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Discussion Paper 

Subject: 	Updating the Key Concepts Document on the period of reproduction and prenuptial migration of huntable species in the EU
As informed by the Commission services’ letters of 28 March 2018 to the Member States and to key stakeholders, the update of the Key concepts of Article 7(4) of Directive 2009/147/EC (Key Concept Document - KCD) on the period of reproduction and prenuptial migration of huntable bird species has started, as foreseen under Action 1 of the Action Plan for nature, people and the economy.  
The goal of the update is to reflect the most recent information on the reproduction and prenuptial migration periods and to ensure consistency across the EU. The Commission services would like to draw the attention of the Member States on the following aspects of the on-going work (a presentation will be made during the meeting): 
A. Data collection process and reporting by Member States:
Requested data from Member States. The key information required concerns the periods of prenuptial migration and reproduction presented in decades (i.e. dates 1-10, 11-20, 21-31 of each calendar month). As in previous KCD updates, some supporting information will be requested, such as the status of the species in a country (resident, migratory or wintering, or any combination), criteria used for determining the start of the reproduction period, criteria used and difficulties in identifying the beginning of the prenuptial migration period and references. Additional information regarding the start and the end of two periods for each species can be also reported, where needed.   
General principles in data gathering listed on pages 7-8 of the Key Concepts Document dated August 2014 are still valid. 
(http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/wildbirds/hunting/key_concepts_en.htm ) 

Importance of references. Special efforts should be paid to record traceable references on reported periods of migration and reproduction to increase transparency and enable evaluation of quality of information on which the determination of periods has been based. When a reference is used, it should only refer to scientific a papers or study. 
Data collection mechanism. Member States are expected to set up transparent mechanisms to gather the needed data at national level involving both scientific experts and stakeholders in this process.
Information sources. The data provided should be based on the most up-to-date scientific information. For the KCD update, data from on-line portals (citizen science and ringing data) will be also used as an additional source of information aimed to increase the consistency of data across Member States. 
The Commission services are currently exploring possibilities to cooperate with the EuroBirds Portal (EBP) Project (http://eurobirdportal.org/ebp/en/) for the preparation of guidelines for Member States on how to use the existing information on the EuroBird Portal viewer to help determine the start and end of the spring migration period. Guidance will also be provided on how to use the existing information available on national/regional online portals. In addition, the guidelines will also address to use of EURING data to help interpret EBP data when necessary.  
Criteria used to identify the beginning and the end of the period of reproduction (Chapter 3 of the KCD of August 2014). Changes are not proposed unless there will be an obvious need identified. 
Species coverage. Member States are expected to submit data for all huntable species listed in the Annex II of the Birds Directive occurring in their territory (and not only those which may be hunted in their territory under national legislation), in order to facilitate the processing of data and ensure their consistency. The checklist for birds developed for the reporting under Article 12 (2013-2018 exercise) will be used as a reference (http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/help/birds_art12). 
Country coverage. Geographical reporting units have been Member States’ territories, so far. However for the current update, large Member States will have the possibility to establish a maximum of three geographical reporting units within their territory, provided that scientific references can support such approach and that they have enough data to produce complete reports for all parts. 
Report preparation. Member States will receive a blank (unfilled) Access database to record requested data, accompanied with instructions. The database will be supplied with a special data input form (tool) to facilitate data recording process and minimise possible errors. The presentation in NADEG will cover the presentation of the data input form.
Report submission. Member States will be requested to submit their databases via CIRCABC.
B. Processing of data submitted by Member States: 
Data submitted by Member States will be  analysed in order to a) identify obvious errors,  b) verify completeness (i.e. checking whether obligatory fields in the database are filled in and c) check consistency across Member States (for example: Are there good reasons for two neighbouring countries to report very different periods of spring migration and reproduction for the same species?). If errors or problems are identified in the data submitted by Member States, the Commission services will contact the Member States concerned. 
For the data processing part of the work, the Commission services are also exploring possibilities to develop a model, which will support the processing of data and help ensure consistency concerning the start and the end of the prenuptial migration period for selected species, based on EBP data (see “Information sources” above). 
An EU database will be produced and made available to all parties involved in the work (Member States and stakeholders). It will be the basis for the KCD update. 
Scientific advisory body:  The Commission services might convey a technical meeting with experts identified by the Member States and stakeholders in 2019. Both are reminded to send the details of their nominated expert, if not done yet. The Group will look at issues of common interest (methodological issues, presentation of the document, consultations, etc.) and at possible data problems (inconsistencies, lack of data, etc.).      
Provisional calendar:
· 22-23 May 2018 - NADEG meeting: discussion on the scope of the update, the methodology for the update (collection and assessment of data).  
· June 2018: Blank database and data input form made available to Member States.
· June – October 2018: collection of data by Member States. Member States to submit their database(s) by end October 2018.
· November 2018 – March 2019: processing and assessing data by the Commission services with the support of a consultant and preparation of a draft updated KCD 
· March/April 2019: meeting of the scientific advisory body, if needed  
· May 2019: discussion at the NADEG meeting 
· July 2019: final draft approved by NADEG 
· By December 2019, document adopted at Commission level.  
Points for discussion
[bookmark: _GoBack]The NADEG Members are invited to consider the information presented above and express their views at the meeting. 
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