collapsed such that every
consists of at least two PSUs. For doing so, strata should be grouped with strata that
similar in terms of the variables of interest for the analysis of SHIC. The decision o
which strata are collapsed should be based on information that iald&ah the samplin
frame. Preferably, strata similar in terms of average income are collapsed. If this infor
is not available, the following information is used, ordered from most preferred to
preferred: [average income, rate of employmengnuployment rate, degree of urbanisati

! Agreement duringhe Living Conditions Working Group meeting in June 2009.
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average age of the population]. The stratum code of the collapsed stratum is equg
stratum code of the stratum that before collapsing already contained more than one P
households selected in the atratwith the single PSU receive flag code 3.
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DBO060: Primary sampling units (PSU)[PSU as used in the
selection of the sample]

DB062: Secondary sampling units (SSUpSU as used in the
selection of the sample]

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household dataluding degree of urbanisation
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | At selection

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Frame, Register or sample design

Values 171 99999

Flags 1 Rotation is implemented at PSU level (the PSU rotatasdh
out of the sample)
2 Rotation is implemented at SSU or household level (The P

remains in the sample for the entire duration of&UC)
-2 Not applicable (no first or second sampling stage)

Description

If direct-element sampling is either impossible (lack of sampling frame) or its implemen
too expensive (the population is widely distributed geographically), 1stalje selections cg
be done. Firstly, the population is divided into disjoint -populations, calledprimary
sampling units (PSUs) A sample of PSUs is then selected (fisshge sampling). Secondl
each sampled PSU is divided itself into disjoint-polpulations, calledecondary sampling
units (SSUs).SSUs are then independently drafsmm each PSU (secorslage sampling
and so on.

DB060 (DB062) provides identification codes for the selected PSUs (SBU=)y selecteq
PSU should receive a value that is unique across all PSUs that have ever been selects
SILC, and which remainthe same for the entire duration of BBILC. In the case that th
same PSU (SSU) is selected sever al tim
value for every hit. The flag variable indicates whether rotation is implemented at th
level such that PSUs rotate in and out of the sample (flag value 1), or whether rotz
implemented within PSUs while the PSUs themselves remain in the sample for the
duration of EUSILC (flag value 2). If the first stage of the sample design conefsts
selection of households, households receive a unigue code for variable DB060 that
the same for the entire duration of EBBILC. In the latter case spliff households keep the
original value at the moment of selection for variable DB060.

In case there is at least a third stage of selection, additional variables DB06i (i[13) shall be
transmltted as |dent|f|cat|on numbers for the units sampled at s(egeerpt—fer—heuseheld

partlcular situation Where more than one household can share the same dwelllng d
must be regarded as clusters of households and then coded accordingly, as the unit;
selected at the ultimate stage. In order to fatdithe computation of the standard errors
the common EU indicators, for the equivalised disposable income, for the unadjusted
pay gap and for a list of income components, countries shfilllich this (these) variable(s
(in the case of clustimg) for ALL waves in the file, and not only the first one of the-s

* Agreement during the Living Conditions Working Group meeting in June 2009.
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sample (being the year of the selection of the concerned household). The re
information, howeveralways refers to_the situation at the time of the selectionf the
concerned howhold.

The above definition applies also to the pemtries from the second wave onwards.

In the case of selfepresenting PSUs (for a definition see variable DB050), secol
sampling units should be treated as if they were primary sampling units a&ngeraainique
code for variable DBOG60. If households are selected at the second stage, they receive
value for variable DB0O60 that remains the same for the entire duration-&filEL] In the
latter case splibff households keep their original veluat the moment of selection f
variable DB060. The identification of the sedfpresenting units themselves is implemente
variable DB050.
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DBO070: Order of selection of PSUOrder of selection of PSU as
used in the selection of the sample]

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household data including degree of urbanisation
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | At selection

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Frame, Register or sample design
Values 17 99999

Flags

-2 Not applicable (no systematic selection)
Or a combination of two digits:

First digit: fixed or changing order of selection
1 order on sampling frame is fixed for all ERILC survey years
2 order on sampling frame may change over time

Second digitprobability of selection of PSUs

1 PSUs have an equal probability of selection (within explicit
strata)

2 PSUs have an unequal probability of selection (within expli
strata)

e.g. the order of PSUs on the sampling frame remains fixed for th
entire duréion of EU-SILC and PSUs are selected with a probabilit
equal to their size: the flag is equal to 12

Description

If primary sampling units (or households in case of disdement sampling) are select
systematically, DB0O70 contains the ranksefection of those unitd. PSUs rotate in and oy
of the sample, this rank should correspond to the rank on the sampling frame, such th
newly selected in the sample could be grouped together on the basis of the order of ¢
on the sampling &éMe. The value for DBO70 of every selected PSU remains the same
entire duration of ELBILC. This information is important for variance estimation purpd
because a systematic drawing from a judiciously ordered sampling frame may subst
redwce sampling errors.

If systematic selections have been performed at other sampling stages, additional v
DB070(-1), that is the order of the selection of the units of stdgel), shall be transmitte
too.

In order to facilitate the computatioh the standard errors for the common EU indicators
the equivalised disposable income, for the unadjusted gender pay gap and for a list of
components, countries shotlléill in this (these) variable(s) (in the case of system
selection) for AL panels andvaves in the file, and not only the first one of the-saimple
(being the year of the selection of the concerned household). The recorded infor

* Agreement during the Living Conditions Working Group meeting in June 2009

2017 Operation -104 -



Chapter 2: Description of EU-SILC Target variables Household Register (D-file) \

however, always refers to the situation at the time of the selection of the concerredtbltbl
The above definition also applies to the newentries from the second wave onwards.
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DBO075: Rotation group

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household data including degree of urbanisation
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Current

Unit Household
Mode of collection | Constructed
Values 179

Flags 1 Filled

-2 Not applicable (no rotational design used)

Description
This variable shall be filled only for the countries using a rotational design.

Rotational design

Refers to anysample selection which is based on a fixed number ofsaniples, calleq
replications, each representative of the target population at the time of their selectio
year, one susample rotates out and a new one is drawn as a substitute.

In the case o& rotational design based on four replications with a rotation of one repli
per year, one of the replications shall be dropped immediately after the first year, the
shall be retained for two years, the third for three years, and the foatthbslretained fo
four years. From the second year onwards: each new year one replication shall be int
and retained for four years.

Rotation group

Each replication is called a rotational group and the information on the group to whi
houselbld belongs is especially useful for controlling the implementation of the sample
time.

Regarding the numbering of the rotation groups over time, it is recommended tha
rotation group keeps the same number across years (see figure hereafter):

PATTERN FOR ENUMERATION OF ROTATIONAL GROUPS

I:lnew rotational group I:lold rotational group
Year

of survey
t [ 1 | 2 | s

|
t+1 [ 2 | 3 |
|
I

t+2 [ 3

S AR R RS

t+3

N

==l =] -

t+4
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DBO080: Household design weight

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household data including degree of urbanisat
Transmission type Early and regular
Reference period Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection Constructed
Values 0 (format 2.5)weight (see below for required format)
Flags 1 Filled
-2 Not applicable (not first year in the survey or split off)

Description
See constructi onWBIGHTIMEAG .ght s i n chapter

First year of each subample

Household design weights are defined for all sampled households, and not only
responding units. They allow inference from the initial sample to the household populaf
general, they are calculated as the inverses of the inclusion probabilities

From second year onwards (case of a rotational panel)

The above definition applies only to the new entries.

For the households which are not surveyed for the first time, no values are to be giver
design weight and these are to be flaggethotapplicable).

Required format

In principle, according to the regulation, these weights had to be coded with two integ
five deci mal s. But, that cause probl e msg
in practice, household design gbts will be coded with at least one integer and
decimals.

2017 Operation - 107 -



\ Chapter 2: Description of EU-SILC Target variables Household Register (D-file) \

DB090: Houshold cross-sectional weight

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household data including degree of urbanisation
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Current

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Constructed

Values 0 (format 2.5)weight (see below for required format)
Flags 1 Filled

-7 Not applicable DB010i lastyear

Description
See constructi onWBIGHTIM&G .ght s i n chapter

The household crossectional weights are the final estimation weights. Only the house
that are accepted to the database (DB135 = 1) have asexssnal weight, the others a
assigned a weight of The calibration is done taking all rotational groups together

Required format

In principle, according to the regulation, these weights had to be coded with two integ
five decimals. But, that cause problems if the weight® Iz least three integers. That is w
in practice, household crosgctional weights will be coded with at least one integer and
decimals.

In the regular transmission (reconciled file format) this variables should be filled in or
the recordselated to the last year of operation.
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DB095: Houshold longitudinal weight

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household data including degree of urbanisation
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Constructed

Values 0 (format 2.5)weight (see below for required format)
Flags 1 Filled

-2 Not applicable (DB110 equal @hd DB010 = last year

Description
See constructi onWBIGHTIM&G .ght s i n chapter

The householdbngitudinalweights are the final estimation weights. Only the householdg
are accepted to the database (DB135 = 1) hdwmegiudinalweight, the others are assigne
weight of 0.The calibration is done taking all rotational groups separately

Required format

In principle, according to the regulation, these weights had to be coded with two integ
five decimals. But, that cause problems if the weights have at least three integers. Tha
in practice, householtbngitudinal weights will be coded witfat least one integer and fi
decimals.
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DB100: Degree of urbanisation

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household data including degree of urbanisation
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Constructed
Values 1 Denselypopulated area
2 Intermediate area
3 Thinly-populated area
Flags -1 Missing (allowed only from wave 2 onwards)
1 Filled
Description

To fill in this variable, the new DEGURBA classification has to be used starting 2842
operation. The new classification is based on grid cells and a complete overview
methodology can be found ofircaBCunder the classifications section. The complete lig
municipalities with their corresponding code (A : Dengabpulated aa, code B
Intermediate area, code C : Thirpppulated area, see below) can also be found into the
SILC group of Circ8C.

This variable must be filled in for every household in wave 1. From wave 2 onwa
missing value (flagl) is allowed for exeme cases (like moving house).

Densely populated areaContiguous grid cells of 1kfrwith a density of at least 1 5(
inhabitants per kfand a minimum population of 50 000

Intermediate area: Clusters of contiguous grid cells of 1kmith a density of at least 30
inhabitants per kfand a minimum population of 5 000

Thinly -populated area: Grid cells outside urban clusters

! A complete documentation, including correspondence tables can be found
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/miscellaneous/index.cfm?TargetUrI=DSP_DEGURBA
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DB110: Household status

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household data including degree of urbanisation
Transmission type | Early and regular

Reference period | Current

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Interviewer

Values Household from previous wave

1 At the same address as last interview

2 Entire household moved to a private household within the
country

Household no longer iacope

3 Entire household moved to a collective household or instity
within the country

4 Household moved outside the country

5 Entire household died

6 Household does not contain sample person

Address norcontacted

7 Householdunable to access (due to for example climatic
conditions)

11 Lost household (no information on record on what happeng
the household)

New household for this wave

8 Split-off household

9 New address added to the sample this wave or first wave
Fusion
10 Fusion

Flags 1 Filled

Description
The household is at the same address as last interviewhis situation appears when at le
one of the sample persons lives at the same address as in the previous wave.

Entire household moved to a private householdithin the country: This situation appeal
when no sample persons lives at the same address as in the previous wave, but
household moved to a private household within the country.

Entire household moved to a collective household or institution whin the country: This
situation appears when all the sample persons moved to a collective household or in
within the country.

Household moved outside the country or to territories not covered by the surveyhis
situation appears when all the sdenpersons moved outside the country or to territories
covered by the survey.

Entire household deceasedrhis situation occurs when all the sample persons have die

Household does not contain sample persoithis situation appears when sample persoas
no longer in scope for a variety of reasons.

Address noncontacted while distinguishing between unable to access and lo
information on record as to what happened to the household
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Split-off households New household split off from the household simrevious wave an
not considered as the initial household.

New address added to the sample in this wave or first wav&his is were it is the first tim
this household is recorded in the survey and is not a split off household (first wav
householdntroduced into the sample in order to maintain the sample size because of |
to nonresponse).

Fusion: This situation appears when sample persons from different sample householq
the previous wave join together to form a new household. Thesholdsthat disappears w
be coded as o6fusiondé. The household th

(if it stays at the same address as in the last interview), as 2 (if the entire household n
a private household within the aauy), etc.

Initial contact with the address

It is recommended that a letter is sent prior to visiting the household to inform them th
have been selected to participate in the survey, the main characteristics of the surve
request a visit tondertake an interview.

Where possible, it is recommended to make an appointment by phone in order to reedy
contact due to absence of the person from the home, iliness etc.

If the interviewer has any difficulty in finding an address there are sesaretes which ma
be helpful such as the local post office, the City Hall, the police, etc.

Where known, the telephone number of the household should be included in the inte
instructions.

Second, third and so on contacts

A major risk of attritionin a longitudinal survey is linked to either individuals or the er
household moving between waves. Special procedures need to be established to
moving/splitoff households. These procedures can relate to the interviewers organisg
to the central organisation:

In order to be able to trace people or households who move between waves, several |
can be taken by the interviewer, e.g. (a) asking at each interview about any inten
expectation of a move before the next interviewy;adntacting them by mail or phone in t
intervening period between waves; (c) requesting that the household inform the interv
a move takes place with appropriate financial incentives; (d) where a move is likely to
asking for the name aratldress of a friend or relative who could inform the interviewer a
the new location.

For those countries using a sample of addresses or households, the first task at each
is to get all the information for the identification of the househukimbers and on an
changes in the household composition. It is important to obtain the date of move, the
for the move and the new address of any movers.

If the interviewer is unable to obtain the new address, then their supervisor and/or e
team must make an attempt to do so. It is recommended that within each NDU, at l¢g
person is concerned only with finding the new addresses of these households
population, using the postal system/other sources if feasible.

In relation to hosehold moves, one proposal is to use specialised or more exper
interviewers who will have a closer relationship with the supervisor.

The interviewer shall try to contact neighbours, population registers or whatever other
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of information in ordeto discover the situation of the sample persons who lived there.

Once the new address has been obtained, the interviewer shall try to locate the housel
the new address i f within the interviey
interviewe 6 s area, the interviewer should a
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DB120: Contact at address

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household data including degree of urbanisé
Transmission type Early and regular

Reference period Current

Unit Household

Mode of collection Interviewer

Values 11 Address contacted

Address norcontacted:

21 Address cannot be located

22 Address unable to access

23 Address does not exist or is smesidential address or is
unoccupied or not principaésidence

Flags 1 Filled

-1 Missing

-2 Not applicable (DB110 not equal to 2, 8 or 9)

Description
This variable need only be filled in when DB110 = 2, 8, 9. Otherwise, no values are
given for this variable and it must be flagg@dnotapplicable).

Address contacted:When a household has its main residence at the sampled address
can be |l ocated, the status is recorded

to the address. When an entire, or a part of, the holasépit-off household) has moved

a private household within the country,
possible to gain access to the new address.

Address cannot be located This occurs when, with the information availabieis not
possible to locate the address despite special efforts being made to do so.

Address unable to accessThis occurs when it is not possible to access the address |
weather factors (like flooding etc.) or geographic factors, for example, thay be no acces
roads. The cause of the lack of access should not be only temporary.

Address does not exist, is noresidential, is unoccupied or is not a principal
residenceAn address iswontresidentialif it is used for different purposes than thasfea
principal residence (business, shop, vacation home, etc).

An addresgloes not exisf the building has been demolished.
An address isinoccupiedr empty if nobody is currently living there.
For those countries selecting a sample of persons, fanpbeafrom a population register, th

goal is to contact the persons whereve
residential, i's unoccupied or is not p
death of the selectedresgpe nt , t he household can be
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DB130: Household questionnaire result

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household data including degree of urbanisé
Transmission type Early and regular

Reference period Current

Unit Household

Mode of collection Interviewer

Values 11 Household questionnaire completed

Interview not completed:

21 Refusal to ceoperate

22 Entire household temporarily away for duration of
fieldwork

23 Household unable to respond (illneissh c apaci t
24 Other reasons

Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Not applicable (DB120 not equal to 11 and DB110 not
equal to 1)

Description

This variable need only be filled in when DB120 = 11 or when DB110 = 1. Otherwig
values are to be givdor this variable and it must be flaggeti(not applicable).

Household questionnaire completedA household questionnaire is considered as comp
if most of its variables have been filled in.

Interview not completed: As mentioned in the Commission Reation on Fieldwork aspec
and Imputation procedures, in the case of an interview survey, at least thitesckalshall be
made before a household is accepted asresponding (interview not completed), unlé
there are clear and strong reasons (sakla definite refusal to emperate, circumstance
endangering the safety of the interviewer, etc.) why this cannot be done.

The interview has not been completed for some of the following reasons:
Refusal to caperate

The household refuses to give infotina either from the beginning of the interview
having initially agreed to provide the information, refuses to do so at a later date (f
reason).

The interviewers should do their best to obtairoperation not only by explaining th
survey, but &o by calling back again when an appointment is broken.

Entire household temporarily away for duration of fieldwork

An entire household is temporarily away when all its household members are temy
away and will not return during the fieldwork periocthe area.

Before declaring a household as being temporarily away, the interviewer shall ensure
necessary attempts to contact the household have been made (visiting the hous
different hours, different days, calling by phone, etc).

Household unable to respond (illness, incapacity, etc.)

This situation appears when either all household members are unable to responc
interview or are unable to sedtiminister the questionnaires due to incapacity, illness etc,
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In the case where aneperson household is unable to respond to or teaskifinister the
guestionnaire due to incapacity or illness, the interviewer should, if feasible, try to ¢
someone outside the household who is able to help or provide the information
incapacitated person.

The i nterviewer shal/l only assign the
incapacity is not temporary; where the illness or incapacity is temporary, the inter
should return to the household during the fieldwonkqakin the area.

Other reasons
This item refers to any situation that is not referred to above, either because all the ho
members do not know the language or all of them are illiterate and so on, and nobody
the household can provide théammation.
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DB135: Household interview acceptance

Domain/Area

Basic data/Basic household data including degree of urbanisa

Transmission type

Early and regular

Reference period Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection Interviewer
Values 1 Interview accepted for database
2 Interview rejected
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Not applicable (DB130 not equal to 11)
Description

completed.

completed.

The interview shall be accepted for the database if at least one of the personal inter

In thosecountries for which a selected respondent is chosen for the personal intervig
interview of the selected respondent must be completed.

The household interview shall be rejected for the database if no personal intery

2017 Operation

-117 -






Chapter 2: Description of EU-SILC Target variables Personal Register (R-file) \

Personal ®Redgiegter
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RBO010: Year of the survey

Domain/Area

Basic data/Basic personal data

Transmission type

Early and regular

Reference period

Current

Unit

All current household members (of any age) and former househol
members

Mode of collection

Interviewer

Values

Flags

year (4 digits)

Description
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RB020: Country

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic personal data
Transmission type | Earlyand regular
Reference period Constant

Unit All current household members (of any age) and former househ
members
Mode of collection Frame
Values BE  Belgique/Belgie
BG Bulgaria
CZ  Czech republic
DK  Denmark
DE Deutschland
EE Estonia
IE Ireland
EL Ellada
ES Espafa
FR France
HR  Croatia
IT Italia
CY Cyprus
LV Latvia

LT Lithuania

LU Luxembourg
HU  Hungary

MT  Malta

NL Nederland
AT  Osterreich

PL Poland

PT  Portugal

RO Romania

Sl Slovenia

SK  Slovak republic
FI Suomi

SE  Sverige

UK  United Kingdom

CH  Switzerland

IS Iceland

NO  Norway

ME  Montenegro
MK FYROM

RS  Serbia

TR  Turkey

Flags -
| Description
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RB030: Personal ID

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic personal data

Transmission type | Early and regular

Reference period Constant

Unit All currenthousehold members (of any age) and former househg
members

Mode of collection Frame, register or interviewer

Values ID number See construction in chapter '‘General description'

Flags -

Description
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RBO031: Year of immigration

Domain/Area Basicdata/Basic personal data
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period Constant

Unit All current household members (of any age) and former househ
members

Mode of collection Frame, register or interviewer

Values 1890vyear of the survey

Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing

-2 Not applicable (no immigration for the person)

Description
Note: If the person immigrated before 1890 the variable will be filled in with the value 1

The purpose of this variable is tvfold™:

To identify the people who entered tbauntry in the last years (maximum duration = len
of the rotational panel) to know if these people were in the sample frame at the time
sample selection (for longitudinal weighting purposes);

To study the population of migrants in a broad sense,to evaluate the size and mal
characteristics of the people who entered the country when recording the last entry
country.

The considered period of immigration should be the period since the person was born.
are major problems encowgned in obtaining the information, the considered period ca
limited to the panel duration of EBILC survey (i.e. the [revious four years).

In the case of an altered boundary where the person lives at the same address, t
considered as immigtion and the flag2 should be used.

Reintegration into the country of origin or into the country of birth is considerg
immigration for this variable.

Only immigration between countries should be considered, immigration between 1
within a country should not be taken into account.

It was agreediuring the 2009 Living Conditions Working Group meeting that the collection of this variable would start from the 2010
operation onwards. Nevertheless, it was kindly asked that countries fill in this variable from the 2008 operation smaizctisaa possible,
given the knowledge that in the majority of cases this information should be easily obtained from population registers.
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RB040: Current household ID

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic personal data

Transmission type | Early and regular

Reference period Current

Unit All current household members (of any age) and former househ
members

Mode of collection Frame, register or interviewer

Values ID number see DB030

Flags -

Description
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RBO050: Personal crossectional weight

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic personal data
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period Constant
Unit All current household members (of any age) and former househ
members
Mode of collection Constructed
Values 0+ (format 2.5) weight (see bellow the required format)
Flags 1 filled
-2 Not applicable RB110 notequal tol, 2, 3or 4)
-7 Not applicableRB010 | | ast vyear
Description

See constructi onWBIGHTIMES .ght s i n chapter

Required format

In principle, according to the regulation, these weights had to be coded with 2 integer
decimals. But, that cause problems if the weights have at least 3 intelgeast © s
practice, personal crosectional weights will be coded with at least one integer a
decimals.

In the regular transmission (reconciled file format) this variables should be filled in or
the records related to the last year of openat

2017 Operation -126 -



\ Chapter 2: Description of EU-SILC Target variables Personal Register (R-file) \

RBO060: Personal base weight

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic personal data

Transmission type | Regular

Reference period Constant

Unit All current household members (of any age) and former househ
members

Mode of collection Constructed

Values 0+ (format 2.5) weight (see the required format below )

Flags 1 Filled

Description

See constructi onWBIGHTIMEAG ght s i n chapter

The personal base weight can have the value 0, namely fepamah personand for first
wave

Required format

In principle, according to the regulation, these weights must be coded with two intege
five decimals. However, doing so would cause problems where the weights have at led
integers.Therebre, in practice, personal base weights will be codéti at least one intege
and five decimals.
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RBO062: Longitudinal weight (two-year duration)

Domain/Area

Basic data/Basic personal data

Transmission type

Regular

Reference period

Constant

Unit

All current household members (of any age) and fotmesehold
members

Mode of collection Constructed

Values 0+ (format 2.5) weight

Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Not applicable@nly 1year trajectory for the individual, i.e.
individual in first wave)

Description

See construction of weights in chapddfEIGHTINGS .
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RBO063: Longitudinal weight (three-year duration)

Domain/Area

Basic data/Basic personal data

Transmission type | Regular

Referenceperiod Constant

Unit All current household members (of any age) and former househ
members

Mode of collection Constructed

Values 0+ (format 2.5) weight

Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Not applicableléss tharthreeyear trajectory for the
individual, i.e. individual in first or second wave)

Description

See constructi onWBIGHTIN&A .ght s i n chapter
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RBO064: Longitudinal weight (four-year duration)

Domain/Area

Basic data/Basic personal data

Transmission type

Regular

Reference period

Constant

Unit

All current household members (of any age) and former househ
members

Mode of collection Constructed
Values 0+ (format 2.5) weight
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Not applicableléss tharfour-year trajectory for the
individual, i.e. individual in first, second or third wave)
Description

See constructi onWBIGHTIN&A ght s i n chapter

2017 Operation

-130 -



\ Chapter 2: Description of EU-SILC Target variables Personal Register (R-file) \

RBO0O70: Month of birth

Domain/Area

Basic data/Demographic data

Transmission type

Early and regular

Reference period

Constant

Unit

All current household members (of any age) and fotmesehold
members

Mode of collection

Household respondent or register

Values 1-12 month
Flags 1 Filled

-1 Missing
Description
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RB080: Year of birth

Domain/Area

Basic data/Demographic data

Transmission type

Early and regular

Referenceperiod

Constant

Unit

All current household members (of any age) and former househ
members

Mode of collection

Household respondent or register

Values

1890i year of the survey

Flags

1 Filled
-1 Missing

Description
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RB090: Sex
Domain/Area Basic data/Demographic data
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period Constant
Unit All current household members (of any age) and former househ
members
Mode of collection Household respondent or register
Values 1 Male
2 Female
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description
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RB100: Sample person or caesident

Domain/Area Basic data/Demographic data
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period Current
Unit All current household members (of any age) and former househ
members
Mode of collection Household respondent or register
Values 1 Sample person
2 Co-resident
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

Sample persons:This refers to all, or a subset of, the members of the households
initial sample who are over a certain age.

Initial sample: Refers to the sample of households or persons at the time it is selec
inclusion in EUSILC.

Age limit used to defire sample personstn the case of a fowyear panel, this age limit sha
not be higher than 14 years. In countries with a-f@ar panel using a sample of addresse
of households, all household members aged 14 and over in the initial sample shalplee
persons.

In countries with a fouyear panel using a sample of persons, this shall involve the sel
of at least one such person per household. For an initial sample of persons, the tern
only to the individuals selected (normally one panple household).

The abovementioned minimum age limit shall be lower in the case of a longer panel du
For a panel duration that exceeds eight years, members of all ages in the initial sam
be sample persons, and children born to sampleamnamaring the time the mother is in t
panel shall be included as sample persons.

Co-residents or nonsample personsare all current residents of a sample household ¢
than those defined above as sample persons.

Sample householdneans a household comizg at least one sample person.

Implementation

For countries selecting a sample of households (addresses) and using the Eurostat i
design, each subample will be a panel and it will be followed over the course of four yeq

In the first waveof each fouyear panel, all household members aged 14 and over will
sample person Household members aged less than 14 witldeeesidents

In the second wave and so forth, theresidents will be those household members tha
aged less than 1éat the moment of the sample selection) plus household member
joined a sample household after the first wave.
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RB110: Membership status

Domain/Area Basic data/Demographic data

Transmission type | Early and regular

Reference period Current

Unit All current household members (of any age) and former househ
members

Mode of collection Household respondent or register

Values For current household members

1 Was in this household in previous waves or current
household member

2 Moved into this househdlfrom another sample household
since previous wave

3 Moved into this household from outside sample since
previous wave

4 Newly born into this household since last wave

Not current household members

5 Moved out since previous wave or last interview if not
contacted in previous wave
6 Died
7 Lived in the household at least three months during the
income reference period and was not recorded in the register of
household

Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing

Description
First year that the initial household isincluded in the survey

1 For current household members
Following years
Initial household

1 For current household members that were household members in previous wavs

2 For current household members that were not household members of this house
previous waves but who moved into this household from another sample household sir
previous wave.

3 For current household members that were not household members of this house
previous waves but who havemoved into this household from outs&id=mmple since the
previous wave.

4 For those newly born into this household since previous wave.

5 Not current household membehatwere household members of this household in
previous waves but have moved out since previous wave or last intérvietrcontacted in
previous wave.

6 Those who were household members in previous waves and who have died sin
previous wave or last interview if not contacted in previous wave.
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7 For former household members that have never been recorded as cursehiotd
members in previous waves.

Split-off households

2 For current household members that moved into this household from another sa
household since previous wave.

3 For current household members that moved into this household from outside sa
since previous wave.

The code 7 igotto be used for former household members in the case ebfplibuseholds
because it is too difficult to handle in this case.

Note:

Why introduce the former household members? In order to assess the impactgekdh
household composition on social exclusion, it is important to have basic informati
changes in composition. This would allow the classification of changes due to death,
breakdown, young adults leaving home, birth of children, etc.

Howeve, the code 7 must be only used from wave 2 onwards (it is not for use in w
and only for the initial household ( not spdiff households).

The term o6former household memberd ref
household and wasohrecorded as a household member in that household in previous
but who lived in the household for at least three months during the income reference p¢

Persons who have not registered by mistake at the moment of data collection will be ¢
3.
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RB120: Moved to[Location where the person moved]

Domain/Area Basic data/Demographic data

Transmission type | Regular

Reference period Current

Unit All current household members (of any age)

Mode of collection Household respondent or register

Values 1 To a private household in the country
2 To a collective household or institution in the country
3 Abroad
4 Lost

Flags 1 Filled
-2 Not applicable (RB110 not equal to 5)

Description
People moving to a private/collective household or institutthin the country butto
national territories excluded from ESILC will be coded as 3.
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RB140: Month moved out or died[Month when the person moved

out or died]
Domain/Area Basic data/Demographic data
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period Current
Unit All current household members (of any age)
Mode of collection Household respondent or register
Values 1-12 month
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing

-2 Not applicable (RB110 not equal to 5 or 6)

Description
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RB150: Year moved out or diedYear when the person moved out
or died]
Domain/Area Basic data/Demographic data
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period Current
Unit All current household members (of any age)
Mode of collection Household respondent or register
Values year(4 digits)
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Not applicable (RB110 not equal to 5 or 6)
Description
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RB160: Number
reference period

of months in household during the income

Domain/Area

Basic data/Demographic data

Transmission type

Regular

Referenceperiod

Income reference period

Unit

All current household members (of any age) and former househ
members

Mode of collection

Household respondent or register

Values

0-12 number of months

Flags 1 Filled

-1 Missing

-2 Not applicable (RB110 naqual to 5 or 6 or 7)
Description
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RB170: Main activity status during the income reference period

Domain/Area Basic data/Demographic data
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period Income reference period
Unit All current household members (of aage) and former household
members
Mode of collection Household respondent or register
Values 1 At work
2 Unemployed
3 In retirement or early retirement or has given up business
4 Other inactive person
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Not applicable (RB1Q not equal to 5 or 6 or 7)
Description

The status should be seléfined (see explanations given for variable PLO31).
Work: See explanations provided for variable PLO31.

Unemployed: Early retirement for economic reasons can be included here acctoding
respondent’s feeling, i.e. a person in early retirement for economic reasons will be ir
here if he/she classifies him/herself as being unemployed.

Retirement, early retirement: A person is in retirement or early retirement if he/she
his/her work for age. Early retirement due to enough seniority is also to be included.

However, early retirement due to economic reasons is classified according to the resp
feeling, i.e. a person in early retirement for economic reasons will be inchetedonly if
he/she classifies him/herself as being retired.

Other inactive:

This category includes the corresponding categories from variables PL0O31.:
Pupil, student, further training, unpaid work experience

Permanently disabled or/and unfit to work

In compulsory military or community service

Fulfilling domestic tasks and care responsibilities

Other inactive person
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RB180: Month moved in[Month when the person moved in]

Domain/Area

Basic data/Demographic data

Transmission type

Regular

Reference period

Current

Unit

All current household members (of any age)

Mode of collection

Household respondent or register

Values 1-12 month
Flags 1 Filled

-1 Missing

-2 Not applicable (RB110 not equal to 3)
Description
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RB190: Year moved in[Year when thg@erson moved in]

Domain/Area Basic data/Demographic data

Transmission type | Regular

Reference period Current

Unit All current household members (of any age)
Mode of collection Household respondent or register
Values year(4 digits)
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing

-2 Not applicable (RB110 not equal to 3)

Description
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RB200: Residential status

Domain/Area Basic data/Demographic data
Transmission type Regular
Reference period Current
Unit All current household members (of any age)
Mode of collection Household respondent or register
Values 1 Currently living in the household
2 Temporarily absent
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Not applicable (RB110 not equal to 1, 2, 3 or 4)

Description
Currently living in the household: A householdnember is currently living in the househc
if he/she spends at least a nighst in the household during the interview duration.

Temporarily absent: A household member is temporarily absent if he/she does not sp
least a nightest in the householduring the interview duration because he/she is:

In hospital/nursing home

In full-time educational institute
Military service or equivalent
Other institution (prison etc.)
Working out of town

On travel

Other reasons
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RB210: Basic activity status
Domain/Area Basic data/Demographic data
Transmission type Regular
Reference period Current
Unit All current household members (of any age)
Mode of collection Household respondent or register
Values 1 At work
2 Unemployed
3 In retirement or earlyetirement or has given up business
4 Other inactive person
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Not applicable (RB110 not equal to 1, 2, 3 or 4)
Description
The status should be seléfined (see explanations given for variable PL0O31).
For explanations of categories, see RB170.
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RB220: Father ID

Domain/Area

Basic data/Demographic data

Transmission type

Early and regular

Reference period

Current

Unit

All current household members (of any age)

Mode of collection

Householdespondent or register

Values

Personal |IDof father

Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Not applicable ((father is not a household member) OR
(RB110 not equal to 1, 2, 3 or 4))

Description

The variables RB220 and RB230 have been included ¥SEQ in order to calculate th
household composition.

If a person is living in the household with his/her staer, the personal ID of his/her ste
father will be provided as the personal ID of the father.

In the cas of samesex couples, the notion of father and mother can be replaced by pa
and parent 2 (ignore then the error on the sex in the error lists). Nevertheless the ch
these couples must be treated the same way as for heterosexual couphesediock tthe law
plays a major role in terms of determining when a partner can be considered as a pare

RB220 includes step/adoptive/foster fathers.
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RB230: Mother ID

Domain/Area

Basic data/Demographic data

Transmission type

Early and regular

Reference period

Current

Unit

All current household members (of any age)

Mode of collection

Household respondent or register

Values

Personal IDof mother

Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Not applicable ((mother is not a household member) OR
(RB110 not equal to 1, 2, 3 or 4))
Description

The variables RB220 and RB230 have been included ¥SHEQ in order to calculate th
household composition. RB230 includes step/adoptive/foster mothers.

If a person is living in the househohldth his/her stepmother, the personal ID of his/her ste
mother will be provided as the personal ID of the mother.

In the case of sam@ex couples, the notion of father and mother can be replaced by pa
and parent 2 (ignore then the error on theireke error lists). Nevertheless the childrer
these couples must be treated the same w&yr &eterosexual couples and therefore the
plays a major role in terms of determining when a partner can be considered as a pare
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RB240: Spouse/parter ID

Domain/Area

Basic data/Demographic data

Transmission type

Regular

Reference period

Current

Unit

All current household members (of any age)

Mode of collection

Household respondent or register

Values

Personal IDof spouse/partner

Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Not applicable ((spouse/partner is not a household mem
OR (RB110 not equal to 1, 2, 3 or 4))
Description

Includes married people and partners in a consensual union (with or without a legal bas
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RB245: Respondent status

Domain/Area

Basic data/Basic personal data

Transmission type

Early and regular

Reference period

Current

Unit

All current household members (of any age)

Mode of collection

Household respondent or register

Values

All householdmembers aged 16 and over are interviewed
1 Current household member aged 16 and over

Only selected household member aged 16 and over is interviey
2 Selected respondent
3 Non-selected respondent

Households members aged less than 16 at the endinttme
reference period

4 Ineligible person
Flags 1 Filled

-2 Not applicable (RB110 not equal to 1, 2, 3 or 4))
Description

applicable.

For countries using a sample of households or addresses, only values 1 and 4 are app
For countries using a sample pdrsons (selected respondent), only the valu8sa?d 4 are

The age refers to the age at the end on the income reference period.

The newborn will be coded as 4
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RB250: Data status

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic personal data

Transmissiontype | Early and regular

Reference period | Current

Unit All current household members aged 16 and over or selected
respondent where applies

Mode of collection | Interviewer

Values Information or interview completed:
11 Information completed only from intaew
12 Information completed only from registers
13 Information completed from both: interview and registers

14 Information completed from fullecord imputation

Interview not completed, though contact made:

21 Individual unable to respond (illnesscapacity, etc) and no
proxy possible

22 Failed to return seltompleted questionnaire

23 Refusal to ceoperate

Individual not contacted because:
31 Person temporarily away and no proxy possible
32 No contact for other reasons

Information orinterview not completed:

33 Information not completed: reason unknown
Flags 1 Filled

-2 Not applicable (RB245 not equal to2Lor 3)

Description
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RB260: Type of interview

Domain/Area

Basic data/Basic personal data

Transmission type

Regular

Reference period

Current

Unit

All current household members aged 16 and over or selected
respondent where applies

Mode of collection

Interviewer

Values

Before 2014 (RB010<2014)

G WNPE

From 2014 onwards (RB010>2013)

face to face interview? API

face to face interviexCAPI

CATI, telephone interview
seltadministered by respondent
proxy interview

Face to face intervieslR API

Face to face intervie\CAPI

CATI, telephone interview

Self-administered by respondent

Computer assisted wenterviewingCAWI

Face to face interviel? API with proxy

Face to face intervieMCAPI with proxy

CATI, telephone interview with proxy
Self-administered by respondent with proxy
Computer assisted web interviewa@A\WI with proxy

Flags

Filled
Missing
Not applicable RB250 not equal to 11 or 18r RB245=3

Description

Proxy interview refers to personal interview with another member of the household.
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RB270: Personal ID of proxy[Personal ID of person who filled in
the individualquestionnaire]

Domain/Area

Basic data/Basic personal data

Transmission type

Regular

Reference period

Current

Unit

All current household members aged 16 and over or selected
respondent where applies

Mode of collection | Interviewer
Values Personal I1Dof proxy
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Not applicablg(RB260 not equdto 6, 7, 8, 9, 1DAND
RB010 > 2013) OR ( RB260 ne 5 AND RB010 < 2014))
Description
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RLO10: Education at pre-school

RL0O20: Education at compulsory school

Domain/Area Labourinformation/Childcare

Transmission type | Early andRegular

Reference period | Usual week

Unit All current household members not over 12 years old (age at the
of interview)

Mode of collection | Household respondent

Values 0-99 Number of hours ogéducation during an usual week
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing

-2 Not applicable

RB110 not equal td, 2, 3 or 4

(RLO10: person is not admitted to ggehool because of his o
her age, is at compulsory school, or is more than 12 pé&hjs

(RLO20: person is not admitted to compulsory school beca
of his or her age, or is more than 12 years)

Description

Education at pre-school: Pres ¢ h o o | or equival ent (e. g
The educationatlassification to be used is ISCED Level 0. Specialgoteols or equivalent
for children who have speci al needs (h

considered as pigchool (level 0). If they are not, they shall not be reported (neperted for
example in RLO40 for dagare centre).

Education at compulsory school:i Compul soryo school aneéntl
separate school from peehool, but all the school hours must be included; primary
eventually secondary schoathall be included (children up to 12 years old at the da
interview).

The meals at (prgschool shall be included in the number of hours for the usual days the
eats at (prgschool.

If more than 99 hours, the code used is 99. The hours shalhbhded to the nearest hour.
less than one hour, then one hour is coded.

(RLO10>0 and RL020>0) is not possible; a positive number of hours both-athwel and a
school is incompatible.

Children stay over at pre-school and primary school during the tinch time: If during the
lunch time, children are usually cared for by their mother or father at the school ple
elsewhere), these hours are not counted in the variables of childcare since their pai
present.

If during lunch time they are usiylcared for by other parents at the school place
elsewhere), these should be classified in RLO60 (if parents not paid).

If during lunch time they are usually cared for by somebody belonging to the 4
organisation (e.g. canteen), the hours aresitlad in RLO10/RL020.

| f during lunch time they are usually
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classified in the other variables (RLG860-060) depending on the usual carer.

School transportation: The ti me spent ahi omschboulul ¢
RLO10/RL0O20 if someone belonging to the school organisation is taking care of the ¢
during school transportation.

I f children are wusually cared for by
they shoull be classified in the other variables (RL&2ED-060) depending on the usu
carer.
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RLO30: Childcare at centrebased service$Childcare at centre
based services outside school hours (before/after)]

Domain/Area Labour information/Childcare

Transmission type | Early andRegular

Reference period | Usual week

Unit All current household members not over 12 years old (age at the
of interview)

Mode of collection | Household respondent

Values 0-99 Number of hours of childcare during an uswakk
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing

-2 Not applicable

RB110 not equal td, 2, 3 or 4

(person is neither at psehool nor at school or is more than
years old)

Description
This variable concerns only those children who angr@school or at school in the childca
reference period (RLO10>0 or RL020>0).

Centrebased services outside (Psehool hours: only the hours of care before and :
school should be reported. For example, a seooli ng c¢chi | d who ah
Wednesday and who is cared for by a-dage centre: these hours of care shall be report
RLO40.

The services may be on the school premises or elsewhere.

Cultural and sporting activities outside school (here after school hours) such asmaudiat
|l essons é shalll not be included as f ar
the childés | eisure.

The hours shall be rounded to the nearest hour. If less than one hour, then deebded
For children attending school in tlmeorning and a centre in the afternoon, the hours ir]
centre are coded as RLO30 (before/after school for school going children).
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RLO40: Childcare at day-care centre

RLO50: Childcare by a professional childminder at child's home
or at child-mi n d éamé s

RLO60: Childcare by grand-parents, other household members
(outside parents), other relatives, friends or neighbours

Domain/Area Labour information/Childcare

Transmission type | Early andRegular

Reference period | Usual week

Unit All currenthousehold members not over 12 years old (age at the ¢
of interview)

Mode of collection | Household respondent

Values 0-99 Number of hours of childcare during an usual week
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing

-2 Not applicable
RB110 not equal td, 2, 3 or 4
(person is more than 12 years old)

Description

RLO40: RLO40 includes all kind ofare organised/controlled by a structgpablic, private).
This means that the parents and the carer are not the only persons involved in the ¢
there are no direct arrangements between the carer and the parents in the sense that
organised structure between them (whichisefn t he <carerés em
centredbase day <car e, organised family day
centre or the carerb6s home (e.g. organi

This should also include the qualified childminders organiseticantrolled by a structurg
even if they are directly paid by the

These kinds of care are often delivered within the social welfare system especig
children under the age of three. RL040 corresisato the care for children too young to be
school (or at pre school) but also for children attending school (pre school) and cared f
per week when school is closed.

The care can be full time or part time, even for few hours.

Cultural and spomg activities (such as a club) shall not be included in as far as they a
used as a childcare service but instead

Special daycare for children with special needs is included.

RLO50: In RLO50 there ardirect arrangementsetween the carer and the parents; there |
structure which organises or controls the cd&tarents are often employers, pay the c
directly, but furthermore there are no controls over the qualification of the childminder
organi sedPrsafraacdiuodgreal o chi |l dmi nder s ha
|l ooking after the child represents a |
not content a notion of qualification or of quality of the care.
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Babysitter s realsadincladaduherp.ai r s 0 a
The care can be at the childdéds home or

RLO60: RLO60 refers tounpaid care(free or informal arrangements such as exchang
services).

Difference between RLO50 and RLO60:RLO50 globally refers to paid car@vith rare
exceptions; e. g. Afau pairso are not al
receive benefits which cover the amount of the care, the care is considered here as a y
whereas RLO60 refers to unpaid care (free or exchanggnaces).

Example: if a neighbour or a friend is the carer and if he is paid for that, then the nun
hours of care shall be reported in RLO50.

The care can be at the childdéds home or
Children up to 12 yea old at the day of interview.

If more than 99 hours, the code used is 99. The hours shall be rounded to the neares
less than one hour, then one hisucoded

Note See RLO10 and RLO20 for Al unch ti meg
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RLO70:Ch i | dr e rseciionatweighd fer childcare

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic personal data
Transmission type | Early andRegular
Reference period | Constant

Unit All current household members (of any age)
Mode of collection | Constructed

Values 0+ (format2.5) weight

Flags 1 Filled

-2 Not applicable
RB110 not equal td, 2, 3 or 4
(persons aged more than 12 years old at the date of interv

-7 Not applicable RBOI]
Description
Inthe EUS | L C, in addition to the four Uusua
Afhousehold member o, Afhousehol d member

type of unit that needs to be considered for childcare datatyff@sofunit is not defined by
any regulation.

The personal crossectional weight (applicable to all household members, of all ages (
variable RB050) may be used for the childcare data. However, the calculation of this
probably does not take inzcount external control aglstributions for children aged 12 a
under. In order to ensure a correct distribution for children by age, it may be better to ¢
specific crossectional weights for childrén

The proposal IS NOT to scale and cédtel new weights for children taking into accountn
response, household and individual vari

The proposal is to adjust the distribution of children for each year ofTdu® involves the
adjustment of personaflosssectional weights so as to make the distribution, according t
characteristics, of the children covered in the sample tally with the same information
more reliable external source (age distribution of children aged 0 to 12 in privatédidase

D, = children aged n at the day of interview (n=0 to°12)

Chi | dr e-sestional eveightdoDd, (n=01to 12):w=w,* N /N’

w, = personal crossectional weight for the child i

N' = sum of personal crosectional weights for children aged n at the day of intervie
the database

N. = number of children in thdemographic population aged n at the 31/12/féstimateg
from external source)

Notes:

! This will also enlarge the possibilities for analysis of the detailed data on childcare (estimate total ntioibieiren cared for, global

proportions among all children é).
2 Note for 0 year old: this includes children born in yeat.NChildren born in year N are excluded (ag€d at the 31/12/ML; difficult to
take them into account to ensure comparablelzigtt@een countries because of differences in the dates of the surveys in year N).
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The sum of eshctiohal wemhtsswill cocresposdso the estimation of the nur
of children in the population.

The sample size of children will be chechexfore childcare data are published.
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Househol df iDaet)a ( H
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HBO010: Year of the survey

Domain/Area

Basic data/Basic household data

Transmission type

Early and regular

Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Interviewer

Values

Year (four digits)

Flags

Description
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HBO020: Country

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household data
Transmission type | Early and regular
Referenceperiod Constant

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Frame

Values BE  Belgique/Belgie
BG Bulgaria

CZ  Czech republic
DK Denmark
DE Deutschland

EE Estonia
IE Ireland
EL Ellada
ES Espafa
FR France
HR Croatia
IT Italia

CY  Cyprus
LV Latvia

LT Lithuania
LU  Luxembourg
HU  Hungary
MT  Malta

NL Nederland
AT  Osterreich

PL Poland

PT  Portugal

RO Romania

Sl Slovenia

SK  Slovak republic
FI Suomi

SE  Sverige

UK  United Kingdom

CH Switzerland

IS Iceland

NO  Norway

ME  Montenegro

MK  FYROM

RS  Serbia

TR  Turkey
Flags -
Description
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HBO030: Household ID

Domain/Area

Basic data/Basic household data

Transmission type

Early and regular

Reference period

Constant

Unit

Household

Mode of collection

Frame or register or interviewer

Values

ID number see DB030

Flags

Description
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HB040: Day of household interview

Domain/Area

Basic data/Basic household data

Transmission type

Early and regular

Reference period | Current

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Interviewer

Values 1-31 Day

Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing

Description
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HBO050: Month of household interview

Domain/Area

Basic data/Basic household data

Transmission type

Early and regular

Reference period | Current

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Interviewer

Values 1-12 Month

Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing

Description
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HBO060: Year of household interview

Domain/Area

Basic data/Basic household data

Transmission type

Early and regular

Reference period | Current

Unit Household
Mode of collection | Interviewer
Values Year (four digits)
Flags 1 Filled
Description
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HBO70: Person responding the household questionnaire

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household data
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Interviewer
Values Personal ID
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

The household responderst the person from whom househdéel information is obtained
Given that the househaoldvel response is going to be attributed to all household memb
is essential that the informationbeo | | ect ed from someone
fordo the househol d.

For instance, i f t he -yearoll son oraaughtere thip persa
highly unlikely to be able to provide good quality information on such issues as geody
rent payments, housing costs, income from family and other benefits.

The household respondent will be chosen according to the following priorities:
Priority (1): the person responsible for the accommodation

Priority (2): a household member aged dfid over who is the best placed to provide
information.

For the second and following waydke household respondent will be chosen accordir]
the following list of priority:

Priority (1): the household respondent in the last wave

Prioritwpl(@)pensosa aged 16 and over g
the accommodation or the best placegravidethe information.

A

Prioritysdm®pleapeénsond aged 16 and over
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HBO080: Person 1 responsible for the accommodation

HBO090: Person 2 responsible for the accommodation

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household data
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current

Unit Household
Mode of collection | Interviewer
Values Personal ID
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing

-2 (for HBO90 only)not applicable no second person
responsible for the accommodation

Description

The person responsible for the accommodation is the person owning or renti
accommodation. If the accommodation is provided free, the person to whor
accommodationsi provided is the responsible person.

If two persons share responsibility for the accommodation, the ID of the oldest is regist
HBO080 and the other in HB090. If more than two persons share the responsibility, o
IDs of the two oldest persomse registered.

If the person owning the accommodation is a child or if the person owning or renti
accommodation does not belong to the household, then the person who is "fing
responsible” for the accommodation will be taken to be the perkorisnesponsible for th
purpose of the survey.
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HB100: Number of minutes to complete the household
guestionnaire

Domain/Area Basic data/Basic household data
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Interviewer
Values 1-90 Minutes
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description
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HHO010: Dwelling type

Domain/Area Housing/ Dwelling type, tenure status and housing conditions
Transmission type | Regular

Reference period | Current

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Household respondent

Values Detached house

Semtidetached or terraced house

Apartment or flat in a building with less than 10 dwellings
Apartment or flat in a building with 10 or more dwellings
Some other kind of accommodation

Filled

-1 Missing

RO~ WNER

Flags

Description

Building: A building is defined as any independent structure containing one or
dwellings, rooms or other spaces, covered by a roof and enclosed within external v
dividing walls which extend from th&undations to the roof. Thus a building may b
detached dwelling, apartment building, etc. National practices differ with respect
treatment of row houses, in that some countries count each row house in the un
individual building whereastber countries count all the row houses in the unit as collect
constituting a single building. It is recommended that countries follow the former pract
counting each house in the row house unit as an individual building.

This is generally defire as a room or suite of rooms and its accessories (e.g. lo
corridors) in a permanent building or structurally separated part thereof, which, by the
has been built, rebuilt or converted, is designed for habitation by one private house
should have separate access to the street, direct or via a garden or grounds, or to a
space within the building (staircase, passage, gallery, etci}, dn#s nonecessarilyneed to
havea bathroom or toilet available for the exclusive use obdsupants. Accommodatior,
t hat are sitwuated in buildings that a
habitation like a hut or a cave are included.

A building with two entrances will be considered as one single building if one can acg
apartments from both entrances; otherwise, it will be two separate buildings.

House: House means that no internal space or maintenance and other services are
shared with other dwellings. Sharing of a garden or other exterior areas is not preclude,

Detached:Detached means the dwelling has no common walls with another dwelling.

Semidetached: Semidetached refers to two dwellings sharing at least one wall,
6terracedd6 refers to -agpdwebngs.of ( mor e t hd

Apartments or flats: Apartments or flats in a building normally share some internal spa
maintenance and other services with other units in the building.

Other kind of accommodation: Other kinds of accommodation include accommodations
are situated in buildingsthatdreor use ot her than housin
like a hut or a cave.
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HHO21: Tenure status

Domain/Area Housing/ Dwelling type, tenure status and housing conditions
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Current

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Household respondent

Values 1 Outright owner
2 Owner paying mortgage
3 Tenant or subtenant paying rent at prevailing or market rat
4 Accommodation is rented at a reduced rate (lower price th:

the market prie)

5 Accommodation is provided free
Flags 1 Filled

-1 Missing
Description

This variable replaces, from the 2010 operation onwards, the variable HH020 as define
EU-SILC Regulatior-

Ownership: The owner of the accommodation shouldébmember othe householdif for
instance the accommodation is provided by a relative (such as by parents to their c
who is not a member of the household, then one of the other categories should be
depending on whether or not rent is paid by thisskbold. A person is an owner if he/s
possesses a title deed independently of whether the house is fully paid or ee¢sfomary
owner should be considered as the owner.

Outright owner: The owner is considered as 'outright owner' when he/she has e
mortgage to pay fdnis/her main dwelling

An owner who has to pay a mortgage only for a second dwelling and/or for rg
renovation, maintenance, etc. should be treated as 'outright owner'.

Owner paying mortgage: An owner is considered as an 'owrgaying mortgage' whe
he/she has to pay a mortgage to buy the main dwelling.

A mortgage for buying a second dwelling should not be considered here, as well as m
to obtain money for housing purposes like repairs, renovations and maintenance,oo¥ {
housing purposes.

Difference between outright owner and owner paying a mortgageThe selection of thg
mortgages to take into account in order to make the distinction between 'outright owr
‘owner paying mortgage' fits the rules for the selectioth® mortgages to take into accol
for the variable HHO70 (Housing costs), thatirecluded only in the case of a mortgage ta
for the purpose of buying the main dwelling

The first priority is to make reference to tberrentsituation for the mortage. However, i
this information is not available, reference can be made to the situation during the
reference period, using for instance the variable "Interest paid on mortgage" (HY100).

! An agreement was made at the Living Conditions Working Group meeting in June 2009, that the variable HH020 will be yeghlaced b
variable HHO021 with five answer categaridn 2010, the LC WG agreed to suppress HH020 and to keep only HHO021 from the 2011
operation onwards.
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If the owner has already fully paid the principal of thertg@ge and only the interest rema
outstanding, the risk of eviction probably remains and consequently in this case the
cannot be treated as outright owner and should be considered as an owner paying mof

Tenant or subtenant paying rent at pevailing or market rate: Tenant/subtenant, payin
rent at prevailing or market rent covalsothe situation whereby the rent is wholly recove
from housing benefits or other sources, including public, charitable, or private sourc
distinctonismmde her e when the accommodati on
subtenant renting from someone who himself is a tenant.

Accommodation is rented at a reduced rate (lower price than the market price)lhe key
issue is the distinctivenesstoth e O pr evai |l-regbbdasdcbdboeduc

In some countries, there is a fairly clear distinction between the market or private
renters and subsidised or public sector renters. Redatedenters would include those
renting social housing,bf renting at a reduced rate from an employer and (c) tho
accommodation where the actual rent is fixed by law. All tenants in this situation wo
included in category 4 (Accommodation rented atduced raje

If there is a clear, nationally meagful distinction between the market or prevailing rent

6reduertdd sectors, along these | ines, i
and 4.

At the ot her extr eme, there is no c¢l &a
rentd sector i n rent al accommodati on:

because virtually every household owns their home, because all tenants live in social |
all (or most tenancies) are lotgrm with restrictions on remtcreases, or all rents are fixe
If this is the case, the concept of market rent does not have a real empirical meanin
country: at least in terms of trying to usefully distinguish a group paying market rents
group that pays rents belowathvalue.

I n a situation where there is no clear
6reduced rentd® sector, al | renters wou
prevailing or mar ket ratebo.

Empirical importance of lajth of tenure is a separate issue

At one extreme, duration of tenure is empirically ignorable: either all tenancies are s
there is nollittle association between length of tenancy and rent paid beyond what m
expected from market forces (i.educed turnover costs to the landlord). At the other er
the spectrum is the Belgian situation where there is a strong (and legally binding) ass
between duration of tenancy and level of rent.

In effect, there may be a continuum between categ@iand 4 on the tenure variable, ral
than a clear cut distinction, based on the length of time the household has ren
accommodation.

Length of tenure is a separate dimension from the nature of the tenancy, and sh
handled by adding a sepée item. The proposed handling of the housing tenure item if
context is as follows:

If the national situation is one wheadl tenants benefit from lower rents based on lengt
tenancy (or there is no readily distinguishable group that benefite than another), a
renting households (other than t-hesateodl
should be coded in category 3 (prevailing rent) on the tenure variable, and length of
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collected as a separate item. If thereisaglearld i st i n-c é n t0 & this shaukd de
coded as category 4 on the tenure variable.

If the national situation is one where only some tenants (in -fizetdaccommodation, fc
instance) benefit from lower rents based on length of tenancy, theséstshauld be code
as category 4 on the tenure variable (reduced rent).

Length of tenancy refers to the length of time the household has been renti
accommodation. It is different from the length of the lease.

Accommodation provided rentfree: GAccommodation provided rerfteed applies only]
when there is no rent to be paid, such as when the accommodation comes with, iheigq
provided rentfree from a private source.

The situation when rent is recovered from housing benefit or other souraaseied in the
previous category.

Note Households who pay part rent and part mortgage for their accommodation sh
classified as 6ownersod i f they possess

1'f the accommodati on i ant @ratishiledd021 vilrtakevalied whaen thecgovernnienbwnerrof the
dwelling as well as when the government has rented the dwelling and they providdrageent
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HHO30: Number of rooms available to the household

Domain/Area Housing/ Dwellingtype, tenure status and housing conditions
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 17 9.9Number of rooms
10 10 or more rooms
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

Room: A roomis defined as a space of a housing unit of at least four square meters
normal bedrooms, dining rooms, living rooms and habitable cellars, attics, kitchens an
separated spaces used or intended for dwelling purposes with a high oveetiws ang
accessible from inside the unit.

Kitchens are only excluded if the space is usaty for cooking. A single room used ;
kitchencumdining room is included as one room in the count of rooms.

The following space of a housing unit does not cosna aoom: bathroom, toilet, corridc
utility room, lobby and veranda.

A room used solely for business use is excluded, but is included if shared between pri
business use.

If the dwelling is shared by more than one household and some rooms ract \shia other
households (within the same dwelling), the number of shared rooms should be divideq
number of households and the equal share should be added to each household. This
can consequently be coded with one decimal. In the casevefad households sharing
unigue room, the variable is coded to 1 (zero is difficulty interpretable).
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HHO31: Year of contract or purchasing or installation

Domain/Area Housing/ Dwelling type, tenure status and housing conditions
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current

Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values Year (four digits)
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing

-2 Not applicable (MS using objective national methods to
calculate imputed rent)

Description

The ideaistc ol | ect , through variable HHO031,
occupation of the dwelling. As an appr
contract or purchase or install atwsondo i

The year of signing the contract for tenants or subtenants paying rent at market pri
lower price than the market price. If the tenant/subtenant renews the contract unc
conditions, the variable refers to the renewal date.

The year ofpurchasing for the ownérslf a person bought the house after living there
tenant, the year of purchasing will be taken. If the person inherits the accommodat
guestion refers to the year of inheritance.

The year of installation is required ifésltaccommodation is provided rdnee or no year o
contract or purchasing can be given. If accommodation is provided free the infori
required refers to the year of installation of the person who has been living longer tf
others have; this pemsds the person who has the right of enjoying the accommodatig
free.

L A person is an owner if he/she possesses a title deed, regardless of whether the house is fully paid or not.
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HHO040: Leaking roof, damp walls/floors/foundation, or rot in
window frames or floor

Domain/Area Housing/ Dwelling type, tenure status and housing conditions
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes
2 No
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

Format of the question:

Do you have any of the following problems with your dwelling/accommodation?
A leaking roof

Damp walls/floors/foundation

Rot in window frames or floor

The aim of the question is to obtain an objective measure of the condition of the dw
whetherthe dwelling has a problem with a leaking roof and/or damp ceilings, damprtbes
walls, floors or foundation and/or rot in window frames and doors.
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HHO50: Ability to keep home adequately warm

Domain/Area

Housing/ Dwelling type, tenure status and housing conditions

Transmission type

Early and regular

Reference period

Current

Unit

Household

Mode of collection

Household respondent

Values 1 Yes
2 No
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

Format of the question:

Can your household afford to keep its home adequately warm?

This question is about affordability (ability tpay) to keep the home adequately wal
regardless of whether the household actually needs to keep it adequately warm.
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HHO60: Current rent related to occupied dwelling

Domain/Area Housing/ Housing cost
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current

Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1-99999999.99 Rent
Flags 1 Filled

-1 Missing

-2 Not applicable (HHO21 not equal to 3 or 4)

Description
The variable refers to thtetal monthlyrent that is currently paid on the main residence of
household.

The rent refers to the monthly amount paid for the use of an unfurnished dwelling. F
also include payments for the use of a garage to provide parking in connection w
dwelling.

Other payments which are made at the same time as the rent (such as for electricity
etc.), should be excluded. Regular repairs and maintenance and other services relat
dwelling should also be excluded.

Only rent related to the principaesidence is taken into account.

In cases where part of the rent may be paid through a housing benefit (either paid to th
or paid directly to the landlord), the rent paid refers to the total rent payable: that is
amount paid by the tenaftom his or her own income plus the amount paid by hou
benefit.

For example, if:

-The ownerequiresa r ent for the dwelling: 700 ua
-The household pays the owner (from the
- The housing allowances (paid directlytotheowstdr hr ough t he hous
then: HHO60 = 700 U (= 500 G0 + 2000u0)

The amount provided should be in the national currency.
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HHO61: Subjective rent[Subjective rent related to netenant
paying rent at market price]

Domain/Area Housing/ Housing cost
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current

Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1-99999999.99 Rent
Flags 1 Filled

-1 Missing

-2 Not applicable (HHO21 = 3) or (MS do not use subjective
method to calculate imputednt)

Description
Information is collected from ownerccupiers &s well as for th@eccommodation provide
rentfree or accommodation rented at a reduced rate) on what they estimate to be the
monthly market rent of their dwelling. The amourgfers to the value of the rental of
unfurnished dwelling; it also includes payments for the use of a garage to provide par
connection with the dwelling.

Payments such as for electricity, heating etc., should be excluded. Regular repg
maintenance and other services related to the dwelling should also be excluded.

The amount provideshouldbe in the national currency.
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water, gas and heatinp)

Domain/Area Housing/Housing cost
Transmission type | Regular

Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 0 - 9999999.99 Housing cost
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

The term housing cost refersimnthlycostsc onnect ed wi th the |
the accommodation. The costs of utilities (water, electricity, gas and heating) resultin
the actual use of the accommodation are also included.

Only housing costs that are actually paid are takeraictount.
Components that must be included in housing costs:

Owners. Mortgage interest paymenténet of any tax relief)gross of housing benefits (i.
housing benefits should not be deducted from the total housing swattural insurance
mandatory ervices and charggsewage removal, refuse removal, etiejular maintenanc
and repair§ taxes andthe cost of utilitiegwater, electricity, gas and heating).

Tenants(at market price): Rental paymentggross of housing benefits (i.e. housing beng
should not be deducted from the total housing castyctural insurancéif paid by the
tenants) services and chargésewage removal, refuse removal, etc.) (if paid by the tend
taxes on dwellingdif applicable),reqular maintenancand repairg and thecost of_utilities
(water, electricity, gas and heating).

Tenants(at reduced price) Rental paymenisgyross of housing benefits (i.e. housing beng
should not be deducted from the total housingf)catructural insurancéif paid by the
tenants) services and chargésewage removal, refuse removal, etc.) (if paid by the tené
taxes on dwellingif applicable),reqular maintenance amepairs and the cost of utilities
(water, electricity, gaand heating).

Rent free: gross of housing benefits (i.e. housing benefits should not be deducted fr
total housing costkstructural insurancéf paid by the renfree tenant)services and charge
(sewage removal, refuse removal, etc.) (if paidh®y rentfree tenant)taxes on dwellindif

applicable),reqular maintenance andpairs andthe cost of utilities(water, electricity, ga
and heating).

For example, in the case of tenants at reduced price, if:

HHO70: Total housing cosf Total housing cost (including electricity,

- The household has to pay forthe charfges| ect ri ci ty, water,
! Included only in case of mortga taken for the purpose of buying the main dwelling
Only the regular maintenance and repairs should be indhleuded.

dwelling are distinguished by two features: first, they are activitieshave to be undertaken regularly in order to maintain the dwelling in

good working order; second, they do not

change the dwellingbs
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-The owner requires a rent for the dwel
-The household pays the owner (from the
-The housing all owances are paid direct
then:

HHO60 = 7000 (= 500 U + 200 1)

HHO70 =10004(=500 G + 200 G4 + 3000u

The total housing cost (HHO70) should be greater than the current rent related to the g
dwelling (HHO060).

It is necessary to impute a value of housing cost items that are not incluthedrant but
which are paid, such as the cost of the utilities, sewage removal, structural insurance,
imputation may be possible using a cell average from an external source, such as HBS

It is necessary to spread over the 12 months of the tyweae expenses that are seasonal
example O6heatingd) or those for which
year.

See EUSILC DOC 105 (How to separate interest mortgage from capital)
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HHO71: Mortgage principal repayment [Monthly principal
repayment of mortgage]

Domain/Area Housing/ Housing cost
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1-99999999.99 Mortgage principal repayment (national
currency)
0 No mortgage principal repayment
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Not applicable iH021 not equal

Description
The term mortgage principal repayment (net of any tax relief) refensotethly payments
connected with the households' total housing cost.

The same definition applies for inclusion or not of the mortgage as for variable HHO7
repayments will be included only in the case of a mortgage taken for the purpgos@nof
the main dwellingMortgages for the main dwelling taken to obtain moloeyother purpose
should be excluded. Mortgages taken for the purpose of buying a second dwelling sho
be excluded.

Mortgage interest payments and other mortgage payments, such as mortgage p
insurance, should be excluded.

Only those amous that are actuallgaidhave to be taken into account.
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HHO081: Bath or shower in dwelling

Domain/Area Housing/ Amenities in dwelling
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes, for sole use of the household
2 Yes, shared
3 No
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

Format of the question:

Is there a shower unit or a bathtub in your dwelling?
This variable replaces, from the 2008 operation onwards, the variable Hid¢@86d in the
EU-SILC Regulatioh.

A shower unit or bathtub outside the dwelling are not to be considered in this item.
other hand, it is not required that the shower unit or the bath occupy a separate room.

! The Living Conditions Working Group agreed during its meeting in02@1suppress HHO80 and to keep only HH081 from the 2011
operation onwards
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HHO091.: Indoor flushing toilet for sole use of household

Domain/Area Housing/Amenities in dwelling
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes, for sole use of the household
2 Yes, shared
3 No
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

Format of the question:

Is there an indoor flushing toilet in your dwelling?

This variable replaces, from the 2008 operation onwards, the variable HH090 defineq
EU-SILC Regulatioh.

Flushing toilets outside the dwelling aret to be considered in this item. On the other h
flushing toilets in a room where is also a shower unit or a bath should be counted.

! The Living conditions Working Group agreed during its meeting in 2010 to suppress HH090 and to keep only HH091 from the 2011
operation onwards
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HSO011: Arrears on mortgage or rental paymentgWhether the
household has been in arrears on mortgage or rental payments i
past 12months]

1 the

Domain/Area Social exclusion / Housing and nbiousing related arrears
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Past 12 months
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes, once
2 Yes, twice or more
3 No
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Not applicable (outright owner or rent free during the last 1
months)
Description

Format of the question:

In the past twelve monthisas the household been in arrears, i.e. has been unable to p
time due to financial difficulties for:

(@) rent
(b) mortgage repayment
for the main dwelling?

This variable replaces, from the 2008 operation onwards, the variable HS010 define(
EU-SILC Regulation.

The variable records whether the household has been in arrears in the past 12 month
was unable to pay on time (as scheduled) the rent and/or the mortgage payment for {
dwelling.

If the household manages to pay throumgirrowing (from bank, relatives or friends) it
considered in the same way as if the household had managed to pay using its own res

Loans for decoration, maintenance, refurbishment etc are excluded.

However, cases of loans concerning major repairsther expenses in relation to the m
dwelling which cannot be separated from the loan that was used to purchase or to b
main dwelling,could be included in variable HS011. Under these circumstances, the fo
put on the risk for the houseld of losing its main dwelling (being evicted).

Any other type of housing loan (e.g. related to the second dwelling), which is not includ
the variable HS011, will be included in variable HS031.

! The Living conditions Working Gmup agreed during its 2010 meeting to suppress HS010 and to keep only HS011 starting from the 2011

operation
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HS021: Arrears on utility bills [Whether the householuhs been in
arrears on utility bills in past 12 months

Domain/Area Social exclusion/Housing and ntwousing related arrears
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Last 12 months
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes, once
2 Yes, twice or more
3 No
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Not applicable (no utility bills)

Description

Format of the questiornn the past twelve months, has the household been in arigarkas
been unable to pay the utility bil{eeating, electricity, gas, water, etc.) of the main dwel
on time due to financial difficulti@s

This variable has replaced the variable HS020 as defined in tk®/IEL) Regulation from
the 2008 operation onwards,.

The variable records whether the helusld has been in arrears in the past 12 months, th
unable to pay on time (as scheduled) utility bills (heating, electricity, gas, water, etc..)
main dwelling.

The question refers to financial difficulties, therefore, for example, if thesholt was unable tq
pay on time once/twice or more as result
HS021 = 3.

Telephone bills shouldot be considered as utility bills in this item. However sewage
rubbish bills are taken into accounttins item.

If the household manages to pay through borrowing (from bank, relatives or friends), it
considered the same as if the household had managed to pay through its own resourc

! The Living conditions Working Group agreed during its 2010 meeting to suppress HS020 and to keep only HS021 startingdidm the
operation
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HSO031: Arrears on hire purchase installments or other loan
payments[Whether the household has been in arrears on hire
purchase instalments or other loan payments (non housiiated
debts) in past 12 months

Domain/Area Social exclusion / Housing and nbiousing related arrears
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Last 12 months
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes, once
2 Yes, twice or more
3 No
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Not applicable (no hirpurchase instalments and no other o
payments)
Description

Format of the questionn the past twelve months, has the household been in arrears o
purchase instalments or other loan paymeids,has been unable to pay these on time dt
financial difficultie®

* Please note that mortgage instalments for main dwediggexcluded

This variable replaces the variable HS030 defined in th&EIC Regulation from the 2008
operation onwards.

The variable records whethtre household has ée in arrears in the past 12 months, tha|
unable to pay on time (as scheduled) repayments for hire purchase or otheusimgy loans

Other loansinclude all types of commercial credits, for instance for decoration, mainter]
refurbishment, creditards/ store cards, catalogue mail order, loans of any kind g
technical equipment (i.e. cars, motorcycles), housing equipment, education loans, I
(holiday packages plus tirghare holidays).

If the household manages to pay through borrowfngm bank, relatives or friends) it
considered in the same way as if the household manages to pay through own resource

For further information or required technical details, a bank overdraft and a negative [
at the "end of the month statemergfiould not, normally, enter in consideration wi
estimating the arrears status of the housebré@pt ifnot paying has direct consequence
the household situation (fine, disruption of service in case the household does not
minimum/full repaymat).

Mortgage instalments for the main dwelling are excluded.

! The Living conditions Working Group agreed during its 2010 meeting to suppress HS030 and to keep only HS031 startingdidm the
operation
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HS040: Capacity to afford paying for one week annual holiday
away from home

Domain/Area Social exclusion/Nomonetary household deprivation indicators
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes
2 No
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

Format of the questior€an your enitre household afford to go for a week's annual hol
away from homeancluding stays in a second dwelling or with friends/relatives?

This question focuses mainly on the affordability of some aspects of living standard
wording of the question refers to the affordability and toahet u a | meani n
ie.6t he househol d has regardless of whetler thechsusehabd wa
it. The answer is YES if, according to the household respondent, the whole househ
afford to go for a week 6K theahousahad canhity) lafford
holidays by using its soci all net wo rok éan dfférd sulesidised holide
(government schemesyr its second dwelling, the answer should¥eS. These cases a
included in this particular variable because it is not possibkpézify the amount that
required for a household to have a we
household makes use of its second dwelling for holidays or stays with friends, it coy

generate cost and also, the case of subsideedhdays i s in fact
part of the househol dbés i ncome. Cases
6shortage of timed are not included (tH

If at least one household member cannot afford to go faddys, the answer should bED
(e.g.in cases where parents can afford to send children to a summer camp but cannot
go for a holiday for themselves, or where a graypnson or daughter can afford a holiday
other household members cannot

Please note that in cases where the household contains elderly members or meml
health problems whdave the resources to affoed week's annual holiday but for oth
reasons they cannot go or follow the other members of the household, the answkbsl
YES.

60 Whol e h dogsnethmedthétGhe members of the household have to go on ho
all together and at the same time.

If the household finances its holidays through borrowing (from bank, relatives or friend
considered in the sameay as if the household manages to pay through its own resource

60ne weekd means seven days.

2017 Operation -189 -



\ Chapter 2: Description of EU-SILC Target variables Household Data (H-file) \

HSO050: Capacity to afford a meal with meat, chicken, fish (or
vegetarian equivalent) every second day

Domain/Area Social exclusion/Nommonetary householdeprivation indicators
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes
2 No
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

Format of the questionCan your household afford meal with meat, chicken, fish (g
vegetarian equivalent) every second 2lay

The variable records whether, according to the household respondent, the househ
afford a meal with meat, chicken or fish (or equivalent vegetarian) every secon
regardess if the household wants it.

If the household manages to pay through borrowing (from bank, relatives or friends) it i
considered in the same way as if the household manages to pay through its own resou
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HS060: Capacity to face unexpected financiaxpenses

Domain/Area Social exclusion/Nomonetary household deprivation indicators
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes
2 No
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

Format of the questior€Can your household afford an unexpected required expanseuft
to be filleg and pay through its own resources?

The variable records whether, according to the household respondent, the household
itself unexpected financial expenses.

60wn resourcesd means:

Your household does not ask for financial help from anybody;
Your account has to be debited within the required period;
Your situation regarding potential debts is not deteriorated.

You do not paythrough own resources you pay in instalments (or by taking a log
expenses that you previously used to pay in cash.

Required expensesA required expense could be different across countries but exampl
surgery, a funeral, major repairs in the $@ureplacement of durables like washing mach
car.

For the calculation of thamount that should be filledin the questionnaire, the nationat
risk-of-poverty threshold has to be used per single consumption unit, which means it h;
used independently of the size and structure of the household. A ratio of 1/12 of the
value is used in the questianire. This value can be rounded but the difference bety
calculated value and rounded value cannot exceed 5% (for example; a calculated valu
can be rounded to 140 but not to 150).

The calcul ation for -2ye-&Cdata.6 comes fr orn

For year 1 and 2, appropriate national data has to be used.

A general quideline for interviewers on overdraft and credit cards should be added.
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HS070:Do you have a telephone (including mobile phone)?

Domain/Area Social exclusion/Nomonetary householdeprivation indicators
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes
2 No1 cannot afford
3 Noi other reason
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

The informations to be collected on a voluntary basis otherwise is to be imputed.

Format of the question:

Does your household have a telephone (fixed landline or mobile)?
If you do not have a telephone:
(a) Would you like to have it but cannot afford it, or
(b) Do you not have one for other reasons e.g. you do not want or need it.

The variable records whether the household has a telephone (including mobile ph
whether the household does not have a telephone because it cannot afford it (enforoe
for other reasons. OEnforced | ackd i mpl
like to have, but cannot afford.

Possession of the item does not necessarily imply ownership: the item may be renteq
or provided on loan.

In the cas®f mobile telephones, the household should be considered to possess the ite
any member possesses it.
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HS080: Do you have a colour TV?

Domain/Area Social exclusion/Nomonetary household deprivation indicators
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes
2 No1 cannot afford
3 Noi other reason
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

The information is to be collected on a voluntary basis otherwise isitogoged.

Format of the question:

Does your household have a colour TV?
If you do not have a colour TV:
(a) Would you like to have it but cannot afford it, or
(b) Do you not have one for other reasons e.g. you do not want or need it.

The variable records whether the household has a colour TV or whether the househ
not have a colour TV because it cannot afford it (enforced lack) or for other re
OEnforced | acké implies that t he tohagenbut
cannot afford.

Possessing the item does not necessarily imply ownership: the item may be rented
provided on loarnor shared with other households (e.g.) a complex apartmeand not
necessarily ownedf the item is shared betwedmwuseholds, the answer is YES if there
adequate/easy access (i.e. household can use the durable whenever it wants)
otherwise.

In the case of a colour television, the household is considered to possess it if any mem
possesses it.
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HS090: Do you have a computer?

Domain/Area Social exclusion/Nomonetary household deprivation indicators
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes
2 No1 cannot afford
3 Noi otherreason
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

Format of the question:

Does your household have a computer?
If you do not have a computer:
(a) Would you like to have it but cannot afford it, or
(b) Do you not have one for other reasons e.g. you do not want or need it.

The variable records whether the household has a computer or whether the household
have a computer because it cannot afford it (enforced lack) or for othergeasond E 1
l ackdé implies that the item is somet hi
afford.

Possessing the item does not necessarily imply ownership: the item may be rented
provided on loarnor shared with other households (e.g.) a complex apartmeand not
necessarily ownedf the item is shared between households, the answer is YES if th
adequate/easy access (i.e. household can use the durable whenever it wants)
otherwise.

In the case of a computer, the houddhs considered to possess it if any member poss
it.

A computer includes a portable computer or a desktop computer, but does not
machines dedicated to video games that do not have any broader functionality.

If a computer is provided ONLY fovork purposes, this does not count as possessing the
item.
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HS100: Do you have a washing machine?

Domain/Area Social exclusion/Nomonetary household deprivation indicators
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes
2 No1 cannot afford
3 Noi other reason
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

The information is to be collected on a voluntary basis otherwise is to be imputed.

Format of the question:

Does the household havevashing machine
If you do not have a washing machine:
(a) Would you like to have it but cannot afford it, or
(b) Do you not have one for other reasons e.g. you do not want or need it.

The variable records whether theusehold has a washing machine or whether the hous
does not have a washing machine because it cannot afford it (enforced lack) or fd
reasons. O0Enforced |l ackdéd implies that
have, but cannaifford.

Possessing the item does not necessarily imply ownership: the item may be rented
provided on loan, or shared with other households in (e.g.) a complex apartment. If the
shared between households, the answer is YES if there isateles@sy access (i.e. househ
can use the durable whenever it wants) and NO otherwise.

In the case of a washing machine, the household is considered to possess it if any me
possesses it.

* An automatic washing machine or a wastigfer oranora ut 0 ma t-ti ich 8.t wi n
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HS110:Do you have a car?

Domain/Area Socialexclusion/Noamonetary household deprivation indicators
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes
2 No1 cannot afford
3 Noi other reason
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

Format of the question:

Does your household have a car/van for private use?
If you do not have a car/van:
(a) Would you like to have it but cannot afford it, or
(b) Do you not have one for other reasons e.g. you do not want or need it.

The variable records whether the household has a car or whether the household does
a car because it cannot afford cietd (leancfk
that the item is something that the household would like to have, but cannot afford.

Possessing the item does not necessarily imply ownership: the item may be rented
provided on loan, or shared with other households. If the igeshared between househol
the answer is YES if there is adequate/easy access (i.e. household can use theg
whenever it wants) and NO otherwise.

In the case of a car, the household is considered to possess it if any member possesse

A companycar or van which is available to the household for private use counts as pos
the item. A car or van provided ONLY for professional purposes, should not be consid
possessing the item.

Motorcycles are excluded.
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HDO080: Replacing wornout furniture

Domain/Area Material deprivation/Financial stress
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes
2 No - household cannot afford it
3 No - other reason
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

Proposed question: Could you tell me if your household replaces furniture (bed,
dresser, cupboard) when worn out or damaged?

The term "furniture" corresponds to the objects such as beds, desks, dressers, cup
sofaetc. kept in the dwelling to make it suitable or comfortable for living or working
Seconehand furniture can be taken into account.

This variable isdifferent from the ELS1 LC core HS060 ndACapa
financi al expenseso which aims to capt
the time scale, the focus is on the short téfiere the focus is on the capacity (in general)
replace furniture when needed (if they avern out,damaged, broken or out of use), not ¢
the intention to replace them during a specified reference peridee list of concerned
expenses is also different as this variable HDO80 only refers to furniture.
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HS120: Ability to make ends meet

Domain/Area Social exclusion/Nomonetary household deprivation indicators
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Current

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values With greatdifficulty
With difficulty

With some difficulty
Fairly easily

Easily

Very easily

Filled

-1 Missing

RO R~WDNEPRE

Flags

Description

Format of the question

A household may have different sources of income and more than one household men
contribute to it. Thinking of your household's total income, is your household able to
ends meet, namely, to pay for its usual necessary expenses?

The objectives t o0 assess the respondentsd fee
the household in making ends meet.

The respondent's assessment should be
be a reference in the national questionnairesedsas in the interviewers' guidelines that
i ncome sources are to be taken into a

household member may contribute to it
dropped if this question fodds ot her guestions on the
concept is clear to respondents.

Addi tionall vy, in the guidelines for in

income i.e. to income after the deduction of tax and social imsera

As Omaking ends meet 6 does not exi st i
necessary expenses and should be included both in the national questionnaires ar
guidelines for interviewers.

The usual necessary expenses of the hmldeshould include housing related costs
exclude business and farm work costs. This clarification is to be given in the intervi
guidelines.

In order to guarantee the maximum comparabiligmber Stateshoulduse the same scale
proposed in the gen order.
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HS130: Lowest monthly income to make ends meet

Domain/Area Social exclusion/Nomonetary household deprivation indicators
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1- 999999.99 Lowest income
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

Format of the questiorn your opinion, what is the very lowest net monthly income that
household would have to have in order to make ends meet, that is to pay its usual n¢
expenses?

Please answer in relation to the present circumstances of your household, and wik
consider to be usual necessary expenses (to make ends meet).

The objective is that the respondent provides their own assessed indication of the lo
monhly income (in national currency) th
and that should be clearly indicated/specified both in the national questionnaires an
related interviewers' guidelines.

This question is to be included in the qimwtaire after questions corresponding to varia
HS140, HS150 and HS120.

Both aspects of present composition and usual necessary expenses of the household
clearly indicated/specified in the national questionnaires and in the intervieweiirgesdel

The answer of the respondent to this
monthly income. In the guidelines for interviewers a definition of net income should be
6netd income referring to ii@oswaree aft er

The usual necessary expenses of the household should include helstied) costs bu
exclude business and farm work costs.
guidelines.
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HS140: Financial burden of the total housing codfTotal housing
cost is a financial burden to the household]

Domain/Area Social exclusion/Nomonetary household deprivation indicators
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 A heavy burden
2 A slight burden
3 Not a burden at all
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Missing (no housing costs)

Description

Format of the questionPlease consider your total housing costeluding mortgage
repayment (instalment and interest) or rent, insurance and service charges (sewage r
refuse removal, regular maintenance, repairs and other charges). To what extent ar
costs a financial burden to you?

Please note: Only acéll paid housing costs have to be taken into account
Would you say they are:

a) A heavy burden;

b) A slight burden;

¢) No burden at all.

The objective is to assess the respond
a financial burden tahe household. That should be clearly indicated/specified both i
national questionnaires and in the related interviewers' guidelines.

Total mortgage repayments including instalments and interest are to be taken into acc
owners and actual rerfor renters. In addition, service charges (sewage removal, r
removal, regular maintenance, repairs and other charges) are to be considered.

Only those housing costs that are actually paid have to be taken into account, i.e. the
should cover Wwat the household should actually pay and should not take into accou
accumulation of arrears over past periods.

With regards the definition of Housing costs, please refer to explanations given for v
HHO70.
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HS150: Financial burden of the repayment of debts from hire
purchases or loangRepayment of debts from hire purchases or lgans
other than mortgage or loan connected with the house are a financial
burden to the household]

Domain/Area Social exclusion/Nommonetary household deprivation indicators
Transmission type | Early and regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Repayment is a heavy burden
2 Repayment is somewhat a burden
3 Repayment is notlburden at all
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
-2 Missing (no repayment of debts)

Description
Format of the questiorDo you or anyone in your household have to repay debts fron
credit card, hire purchase or other loans (that is, excluding mortgage repayments o
loans connected with the purchase of main dwelling)?

If yes, to what extent is the repayment of daahs a financial burden for your household?
Would you say it is:

a) A heavy burden;

b) Somewhat a burden;

c) Not a burden at all

The objective is to assess the respond
non-housing related debtseama financial burden to the household. That should be cl
indicated/specified both in the national questionnaires and in the related interv
guidelines.

'‘Non-housing related debts' include any loans for consumer items or services (car, |
furniture, durable etc.) and credit card debt.

Mortgage repayments or loans connected with the purchase of the main dwelli
excluded.

'Do you or anyone in your household' should be explicitly mentioned in the questionna
the interviogywtes.sd6 expl ana
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HS160: Problems with the dwelling: too dark, not enough light

Domain/Area Social exclusion/Physical and social environment
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes
2 No
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

Format of the questionis your dwelling too dark, meaning is there not enough-lgng
coming through the windows?

The objective i to assess whet haordarkt ot
enoughday i ght 6 t o e a problem for the ho
what a O6problembé refers thetheatheehousemgldl faels th

there is a problem with most of the rooms being too darkn@ogssarilyall of the rooms)

» T n

|t is recommended to consider th+4i dWwedht
situation of a sunny day, which medhat artificial lighting is not to be taken into accaunt
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HS170:Noise from neighbours or from the stree{Noise from

neighbours or noise from the street (traffic, business, factories, et
Domain/Area Social exclusion / Physical and social environment
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Househdd
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes
2 No
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

Format of the questioo you have any of the following problems related to the place W
you live: too much noise in your dwelling fraraighbours or from outside (traffic, busine
factory, etc.)?

The objective is to assess whether t h
outsided6 to be a problem for the house
problem). Nocommon standards as to what constitutes a problem are defined.

A reference to the dwelling should be clearly indicated both in the national questionnai
in the national interviewer guidelines.

Both aspects of noise from neighbours and outside abe tcovered and specified in t
guestion as well as in the interviewers' guidelines.

In relation to the 'noise from neighbours’, no details are to be included in the question i
the interviewers' guidelines, noise from neighbours could be dedcabenoise fromn
neighbouring apartments, staircase or water pipe.

Reference is to be made to O6noise from
‘Noise from outside' should be made explicit in the question;

In the national questionnaires, traffic, messes, factories, etc. should be specifieg
brackets;

In the interviewers' guidelines, 'noise from outside' should be described as noise lif
traffic (street or road, plane, railway), linked to business, factories, agricultural acti
clubs and yard.

This question should be included as an item undgérgie guestion
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HS180:Pollution, grime or other environment problems
[ Pollution, grime or other environmental problems in area caused
traffic or industry]

Domain/Area Socialexclusion/Physical and social environment
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes
2 No
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

Format of the questioo you have angf the following problems related to the place wh
you live: pollution, grime or other environmental problems in the local area such as: s
dust, unpleasant smells or polluted water?

The objective is to assess whegthee, tlk
problem for the household (not the fact of whether they are bothered by the proble
common standards as to what constitutes a problem are defined.

A reference to the area (place situated close to the place where you live) lshalddarly
indicated both in the national questionnaires and in the national interviewers' guidelines

Examples: A detailed list of examples (road dust, exhaust gases of vehicles; smoke,
unpleasant smells from factories; unpleasant smellwastes or sewerage; polluted wa
from water pipe as well as polluted river) is proposed for inclusion only in the intervig
guidelines, not in national questionnaires.

An explicit reference to the specific problem caused by traffic or industry te et includeg
in the national questionnaires, but is to be included in the interviewers' guidelines.

This question should be included as an item ung@rgle guestion
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HS190:Crime, violence or vandalism in the area

Domain/Area Socialexclusion/Physical and social environment
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Current
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent
Values 1 Yes
2 No
Flags 1 Filled
-1 Missing
Description

Format of the questioo you have angf the following problems related to the place wh
you live: crime, violence and vandalism in the local area?

The objective is to assess whether the
problem for the household (not the fact of wieetthey are bothered by the problem).
common standards as to what constitutes a problem are defined.

A reference to the area (situated close to the place where you live) should be clearly i
both in the national questionnaires and in the nattioterviewers' guidelines.

A clear definition is to be provided for defining '‘Crime": Translation of the word ‘crime’
be carefully checked as it has a different meaning in different languages.

A clear footnote wild/l b&imepis to bei ddfieedl asfaodevid
behaviour that violates prevailing norms, specifically, cultural standards prescribing
humans ought to behave normally. A legalistic approach is not to be used (this is not
as any blameworthy act or oversigianned by law and penalised by the State).

Examples are only to be given in the interviewers' guidelines and can include thefts,
activities.

This question should be included as an item undgérgie guestion

2017 Operation - 205 -



\ Chapter 2: Description of EU-SILC Target variables Household Data (H-file) \

HY010: Total household gross incorma

Domain/Area Income/Total household income (gross and disposable)

Transmission type | Regular

Reference period | Income reference period

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Constructed

Values -9999999.99- 9999999.99Income (national currency) without
inflation factor

Flags Seechaptedo | ncome f |l agsao

Description

Difference with the EU-SILC Regulations: Pensions received from individual private pla
(other than those covered under ESSPROS) (PY080G)/(PY0O80N) are treated as a co
of property income, and should be included in the total household gross income (HYO01

Inclusion of PY080 in HY01Ghould be implemented by countries from the 2011 oper
onwards.

Total gross household income (HY010) is computed as:

The sum for all household members of gross personal income components
Gross employee cash or near cash income (PY010G),

Company car (P§21G),

Gross cash benefits or losses from-satiployment (including royalties) (PY050G),

Pensions received from individual private plans (other than those covered under ESSP
(PY080G),

Unemployment benefits (PY090G),

Old-age benefits (PY100G),

Survivor benefits (PY110G),

Sickness benefits (PY120G),

Disability benefits (PY130G),

Educationrelated allowances (PY140G);

Plus gross income components at household level
imputed-reat(HY030%

Income from rental of a property or land (HY040G),
Family/childrenrelated allowances (HY050G),
Social exclusion not elsewhere classified (HY060G),
Housing allowances (HY070G),

Regular intethousehold cash transfers received (HY080G),

! This follows a recommendationofm the TF on methodological issues. The Indicator Sub Group (ISG) agreed in 2010 to include PY080 in
the income definition and consequently in the computation of OMC indicators.
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Interests, dividends, profit from capital investments in unincorporated business (HY090
Income received by people aged under 16 (HY110G));
That means:

HY010 = HY040G + HY050G + HY060G + HY070G + HY080G + HY090G + HY110(
[for all household members](PY010G + PY021G + PY050G + PY080G + PYO09(
PY100G + PY110G + PY120G + PY130G + PY140G).

Note The new income components are mandatory from the 2007 operation onwards,
normonetary income components, as well g
insurance contributions, with the exception of the company car and the nzensaeived
from individual private plans (other than those covered under ESSPROS), are not incl
the computation of the aggregatencome variables and in the computation of the
indicators (OMC indicators) until a final decision of the ISG conicey the inclusion of thes
components has been taken. However, these components have to be recorded at c
level in their respective codes, i.e. PY020G, PY030G, HY170G, HY030G, HY100G.
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HY020: Total disposable household income

HYO022: Total dispasable household income before social transfers
otherthanolddage and survivoroés benefit s

HY023: Total disposable household income before social transfers
includingold-age and survivoro6s beneffits

Domain/Area Income/Total household income (gross and digpie)

Transmission type | Regular

Reference period | Income reference period

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Constructed

Values -9999999.99- 9999999.99Income (national currency) without
inflation factor

Flags Seechaptedo | ncome f |l agsao

Description

Difference with the EU-SILC Regulations: Pensions received from individual private pla
(other than those covered under ESSPRESP80G)/(PY0O80N) are treated as a compor
of property income, and should be included in the total disposable household i
(HY020)".

Inclusion of PY080 in HY020, HY022 and HY023 should be implemented by countries
the 2011 operation onwards.

Total disposable household income (HY02@gan be computed as:

The sum for all household members of gross personal income components
Gross employee cash or near cash income (PY010G),

Company car (PY021G),

Gross cash benefits or losses from-setiploymentifcluding royalties) (PY050G),

Pensions received from individual private plans (other than those covered under ESSP,
(PY080G),

Unemployment benefits (PY090G),

Old-age benefits (PY100G),

Survivor' benefits (PY110G),

Sickness benefits (PY120G),

Disability benefits (PY130G),

Educationrelated allowances (PY140G);

Plus gross income components at household level

Income from rental of a property or land (HY040G),

! This follows a recommendation from the TF on methodological issues. ThatodSub Group (ISG) agreed in 2010 to include PY080 in
the income definition and consequently in the computation of OMC indicators.
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Family/children related allowances (HY050G),

Social exclusion not elsewhere classified (HY060G),

Housing allowances (HY070G),

Regular intethousehold cash transfers received (HY080G),

Interests, dividends, profit from capital investments in unincorporated business (HY090
Income received by people aged under 16 (HY110G));

Minus

Regular taxes owealth (HY120G),

Regular intethousehold cash transfer paid (HY130G),

Tax on income and social insurance contributions (HY140G).

The variable HY140G includes the income taxes paid during the income reference per
tax adjustmentsepayment/receipt oceived or paid during the income reference period
the social insurance contributions paid during the income reference period.

That means: HY020 = HYOIOHY120GT HY130GT HY140G.

Total disposable household income before social transfers except@ild e and s U
benefits (HY022)is defined as:

The total disposable income (HY020);

Minus total transfers

Plus old age benefits (PY100G) and survivor' benefits (PY110G).
Or as:

The total disposable income (HY020);

Minus:

Unemployment benefits (PY090G),

Sickness benefits (PY120G),

Disability benefits (PY130G),

Educationrelated allowances (PY140G);
Family/children related allowances (HY050G),
Social exclusion not classified elsewhere (HY060G),
Housing allowances (HY070G).

That means:

HY022 = HY040G + HY08G + HY090G + HY110G HY120Gi HY130Gi HY140G +
[for all household members](PY010G + PY021G + PY050G + PYO080G + PY10(
PY110G)

Total disposable household income before social transfers including eédje and
survivor o beisdefinedas (HYO23)
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Thetotal disposable income (HY020);

Minus total transfers:

Unemployment benefits (PY090G),

Old-age benefits (PY100G),

Survivor' benefits (PY110G),

Sickness benefits (PY120G),

Disability benefits (PY130G),
Educationrelated allowances (PY140G);
Family/children related allowances (HY050G),
Social exclusion not elsewhere classified (HY060G),
Housing allowances (HY070G).

That means:

HY023 = HY040G + HY080G + HY090G + HY110GHY120Gi HY130Gi HY140G +
[for all household members](PY010G + PY021G + PY050G + PY(80G

Note: The new income components are mandatory from 2007 operation onwards, i.e.-t
monetary income components, as well as interest paid on mortgage and employer
insurance contributions, with the exception of the company car and the peresiengd
from individual private plans (other than those covered under ESSPROS), are not incl
the computation of the aggregatencome variables and in the computation of the
indicators (OMC indicators) until a final decision of the ISG conceritire inclusion of thes
components has been taken. However, these components have to be recorded at c
level in their respective codes, i.e. PY020G, PY030G, HY170G, HY030G, HY100G.
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HYO030G/HYO30N: Imputed rent

Domain/Area Income/Gross incomeomponents at household level
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Income reference period

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Estimated

Values 1-99999999.99 Income (national currency)
0 No income

Flags 0 No income
1 Income (variable iflled)

-1 Missing (As missing values are imputed, this code is only
acceptable if imputation is not possible)

-5 (only for netvaluesNot f il |l ed: wvari ah
is filled

Description
The imputed rent refers to the value that shalhigguted for all households that do not rep
themselves as paying full rent, either because they are -@egnoepiers or they live ii
accommodation rented at a lower price than the market price, or because the accomr
is provided renfree.

The impued rent shall be estimated only for those dwellings (and any associated bu
such a garage) that are used as a main residence by the households.

The value to impute shall be the equivalent market rent that shall be paid for a
dwelling as thabccupied, less any rent actually paid (in the case where the accommod
rented at a lower price than the market price), less any minor repair or refurbis
expenditure which the owneccupier households make on the property of the type
would normally be carried out by landlords. Costs for heating, water electricity, et
excluded. Repair leading to improvements or fixing major problems of the dwelling an
excluded.

Depreciation (consumption of fixed capital) shall not be takendaotount because it is like
to be offset or superseded by variation of the market value of the dwelling. These lattern
covered in EUSILC.

The market rent is the rent due for the right to use an unfurnished dwelling on the
market, excludingcharges for heating, water, electricity, etc. By extension, private m
also includes the market that is regulated by government regulations.

Several methods for estimatingg r oimpmitéd rent are available:
The regression/stratification method béea actual rents;

The user cost method based on the estimation of cost incurred for homeowner;
foregoing the opportunity to invest in financial assets from which real income flow
created in the form of income from interest and dividends;

The sé-assessment method;

The administrative assessment method, generally for fiscal purposes;

1. . . . .
i.e. before deduction of owner cost for maintenance and minor repairs
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For the sake of comparability among countries, a regression/stratification method sh
applied, except for duly justified cases, in particular when the pnieatal market represen
less than 10% of the market or when the regression method is statistically unreliable.-T|
assessed value used as direct estimate of the market price value of the dwelling
acceptable. The method used for fiscal purp@sast usually adapted.

The use of the regression method requires further development in order to ens
minimum comparability with ELSILC recommended method, in particular the determing
of capital to be taken into account when the owner hasraue.

The regression/stratification method is based on the estimation of market rent
appropriate econometric model/stratification criteria, which makes use of the available

the private market rent. The source can be theSHIWT subsample 6full rent tenants or an
other reliable external source.

Variables to be taken into account are likely to be cotspecific, although some variabl
like localisation and urbanisation, size of dwelling (in square meter and in number of r
amenites ( bat hroom, balcony, garden, é) ar

The estimated model should seek to predict the average market rent taking into acc
physical characteristics of the dwelling but not the market rent of a new contract for
dwelling. Therefore, the age of the contract does not seem to be an interesting pred
such a model. The quality of the model will be evaluated in light of its ability to fit the &
distribution of the market rent of a similar dwelling. The aééhe subjective rent as a late
of a hidden variable is not excluded a priori. In this case, the model would appear as
for correcting the subjective rent.

If there is a strong deviation between the rental market sample and the-cmeupred
sample, it is likely that the Heckmann correction should be tested for reducing selection

Different models used by countries will be made available on circa for information.

Difference with the EU-SILC Regulations. Accommodation provided for free ot a
reduced rent by the employer to the employees as the main residence of the househol
be included in the nenash employee income (PY020), and consequently not included
the variable imputed rent (HY030). When an employee occupies an eampieyed dwelling
for free or at a reduced cost, the corresponding part of the imputed rent that is not pai
employee should be recorded in employment income in kind (PY020) and not take
account as part of the imputed rent (HY030).

On theother hand, cash subsidies received from the employer for dwelling costs shq
counted as employment income (PY010).

The housing subsidies received from the government or from g@nodib institution should
not be deducted from the imputed rent. Thesksidies should be accounted for in hous
allowances (HY070).

Housing subsidies and reduced rent based on an employment contract should not
with computation of imputed rent.
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HY040G/HY040N: Income from rental of a property or land

HYO90G/HYO90N: Interest, dividends, profit from capital
investments in unincorporated business

Domain/Area Income/Gross income components at household level
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Income reference period
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent or register
Values 1-99999999.99 Income (national currency)
0 No income
Flags See c HNCOMERLAGED
Description

Gross means that neither taxes nor social contributions have been deducted at source

Property income: Property income is defined as the income received, less exp
occurring during the income reference period by the owner of a finarssiet ar a tangibl
nonproduced asset (land) in return for providing funds to, or putting the tangible
produced asset at the disposal of, another institutional unit.

The property income is broken down into:
Interest, dividends, profits from capitalvestment in an unincorporated business (HY090)
Income from rental of a property or land (HY040);

Pensions received from individual private plans (other than those covered under ESS
(PY080).

Interest, dividends, profits from capital investment in an unincorporated business
(HY090G): Interest (not included in the profit/loss of an unincorporated enterp
dividends, profits from capital investment in an unincorporated business refer to the i
of interest from assets such as bank accountsficateés of deposit, bonds, etc, dividends i
profits from capital investment in an unincorporated business, in which the person d
work, received during the income reference period (less expenses incurred).

RecommendationThe respondents should nmly be given the opportunity to provide t
exact amount, but also the option to choose from among a range of-values

Income from rental of a property or land (HY040G): Income from rental of a property
land refers to the income received, during theome reference period, from renting
property (for example renting a dwellinghot included in the profit/loss of unincorporat
enterprises receipts from boarders or lodgers, or rent from land) after deducting costs ¢
mortgage interest repaymis, minor repairs, maintenance, insurance and other charges.

The net income series corresponds to the gross income components but the tax at sou
social insurance contributions or both are deducted.

Difference with EU-SILC Regulations. Contributbns to individual pension plar
(PY0O35G)/ (PYO35N) should not be deduct

! The aim is to improve the data collection (gitkat pilot surveys showed the difficulty to collect interest from accounts).
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Pensions received from individual private plans (other than those covered under ESS
(PY080G) are treated as a component of propeitgme, and should be included in t
househol dds tot al gr oss Il ncome (HYO10
(HY020).
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HYO50G/HYO50N: Family/Children-related allowances
HY060G/HYO60N: Social exclusion not elsewhere classified

HYO070G/HYO70N: Housing allowances

Domain/Area Income/Gross income components at household level
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Income reference period
Unit Household
Mode of collection | Household respondent or register
Values 1-99999999.99 Income(national currency)
0 No income
Flags See c HNCOMERLAGED
Description

Social benefits:Social benefitsare defined as current transfers received during the in
reference periddby households intended to relieve them from the financial burden
number of risks or needs, made through collectreejanised schemes, or outside s
schemes by government units and NPISHs.

It includes the value of any social contributions andimedax payable on the benefits by {
beneficiary to social insurance schemes or to tax authorities.

In order to be included as a social benefit, the transfer must meet one of two criteria:
Coverage is compulsory (under law, regulation or a collettargaining agreement) for tt
group in question;

It is based on the principle of social solidarity (i.e. if it is an insurdased pension, th
premium and entitlements are not pr opoc
people protected).

The Social benefits collected at the household level are the following:
Family/children related allowance (HY050G)/ (HYO50N)

Housing allowances (HY070G)/ (HYO70N)

Social exclusion not elsewhere classified (HY060G)/ (HYOG60N)
Social benefits exclude:

Benefits paid from schemes into which the recipient has made voluntary payments
independently of his/ her employer or g
individual private plans (other than ¢t}

Family/children related allowance (HYO050G): The Family/children Function refers

! The social benefits included in ESILC, with the exception of housing benefits, are restricted to cash benefits.

2 |n order to get a closer measure of the Meihg of the household, the lurspm benefits received during the income reference period shall
be treated according to Eurostat technical recommendations. In the same wagutspeceived before the incomederence period
could be taken into account and imputed according to Eurostat recommendations.
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benefits that:
Provide financial support to households for bringing up chifgren

Provide financial assistance to people who support relatives other than children

It includes:

Income naintenance benefit in the event of childbirth: flate or earningselated payment
intended to compensate the parent for loss of earnings due to absence from
connection with childbirth for the period before and/or after confinement or in caym
with adoption;

Birth grant: benefits normally paid as a lump sum or by instalments in the case of child
adoption;

Parental leave benefit: benefit paid to either mother or father in the case of interrup
work or reduction of working timeniorder to bring up a child, normally of a young age;

Family or child allowance: periodical payments to a member of a household with dep
children to assist with the costs of raising children;

Alimonies or supports paid by government (central or Jogahe spouse for some reas
does not pay the alimony/child support. The amount paid by the government should
recorded in variables HY080 and HY081,

Other cash benefits: benefits paid independently of family allowances to support hou
and relp them meet specific costs, such as costs arising from the specific needs of lon
families or families with handicapped children. These benefits may be paid periodicall
a lumpsum.

It excludes:

Payments made by employers to an employdeinof wages and salaries through a so
insurance scheme when unable to work through maternity leave where such paymen
be separately and clearly identified as social benefits (These payments are include
6gross employeencambbéo(P¥MeaoGyrpapsh

Additional payments made by employers to an employee to supplement the maternit
pay entitlement from a social insurance scheme, where such payments cannot be s
and clearly identified as social benefits (These paymentsare | uded under
cash or near cash incomed (PYO0D10G)) .

Housing allowances (HY070G):The Housing Function refers to interventions by pu
authorities to help households meet the cost of housing. An essential criterion for defin
scopeof a Housing allowance is the existence of a qualifying mé&sstdor the benefit.

It includes:

Rent benefit: a current meatested transfer granted by a public authority to teng
temporarily or on a longerm basis, to help with rent costs.

! The benefits received with the salary for bringing up children are included under HY050.
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Benefitto owneroccupiers: a meartested transfer by a public authority to owoecupiers
to alleviate their current housing costs: in practice often help with paying mortgages
interest.

It excludes:
Social housing policy organised through the fiscalesyg(that is, tax benefits).

All capital transfers (in particular investment grants).

Social exclusion not elsewhere classified (HY060G3. 0 c i a | benefits
exclusion not el sewhere <cl| as s ihbgeatdsk ofsoeid
exclusioné. Gener al as this is, target

people, migrants, refugees, drug addicts, alcoholics, victims of criminal violence.
It includes:

Income support: periodic payments to peopligh insufficient resources. Conditions f
entittement may be related not only to personal resources but also to nationality, reg
age, availability for work and family status. The benefits may have a limited or an unl
duration; they may begid to the individual or to the family, and provided by central or |
government;

Other cash benefits: support for destitute and vulnerable persons to help alleviate po
assist in difficult situations. These benefits may be paid by privatg@dih organisations.

It excludes:

Pensions for persons who participated in the National Resistance. These pensions s
classified under 6ol d age functiondé. A
must be ove80.

The net income serieorresponds to the gross income components but the tax at sou
the social insurance contributions or both are deducted.
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HY051G: Family/Children -related allowances (Contributory and
meanstested)

HY061G: Social exclusion not elsewhere classifi¢@ontributory
and meanstested)

HYO071G: Housing allowances (Contributory and meandested)

Domain/Area Income/Gross income components at household level
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Income reference period

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Household respondent or register

Values 1-99999999.99 Income (national currency)
0 No income

Flags 2 : filled with mixed components

1 : filled with only contributory and meaitested components
0: No income

-1 : missing

-2 : N/A Thisscheme doesn't exist at national level

-7: N/A HB010l last year

Description
Seethe detailed description of variables HY050, HY060 and HY070.

The "Contributory” and "Meantested" definitions are the same as applied in ESSPR@S
further details, see ESSPROS mahual

Contributory schemes are social protection schemes that require the payment of contributions, by the pr
persons or by other parties on their behalf, in order to secure individual entittiement to benetitsutooy
schemes are sometimes referred to as social insurance schemes. By conventicauatim@mmous schemes
that employers run in favour of their employees, former employees and their dependants are classified &
contributory schemes.

Meanstestedsocial benefits are social benefits which are explicitly or implicitly conditional on the benefici
income and/or wealth falling below a specified level.

If flag 2 is used, please fill in comments in the associated metadata file

! ESSPROS manual can be found at:
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/product_details/publication?p_product dedetk814
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HY052G: Family/Children -related allowances (Contributory and
non meanstested)

HY062G: Social exclusion not elsewhere classified (Contributory
and non meanstested)

HY072G: Housing allowancegContributory and non means
tested)

Domain/Area Income/Gross income corapents at household level
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Income reference period

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Household respondent or register

Values 1-9999999.99 Income (national currency)
0 No income

Flags 2 : filled with mixed components

1 : filled with only contributory and non meatested components
0: No income

-1 : missing

-2 . N/A This scheme doesn't exist at national level

-7: N/A HBO10l last year

Description
Seethe detailed description of variables HY050, HY060 and HY070.

The "Contributory" and "non meatissted” definitions are the same as applied
"ESSPROS".

Contributory schemes are social protection schemes that require the payment of contributionsdbgdteel
persons or by other parties on their behalf, in order to secure individual entitlement to benefits.

Contributory schemes are sometimes referred to as social insurance schemes. By conventien, all non
autonomous schemes that employers run in fagbtireir employees, former employees and their dependan
are classified as contributory schemes

Non Meangested social benefits are social benefits which are NOT explicitly or implicitly conditional on t
beneficiary's income and/or wealth falling tela specified level.

If flag 2 is used, please fill in comments in the associated metadata file
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HY053G: Family/Children -related allowanceqNon-contributory
and meanstested)

(HY063G: Social exclusion not elsewhere classified (Noen
contributory and meanstested)

HY073G: Housing allowances (Norcontributory and means
tested)

Domain/Area Income/Gross income components at household level
Transmission type | Regular
Reference period | Income reference period

Unit Household

Mode of collection | Householdespondent or register

Values 1-99999999.99 Income (national currency)
0 No income

Flags 2: filled with mixed components

1 : filled with only 'Nornrcontributory and meangested” components
0: No income

-1 : missing

-2 : N/A This scheme doese#ist at national level

-7: N/A HBO10l last year

Description
Seethe detailed description of variables HY050, HY060 and HY070.

The "Noncontributory” and "meantested" definitions are the same as applied
ESSPROSS.

Nonrcontributory schemes asacial protection schemes in which eligibility to benefits is not conditional on
payment of contributions by the protected persons or by other parties on their behalf.

Meanstested social benefits are social benefits which are explicitly or implégtigitional on the beneficiary's
income and/or wealth falling below a specified level.

If flag 2 is used, please fill in comments in the associated metadata file
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