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Significantly wetter-than-usual 
conditions in most of the Iberian 
peninsula, and from Benelux, across 
North European Plain to the 
Carpathians.

Drier-than-usual conditions in parts 
of Mediterranean Spain and France, 
Sicily and the Adriatic coast of Italy, 
southern Greece, and in eastern 
Romania and Bulgaria.
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Warmer-than-usual conditions in 

parts of Spain, central Europe, the 

Balkan Peninsula, and the Black 

Sea region.

Colder-than-usual conditions in 

the Scandinavian Peninsula and 

the Baltic Sea region.
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Crop hardening = winter cereals building 
resistance to freezing conditions, for the winter 
dormancy period.

• Since mid-January, warmer-than-usual 
conditions leading to crop dehardening (except
Scandinavia).

→ So, no frost damage expected for period.

→ temperature swings draining crop resources, 
implications for yields to be seen in coming 
months.

→ To monitor: cold spells over coming weeks.

2. Winter hardening and frost kill 



2. Hardening Comparison to January

Almost or fully hardened: Scandinavia, Baltics, NE-PL, CZ,SK

Advanced hardening area significantly decreased: NE-DE, C-PL, CZ, SK

Slightly or partial hardening: NE-FR, most DE, AT, N-HU, N-RO

De-hardened: ES, most FR, IT, S-HU, S-RO, BG, EL

Jan Feb



• Excess rainfall – water saturated 

fields in Benelux, N-W DE, DK, and 

S-E SE.

• Rain deficit – negative effect on 

winter crops in coastal ES, S-E RO 

and N-E BG. Drought in Sicily 

continues.

• High temperatures – dehardening 

crop vulnerability in S-E DE, AT, CZ, 

SI, HR, HU, RO and BG.

3. Areas of concern



Thank you
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