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	Missing value imputations of variables which are considered to be important in the EU-SILC was necessary. Imputation is normally done by making use of already existing information in conjunction with several methods. For respondents taking part for the second, third or fourth time, imputation was done by using data collected in the previous years. This method was preferred since it ensured consistency with the previous years’ data. When considering new respondents or when information from previous years was not available, information from other persons or households with similar characteristics was used. In the case that these two methods were not possible, mathematical imputation methods, such as 
regression based techniques, were used.
To limit the need for imputation, several measures were taken during the design of the questionnaire. As an example, from previous surveys it was noted that non-response in income variables such as self-employment was considerably high. Therefore, to increase response for this question, respondents were given the option to provide the answer in the form of income brackets as opposed to giving the exact amount. The mean of that income bracket was then assigned to the respondent during the data analysis stage.
	Estimation of imputed rent values directly from EU-SILC data was not possible. This is due to the fact that the proportion of tenants renting at market price in Malta is rather low to enable the estimation of rent figures at reliable quality levels.  On the basis of 2011 Census data, the National Accounts Unit of the NSO compiled a table of average imputed rent values for dwellings classified by size and type. These values were then attached to the EU-SILC datasets and used as estimates for the imputed rent. The basis for these estimates has changed as from SILC 2013, since previously the imputed rent values were based on 2005 Census data.
	The annual value for a company car fringe benefit is estimated according to methodology used by the Inland Revenue Department (IRD) for tax purposes. Through the SILC questionnaire, respondents who have such a benefit are asked to specify the car make, model, year of registration, engine type, whether they are compensated for fuel costs and the number of months they made use of the vehicle during the income reference year. The car value can then be computed by using information provided by the Price Statistics Unit at NSO. Finally the annual fringe benefit value is estimated by scaling down the car value by a percentage which can be derived from the variables collected in the questionnaire as per IRD specifications.




